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Osrr.  iill  thoii;^ht  of  .Jcsiis  was  int''r\vo%i'ii  with  tliniiijlits  .if  tlw 
chtiicli.  'I'ho  (1<mmJs  inul  doctriin's  nf  tlic  (•hur(^l  w-n'  urcmniliil  ilcrds 
and  dnctriin.'s  of  .Tcsus.  In  so  far  as  thnnii,'li  tlnsf  — tli<'  out.' or  tin' 
otli'T — tlif  cliui'eli  CHini'  into  j^ood  or  ill  rcput''  iuii.iiii;  nn^n,  did  .Iisus 
;;jiin  or  suffer  loss.  A  chanj^f,  liowivi-r.  lias  cmhu-  tu  pass  Men  are 
coining  to  think  ot  .lesn.^  apart  i'roni  the  ('Inirrh.  and  ti'  -^ee  the 
fallacy  of  jud^in;,'  Him  hy  au^dit  save  His  own  life,  character  and 
doctrine.  The  eyes  of  men  are  looking;  Christw.inis  tu-day  as  never 
before,  ami  my  aim  in  j,'ivin<;  to  the  pnl  'ic  thes.-  discourses,  which 
were  first  delivered  extem|>ore  to  my  own  people,  later  puMislied 
in  one  of  our  city  pajiers,  and  now  presented  in  hook  form,  l»as 
been  to  exalt  Jenus,  in  the  hope  that  those  who  would  see  m,ay  jjet 
a  clearer  vision  of    Him  and   become   His  di)jciples. 
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••//  /    Ihu:-   s,,„h„    ,ril.    I,r„r    nihirss   nf  !}„■  rril;    huf    if  !,<„n/.    nh,, 
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Jfsus  \vas  fill  triiil  before  Aniiiis  aiul  ('aiapluis.  Wliilc  tlu'  Irial  wm 
]i:'0(  ftMliii^r.  .Jusii.'  was  riulcly  ^lllitt^■ll  on  tlif  laco  liv  a  coiiri  allchilaiil. 
'I  licHi!  Words  ari-  his  |iroifst  again.-,t  siu-Ii  usage  and  a  fhallciigf  lor  a  I'air 
irial — t'lif  issue  I'rom  wliicli  He  stood  ready  lo  aecepi  willioni  ai)j)eal. 
Hut  tliev  did  U'tt  grant  His  request.  Hi.-  trial  was  a  nioekery  and  His 
fUtence  unjust.  Tliis  morning  I  liavc!  it  in  my  lieait  to  put  Jesus  on 
;riul  liel'iu'e  yoit  as  judge  and  jury.  I  do  ii  with  all  h)vo  and  revereiiee 
for  Him.  I.ei  ti-  gi\(>  Him  justice  and  only  justice  as  we  serntinize  His 
lite  and  cliaracler,  and  i!!"n  as  intelligent  men  and  woiiu'ii  hring  in  your 
verdict.  Counsel  J'or  neither  side  is  needed,  for  we  siiall  just  let  the  wit- 
nesses te-lit'y  as  1  shall  call  them.     And  first  you  shall  hear 

Tin;    TKSTIMOW    OK    MKN    fiK     MIS    OWV    <,K\KI!  V  I'loX. 

John  the  IJaptist.  heie  is  Jesus  on  trial.  What  sav  you  of  Him? 
'■'Iliis  is  He  who  haptizeth  in  the  Holy  Spirit — the  l.anih  ()r  <iod  that 
laketli  .away  the  >in  (d'  the  world.  I  bear  witness  that  this  i.-  the  Son 
of  (;od." 

Nicodemiis.  what  is  your  judgment,  and  that  of  the  rulers  of  the 
Jews  at  large,  enneerning  \h\<  man  Jesus?  '"We  know  ][,•  is  a  teacher 
( ome  from  (!od.  for  no  ni;!n  can  do  these  things  which  He  diM'th  oxeept 
(iod  be  with  Him." 

Peter  and  'niomas.  what   tliiid<  ye  of  Jesus?     "He  is  the  Cliri-t,  the 
Son  of  the  living  fiod — lie  is  mv  T.ord  and  my  God." 
n  9 


A     V1.SI(».\    OK    .IKSl'S. 

Hero  press  up  a  great  multitude  of  people  h.  hear  wituess.  T.  -  us 
liear  them.  '•  He  hath  done  all  things  well."  And  Iumv  cnnie  Pilato,  the 
]{(«man  (iovernor,  und  the  centurian  wlio  had  charge  of  tjie  enieifixion. 
^c  Roman  (.llieials.  what  say  ye:'  "I  Ihid  no  fault  in  Him."  "Trulv 
tlis  is  a  righteous  man."  Peter,  you  were  uith  II  im  ihroughouL  His 
ministry,  what  was  JHs  manner  of  life?  "He  went  about  doing  good." 
I.et  us  make  way  for  the  Pliarisees.  What  testimony  ilo  you  bear  against 
this  man?    "He  is  the  friend  of  publicans  and  sinners." 

C'aiaphas,  you  and  Annas  were  in  the  judgment  seat  that  day  when 
He  was  condemned  to  deatli.  What  justitication  have  you  fur  your  action? 
"He  blasphemed,  for  He  made  Himself  tlie  Son  of  God."  is  there  auv 
evidence  in  rebuttal  of  this  charge  of  blasphemy?  Listen,  from  the 
heavens  tlie  Father  beareth  testimony.  "This  is  My'beloved  Son,  in  whom 
J  am  well  pleased." 

Men  and  women,  you,  who  this  niomiug  are  sitting  in  judgment 
upon  Jesus,  wlio  is  called  the  Christ,  will  you  weigh  this  evidence  vvliich 
these  of  His  own  generation  have  given  concerning  His  life  ajid  character? 
If  this  were  all  you  could  learn  of  Him— if  His  life  had  gone  out  in 
darkness  on  tiic  cross,  and  He  had  never  been  heard  of  again,  what  would 
your  judgment  be  of  Him?  I  anticipate  your  verdict.  You  say  "Our 
verdict  from  the  evidence  at  liand  would  be  that  He  was  a  true,  pure, 
noble  man— a  friend  indeed  of  men,  and  it  was  not  blasphemy  He  spake 
that  day  when  He  owned  Himself  the  Son  of  God  for  His  gracious  works, 
aside  dltogether  from  tlie  voice  from  heaven,  pnx-laim  kinsliip  with  God." 

But,  my  brothers,  you  know  Jesus'  life  did  not  go  out  in  darkness 
on  the  cross  on  Calvary.  He  rose  from  the  dead  and  ascended  to  the 
Father's  throne,  whence  througli  all  these  centuries  He  hath  been  adniinis- 
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tcriii.ir  iifT.-iirs  \ipnii   llic  cartli.  and  sn  in  order  tlvat  you  inav  jirnnmuKf 
i:it--!li>{('ntly  \\\>nn  His  life  jiiid  ciiuiaclcr.  yon  innst  haw 

iiii:    ^K.s•I■|Mo^^    of    tni:  i.i:\i:i(Aiio\s  srvc  i:. 

Tile  n('Oo>>itir-  of  iIk  cas,.  diMiiand  iliai  I  coin!. •use  this  tcstinionv 
inio  my  nwn  words,  l.iil  I  .-hall  cmhavor  .o  \>v  iriic  as  an  inlfrprfU-r  of 
ilitir  thon^'hi.  Let  liic  industrial  (lasses  first  licar  witness-— thi-  men 
and  women  and  children  from  mine  and  shop  and  factorv.  and  everv 
J  lace  of  lionc>i  loil.  Wliat  testimony  do  you  <.'ivc  re^ardinn-  Jesus  of 
-Nazareth?  Haih  He  s})oke  and  iloiic  evil,  or  good  in  vom-  case?  "It 
lias  not  heti)  long  sinee  we  reckoned  Him  our  enemy  aiul  >pake  ajiaiii>t 
]|im.  hccaiise  His  {luircli  had  faile(i  so  in  Ijcfriending  us,  hut  we  are  see- 
ing now  thi-  was  imt.  nor  is,  His  fault.  Our  condition  is  inlinilelv  hetter 
than  iliai  of  our  i.rother  workmen  in  lands  where  tiu'  leaching-  of  Jcr^u- 
are  unknown.  We  are  heiter  workmen,  hetter  citizens,  more  prosj)erous. 
ini  re  ciilightcneil,  tluin  we  woidd  have  iieen  a[)art  from  His  \\(r  and  words. 
'I'licre  are  ahuse-  and  sins  from  whicli  we  >uH"er,  hut  it  i<  hecause  neiilier 
nur  emjilovers  nor  ourselves  have  allowed  His  spirit  aiul  truth  free  cour-e 
in  life  and  eharacier.  Our  testimony,  ihcii.  as  so-called  working  men  ami 
\Minien,  i-  ihat  -lesus.  who  Himself  was  a  working  man — a  carpenter — 
hath  spoken  and  done  well   for  u-.  and  not   ill."' 

.\e.\l  we  give  place  to  i)iisincss  men  —  our  merchant-  and  manu- 
factnrers  —  our  railway  corporations  and  shij)ping  lirms.  (ienllenien, 
what  say  ye  of  this  man  Jesus?  "  Ho  protests  aga'ust  our  trusts  and 
comhiiu's;  he  declares  against  all  (ti'ception  and  falsehood  in  husiiie-s 
melhod>:  against  all  adulteration  uf  eoinmodilies  and  all  exorhitance  in 
prici".  In  a  word  he  interferes  with  what  some  of  us  ostoom  our  necessity 
in  view  of  existing  conditions.     But  after  all  we  have  to  admit  in  our 
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t'Ht.T  inonu.nts  tl.ai  lluiv  is  „,.(  ...  I.u.i„,s,  principle  nuuu.iato.l  l,v  .TesiH. 
til.  <piru  ol  whu'h,  if  ...arrif,!  <,ut,  w..ul.l  n..t  conscm.  sutlifiontly  the 
n.lcrf.ts  of  all  conimrrdal  classes,  and  bring  blessing  to  men  at  large. 
Wf  <Iarc  noi  >ay  be  liatli  spoki-n  ill  ((nii-.Tning  ns." 

-An.l  now  1  call  tu  (be  witness  box  statesmen,  politieians.  profes- 
s:nnal  invii.  ("„me  forth  fnmi  your  oirKvs  and  vour  l.gislative  halls 
and  bear  witness.  J,.>u<  of  Nazareth  is  on  trial  here  this  morning.  Wimt 
tliink  ye  of  Himy  Tbf  jury  waits  to  bear.  -11,.  bids  mm  refuse  the 
bnb.  and  .lepoMt  an  Iionest  ballot.  H,.  counsels  men  to  refrain  from 
litigation— to  be  pure,  upright,  unselfish,  neighborlv  in  all  life's  rela- 
tion,^. Su.-i,  loaelung  is  surely  good,  and  our  judgnu'iil  as  men  to  testifv 
.leeonhng  to  conviction  is  that  Jesus'  laws  for  lb,,  government  <.f  the 
p.'uple,  the  promotion  (.f  imut-  and  good  will  among  men,  and  the 
aeliu.v..ment  <.i  the  highest  well-being  of  all,  are  holy,  just  and  true" 

Hut  tin.,,  will  fail  us,  brothers,  to  permit  of  leniithened  testimonv 
from  all  these  witnesses  that  press  forwa-.i  to  speak.  A  sentence  must 
surhc.-.  Here  are  our  criminal  classes,  what  sav  ye  of  Jesus  r  "Our  man- 
ner ot  life  ha>  been  such  that  we  know  but  little  of  irini,  but  it  is  Jesus 
wlio  has  given  ns  fair  c.urts  of  law  in  all  the  land,  and  good,  clean 
p.isons  instead  ,.f  damp,  dark  dungeons."  And  here  are  the  sick  and 
sutrering  of  our  race,  what  witness  ye  of  Jesus r  '-He  hath  uiven  u< 
s!«ilbM|  practitioners  and  hospitals  and  asylums,  blessed  1k^  His  inmie." 

.\nd  here  come  the  you  h  of  our  lan.l.  what  say  yer  "His  banner 
over  us  is  lo\e.  His  tnitli  points  the  wav  to  good  hai)ils  of  bodv  and  r,f 
luuid,  and  ever  since  ilie  day  He  took  the  children  in  His  arms  and  blessed 
tlu'in.  He  has  .ought  our  gooil." 

And  here,  the  women  also,  what  is  your  iestimonv  regarding  Jesus? 
•lie  bath   ever  tak.'n   (Mir  part   against   oppression.      He   hath  lifted  us 
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up  ami  K't  us  in  liappv  lunuc.-,  ilic  t(jual>  and  hi'lovt'd  of  huf-bamU.  fallirr? 
ami  lirnllioi>.  vliilr  our  si>ti'rs  in  licatlicn  lan(l>  .-till  sufTtT  in  thrir  l>on- 
(.iagi'.     V<>rily  lie  hath  t^pokon  ami  dono  ffood  for  us." 

But  is  then-  no  t«.'stiiuonv  again>t  Ilini?  TIk'sc  all  sooni  to  spoak 
well  of  ilim.  Come  forth  anv  that  have  aught  of  wil  ((.  accuse  Him  of. 
JU'hohl  thfv  come — a  motlev  throng  from  all  walks  of  life.  The  self- 
indulpeiit  pleasure  seeker>  say.  •'He  would  fain  remove  from  us  tiie 
oeeapjons  of  our  carnal  joys  and  pleasures."'  .Xnd  the  Sal)i)ath  hreakers 
nay.  "Ho  would  abridge  our  liberties  and  have  u>  keep  the  Lord's  day 
holy."  And  the  monopolists  >ay.  "He  speaks  against  our  trusts  and  com- 
bines, and  enndemns  our  hoarded  wealth." 

Xor  yet  have  all  borne  witness  who  would.  Here  are  otlier>  with 
tiieir  aecusiitions  waiting  to  speak  them.  Listen,  mv  brothers,  for  their 
words  are  stJirtling.  ''The  greatest  wars  th(>  world  bath  ever  known  have 
been  under  the  banners  f)f  nations  tliat  liore  the  name  of  Christ:  the 
fiprcest  persecutions  and  biitcre-t  eontrovorsios  that  have  over  raged  have 
been  within  the  Churcb  of  Christ:  tb.e  vastest  fortunes  men  have  ever 
gained  have  been  boarded  by  so-called  Christian  men  while  the  poor  liave 
guffered  in  privation:  the  greatest  curse  linmanity  has  ever  suffered  is 
fostered  bv  so-called  Christian  nation> — the  curse  of  strong  drink:  while 
in  no  lands  is  ther/  such  uncompromising  competition  in  commercial  and 
industrial  pursuits,  and  such  selfish  endeavor  to  crush  the  weak  a>  inlands 
where  the  teachings  of  Jesus  have  hoon  spoken,  we  therefore  witness  to 
the  evil  ?Te  bath  done.'' 

And  now  T  re-t  my  case,  mv  brotTiers,  and  give  it  to  you  as  jury. 
V.hat  shall  be  vour  \erdict  in  view  of  all  this  «nidence  ?  F  imagine  T 
bear  von  di>cussing  the  evidence  offered  againet  .Te<us.  and  this  is  what 
vnu   are  saving:    "T't   imerfen'  with    man's   unm'ighborly   and   dishonest 
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«  Is  of  ..p„.l,s,<:  ,0  scH-  ...  inst  .livi.ion  of  prof!,.  l.,,wc...n  w.K.-onr.M.rs 
n     .•...,   ov..r.:,o..ont..,,,i   r.n.  on..  d.v  ins. v..„n,,.n.-^^ 

v.o^^I^pfo^.v,.^vnnn,:.I|,l^siswdldoin..n.Inu,  ..vil.loin.^   ,.  .h... 

-nnes...  .onl.l  fain  ..n..  n.  ,.,i.,v,..  ,.,.  n.  .Hn.v,.nu.n,  or  .n:;;;^^^^^^^ 
";;""-'—'•   -t   snd,  .n.ls  uowl.l   k-  not  only   in   tl,.  inton.ts  oC  tl,. 

W''-v..lu.l.nn,lH.s..  .|i.vc.riv,.on™.,l.  I.n,   orn.na,   la,-....     Wl!i  . 

"'"'  '■•■^'"■'    •"  *'"■  '■■"'  ''"'-"^  '"="'•■  """  ""'•  "•"•  !-s,...ntion  an.l  infcm- 
I--'",....  aiHl  vas,   h.rnn.s  ar.  .•l.anu-t.risti.  of  Christian  nations,   I  lu-ar 
>-n  say    -J,   l,as  l.^.n  tl,ro„.|,  .|is,v^.nl  of  M-.us'  wor.is.  th.t  tlw..  .on- 
•l-inns  l.av..  ..on,.,  to  1....    f,  i.  i„  ,,,it,  „f  ,n,  .,,„,  „,,,.,^  „,^,^„  ,,;.,^  ,^^^^,^, 
'-•-;   ">;on^lu.       Yon   r..,.all    i,.  that  Josn.  tan>rl,t   sol.riotv  an.l   s.H-.  in 
r-n./..   n    ,n   n.,.nV   liv..:     tl.at   J.sns   iau^l.t   nu.,    .honl.l   sntr,.-  «ron. 
rathor  than  .In  wron-  an.l  rvrv  se,.].-.   ,„.„•,.  and  „„„,   ^ilj  an,..i,.^  n^nC■ 
ivn  ho  cnulonmod   nnnoi<rl,1,orli„,s.  an.]  ,n.kin.1n..ss  in  wl.atovor  form 
'l'«'loso.l.      An.l    tl...    n.isoonc-ptions    of    Josns'    io-M-hm^^    wl,i,.l,    l,av,^ 
^^^.n.ht  sm-l,  ,.vil.  tl,..  laps,,  of   Ris  p,.opl,.  i„to  sin.  an.l  tl,.-  parasitioa! 
iMfan.i.s  of  a  .-ivilizalion  l!,al  Im.,,-  TTis  nan...  v.h,  will  not  diai-o  Hi,n 
with,  whosf.  ann  an.l   pn^po>.^  whos..  ton.-l.in-  an,l  .■.fT.,rt  aiv  alwav*  and 
alino:,,th..r  fop  tl..>  w..ll-l,..ino-  of  in.livi.lnal.  .•.annninitv.  „nfion  an.lworM 
AU.  waft   vonr  vonli.t    in  vi,.w  r,f  tl...  ovi.l.nif,.  oir.Mvd.     TF.iu-   jn.l.ro  v..'- 
r)n  T  spoak  it  ul,..n  r  .av.  -W..  Hn-l  no  fault  in  Hi.n.     TT..  l.ati,  .lono  all 
tlim::-.  w..ll.     Tnilv  tin,  i.  ■,   ri-lii...„.  man.     Suivlv  tliis  is  (1„.  Son  of 
(.o<l.  ' 

^o  tli..i,  all  sniiiin-  .,f  TTim  l,v  fri,.nd  .,.•  f.i..;  all  nnkin.l  wonl<  or 
ii"'>"i.|  .],.,..l,  l.v  ul,i.1,  111,,  i.^.nornni  an.l  lh..n-l,tl,,.s..  tli..  wak  an.l  fhc 
vuk,..l.  hnri  His  :^rvat  lovin,..  l„.art.  injniv  His  oau>..  an.l  Imulcr  tlio  co,n- 
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ing  of  His  kingdfim  among  mon,  are  unjust— unworthy  men  und  women 
whom  lie  loves,  for  whom  He  a.    .,  and  whose  salvation  He  seeks  to  ac- 

ccmplish. 

Therefore,  in  discharging  you  a?  jurymen  this  morning,  I  counsel 
you  to  speak  and  act  with  all  carefulness  henceforth,  lest  perchance  ye 
bo  found  smiting  Him  whom  by  your  verdict  you  have  pronounced  right 
i.M.  character  and  life. 
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••.1    pv,.i>h,l  ix   „nl   inthnuf    Inmnr.    hut    hi    hif>    o»- n   coinifry   ,n„l 
inniniij   Ai.v  ,,irn  l,i}i   anil  in    his   uirii    hi>ii^r."~MMlK  «  :  t. 


.IKSTS    FAMILY  TIU>rHI.KS, 
II. 
A  rango  of  hills  oxton-lin,  c.t  an.l  ...t  f-r.us  the  northorn  iK.un^l- 

..rv  of  the  rl-n  "f  K.-La-l-n.  M t  lu.lf  .a,   from  the  .Inrdan  t,.  ,h 

diterrano'an  there  i.  a  .left  in  thi.  range  .hich  so.-n  wu  -ns    nio 
li.Uc  vulh.y  .ell  nigh  ..rrounde.1  hv  hill.  Tins  ,s  -IT-      ;,^  ^ 
crater  cf  nn  nx'u.t  voleano  and  built  upon  the  .uh-  of  oao  of  th..e  h  lU 
:Z  riBO«  Bom    -^00  foot  ahove  the  vaU,v,  i.  the  litt  e  to-  o    N^  ar 
It*  streets  are  narrow  and  the  hou^o.  Hatroofed,  small  an.   bu  U  o    wh  t 
.tone   Of  puhlic  buildings  there  is  a  ohureh,  a  -no.quo  and  a  convent.  In 

T-:Z  -.una  th..  h,.u..- .1 -.r  anu  li.  .m..  .h.  ,.o,no,ran  u- 

nnd  the  ohve,  while  on  tree  hraneh  and  housetop  may  he  se..n  eo.nn,.'  dnve. 

and  roller  hlue  hirds.  ,     .         ,        ... 

Such  is  the  Na/areth  of  today  as  travellers  de.er,he  ,t  and  sneh  - 
...  suhstantiallv  when  d,..  ,.h  and  Man  dw.It  ,h..n.  lOOo  y..ar.  a,.,  and 
reared  their  family.  Here  with  his  four  brothers,  James.  Joses,  Simon  a n  . 
Judas  and  his  two  sisters  who.-  name.  a<.e.>rdin,  to  ,radU,on  wen^  Es^n^ 
and  Thamer-here  with  those  his  half  brothers  and  s,.ters  and  Jo  oph 
Bnd  Mary  whom  he  doubtless  called  father  and  mother  Jesus  lived  u, 
,wcet  and  \o.m^  harmonv  as  boy  in  viUajro  school  and  later  as  carpenter 
in  shop  making  yokes  and  plows  and  axles.  If  ever  brother,  and  s.sters 
lived  together  happily  T  jud.e  these  did.  Tf  ever  a  brother  loved  brothers 
and  sisters  T  am  sore  Jesus  did  and  if,  according  to  tradition  and  mfer- 
ences  drawn  from  the  silence  of  scripture  regarding  Joseph,  he  died  earlv 
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in  the  life  of  tho  family  Icavini:^  a  ilppen.lpiit  lions"hoM,  ihon  Jesna,  the 
eldest  son  had  occn.:^ion  to  show  his  devotion  and  love  'vhilo  he  wrought 
with  besweated  brow  to  support  mother  and  the  little  ones.  But  has  it 
ever  occurred  to  you,  my  brothers,  that  this  happy  unison  of  love  did  not 
continue.  Much  a-  Jesus  loved  his  brothers  and  sisters,  much  as  he 
esteemed  their  fellowship  and  sympathy  yoi  was  ho  nol  permitted  to  enjov 
these  for  with  his  entrance  upon  his  public  ministrv  alienation  began  and 
the  breach  widened  and  widened  until  it  separated  him  altogether  from 
them. 

The  alienation  began  probably  with  his  spending  two  months  beyond 
.Foidan  \vli,Mv.[(.|in  «;,>  l>iiptiziii--  wlicii  in  the  judgiiicni  of  th<'  family  h.' 
ehouM  have  been  at  home  attei  ling  to  his  business  in  the  carpenter  shop. 
So  far  as  we  know  Jesus  was  the  only  one  of  the  family  who  went  to  hear 
this  great  prophet  of  the  wilderness.  After  having  been  baptized  of  John 
in  the  Jordan,  the  sacred  writer  says  the  Holy  Spirit  descended  upon  him 
in  the  visible  form  of  a  dove  as  he  was  coming  forth  from  the  water,  and 
forthwith  led  him  into  the  wilderness  where  amid  great  temptations  and 
without  food  Jesus  endured  for  forty  davs.  Returning  our  Lord  seems 
to  hdve  spent  a  few  days  in  Judea  during  which  time  he  drew  to  himself 
some  disciples.  With  this  little  band  he  returned  to  Oalilee  after  nn  ab- 
sence of  two  months.  Instead  of  set^-ling  down  to  work  and  sendinLr  these 
men  off  about  their  busines8,which  doubtles=:  was  the  mind  of  his  brothers, 
he  kept  them  in  his  home  for  a  few  davs.  then  wont  dn\^Ti  to  Capernaum 
whence  after  a  brief  stay  he  went  up  to  Jerusalem  to  k^ep  the  passover. 
Tn  view  of  stntemonts  made  later  in  the  narrative  concerning  the  feelings 
entertained  toward  him  by  his  brothers.  T  judge  the  alienation  began  with 
this  neglect  of  his  business.  When  thev  found  he  had  no  intention  of  ro- 
pumin?  work  in  the  carpenter  shop  Imt  had  onlorod  upon  tho  life  of  a 


.ir.sis'   i",Mii.v  TiidL'iu.r.s. 
v.f  nml  tPacher  tho  broach  widened.  'Vhon  wl.on  they  hoard  how  dur^ 

so  Th     h    "h    hud  .roughl  -vi.h  ,1,™,  i,.  ..,„.  .1,.,..  .Uv-U  -n  .»m,. 
S.80.  mat  lie  ""''"•  .       ..    ■    ,,„„,cr.  ™o4  and  Inio  tlimigli  li'' 

rl'S^uLI   t,   he  bread  wi.leiie,,.  NM.  -li.l  .'e..-  fa"  "f  -"^-n; 

WaT  or  it  was  earlv  in  hi,  ministry  «h,.n  Je«.-  m  e.,.tana  ion  of  the 

t',^  n    he  rreciivin,  ,ai,i,  "A  prophet  i,  no.  >v,,„c,at   io„or_.„v,. 

^/rhhrs:an:^ht■h!t^;':,n,pln:wiu,-p 

':,  dldCTe"  :"ic-;"  'Inm';:  mi,,.  .lOiiU  regain  it,  haiane. 
St  when  his  mo.h  r  and  brothers  .ought  him  f-r  tins  P-'l-o*  -<" 
III  Wd  him  they  .ere  "wi.honl  desiring  to  .ee  him"  ho  paul  no  attention 
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gave  to  declare  "whoesoever  shall  do  the  will  of  my  Fallier  who  it*  in 
heaven  the  same  is  my  brotlier  aud  sister  and  mother."  Tluid  again  did 
he  intimate  that  he  felt  his  family  were  not  in  sympathy  with  his  words 
and  works — that  they  were  alienated  beyond  recall. 

Ijater  still,  after  spending  some  montiis  in  (Jalilee  with  his  disciples 
ill  ciiiiipaj-alivc  reiirciiiciii  lircaiiM'  of  iii>  waiiiiij:  pujuilaril v,  lii>  liroiluTb 
seem  to  have  gone  so  far  as  to  cruelly  mock  him.  John's  explanation  of 
their  conduct  is  tha  they  "did  not  believ  :n  him."  'J'Ims  the  alienation 
continued  and  the  breach  widened  until  with  the  exception  of  Mary  nis 
family  seems  to  have  fursaktri  him  altogether,  leaving  him  to  liis  I'ale. 
When  in  Geihesniane,  when  before  Annas  and  Caiapluis  ami  Heruil  and 
I'ilate,  when  on  the  cross  dying,  when  laid  in  grave  no  brothers  or  sisters 
attended  him.  All  alone  he  endured. 

And  how  all  this  must  have  grieved  iiim.  .\re  not  the  sympathy  and 
approval  of  those  you  love  among  the  strongest  stimulants  to  per-i^t  in 
the  course  one  judges  right?  And  what  can  tempt  a  gentle,  affectionate 
«oul  to  desist  from  his  course  like  the  opposition  of  loved  ones.  Tliiuk 
of  Job  trusting  God  in  his  trials  while  his  wife  bade  him  curse  God  and 
die  and  Whitfield  stoned  for  his  plain  preaching  and  his  wife  bidding  him 
play  the  man  and  declare  the  whole  counsel  of  God.  Job  was  surely  at  a 
disadvant^ige  compared  with  Whitfield.  So  far  as  it  was  possible  for  Jesus 
to  feel  temptation  he  must  have  been  specially  tempted  to  refrain  himself 
when  lie  >au  hi-  hroilicps  ainl  >i^ler.-  were  iijiixised  to  him  and  heeuiiiiug 
alienated.  It  would  have  been  hard  enough  for  Jesus  to  bear  the  misun- 
derstanding and  unbelief  and  opposition  of  other  men,  but  doubly  so 
when  James  and  Joses  and  Simon  and  Judas — his  own  beloved  brothers, 
were  among  the  unbelieving  ones.  How  keen  his  grief  when  he  saw  these 
wiihilrauinu-  ih.'ir  >yiiipathy  and   r.'llow-liip  and  he  unable  to  prevent  it. 


.IKSl.-     FAMll.V     TliiUlll.r.S. 

Tor  error  nnd  .up-.titiun  ln.,1  ..  1 M-.'-l-tnuh  had  to  ho  exah-a- 

the  world  must  bo  redeomed-the  kingdom  of  heaven  set  upon  earth,  lo 
dc  this  he  had  been  commhsuoned,  to  desist  he  couhl  not  though  ,t  cos 
hm  the  sympathy  and  friendship  of  his  fan.ily.  Oh,  how  keen  njust  have 
bTn  the  suffering  of  the  sensitive,  aileeUonate  heart  ot  Jc^us  Hard  eu- 
^gh  the  rejected  by  his  own  nation,  but  to  be  rejected  by  h.s  own  lath 
and  kin'  To  have  his  own  brothers  and  sisters  wUhhohl  recognmon  and 
;^pathy  and  leave  him  to  his  fate  among  his  enemies,  who  can  measure 
the  sorrow  this  caused  him  ^^,^^^^^^ 

the  protracted  meeting  which  continued  from  the  day  of  ^^  Jf'^^ 
ascension  until  Pentecost  mentions  among  those  present  Mai)  the 
S::  of  Jesus,  and  his  brethren."  So  it  came  to  Pa-  that  lus  .ethre.. 
did  come  to  believe  in  him  and  their  estrangement  ceased.  «»^t  th  rocoa 
ciliation  came  too  late  to  be  of  service  to  Jesus  in  his  liours  of  tnal,  too 
late  to  relieve  and  comfort  his  overstramed  heart 

All  those  weary  months  he  longed  for  the  love  and  felows  np  ha 
had  been  withdrawn-longed  to  enter  home  as  he  once  did  and  feel  at 
ease  but  the  alienation  of  his  brothers  forbade  lum.  Not  until  he  had 
passU  through  his  darkest  way,  suffered  his  keenest  pangs  and  through 
Lth  entered  into  his  glory  did  the  estrangement  and  unbeUef  give  p  ace 
to  faith  and  reconcilation.  After  his  resurrection  when  it  became  nois^^d 
,,„.„aa  thai  he  had  vis.,,  a„.i  U.n  .■m  of  .h.  a,>c.,nl,.  1  judg.  U-r  "' " 
heli.r  iK.ga,i  to  give  way.  15u,  hi-^  appeara„.v  un.n  1„.  hroth.T  -'^'-'-y^ 
tied  the  matter  and  the  whole  family  repenting  of  thcr  course  and  be- 
lieving, identified  themselves  witli  his  disciples. 

But  what  regrets  tliose  brotliers  and  s.sters  must  have  had  .    i  uor 
Judas  suffered  such  remorse  after  having  delivered  Jesus  uito  the  hands 
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of  the  Jews,  though  he  did  not  expect  any  such  issue  as  came,  that  he 
went  beside  himself  and  insane  with  grief  and  self-reproach,  went  and 
hanged  himself. 

Even  keener  must  have  been  the  regret  of  those  brothers.  Their  sor- 
row, lidwcvcr.  coiihl  mil  altrr  \h  ■  fact  that  without  a  brother's  sympathy 
and  companionship  Jesus  passed  through  all  his  trials.  In  Getlisemane, 
before  the  Sanhedrin  and  at  Pilate's  judgment  seat  he  endured  alone, 
no  brother  or  sister  near.  On  the  cross  suffering,  no  brother  or  sister  bpoke 
kindl  ■  Words  and  wijM'd  aw:.y  liis  sweat  of  an-ony;  ;ind  after  death  no 
brother  asked  his  body  for  burial,  iieconciliation  came,  but  too  late  to 
be  of  any  service  to  Jesus  in  his  trials — too  late  to  save  him  from  that 
consumiag  heartbreaking  sorrow  his  family's  alienation  had  brought  him. 

Mv  hrotlicrs.  yo\ir  licarls  arc  touched  as  you  tliiuk  of  .Icsus  misun- 
derstood by  his  own  family,  rejected  by  them,  an  outcast  from  home  and 
all  alone  enduring.  But  did  it  ever  occur  to  you  that  you  were  grieving 
him!'  Sonu  of  von  are  estranged  from  .lesns.  You  are  uni>elieveing.  you 
persist  in  misunderstanding  him  and  misrepresenting  him.  You  turn  your 
back  upon  him.  You  treat  him  as  your  enemy.  You  refuse  his  friendship 
and  your  alieiation  makes  him  a  man  of  sorrows  oven  now.  Ae  he  yearned 
for  reconciliation  with  James  and  Joses  and  Simon  and  Judas,  he  yearns 
for  reconciliation  with  you.  Why  should  you  delay  it?  Why  should  you? 
I  plead  with  yon  to  tura  from  your  sin,  your  unbelief,  your  misjudgment 
and  be  at  friends  with  Jesu?.  at  friends  with  the  Father  who  sent  him,  at 
friends  with  his  mini'-try  and  chuich  who,  faulty  though  we  be  and 
blunder  a*  we  vay  nevertheless  wish  for  our  fellowmen  in  all  the  walks 
of  life,  the  good  which  only  Jesus  can  give. 
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WATCIIHKS  liKKOKK  THK  CROSS. 


III. 

It  was  many  centuries  ago  in  the  year  of  Rome  780.  The  place  was 
H  skull  shaped  knoll  outeido  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  and  the  time  not  long 
after  D  o'clock  vu.  u  Friday,  or  as  some  say,  a  Thursday  morning  in  April. 
Late  un  the  previous  evening  Jesus  the  prophet  from  Galilee  had  been 
arrested  ;iiid  witliout  waiting  for  the  morning  his  captors  had  hurried 
Him  away  to  the  palace  of  the  high  priest,  where  a  special  meeting  of  the 
bauhidrin  was  speedily  called.  Here  a  mock  trial  was  given  Hira  and 
having  condemned  Him  to  death  they  forthwith  and  while  it  was  yet 
early,  hastened  to  the  Roman  Pretorium  that  they  might  obtain  from 
Pilate  confirmation  of  their  judgment  and  have  him  pass  sentence  of 
death  by  crucifixion,  for  it  was  not  lawful  that  Jews  should  crucify.  ^Vfter 
Lonsideraulc  delay  during  '.vhich  Pilate  sought  by  persuasion  and  argu- 
ment and  strategy  to  secure  the  captive's  release,  he  finally  passed  Him 
over  to  his  soldiers  to  scourge  Him  in  hope  of  thus  pacifying  His  ac- 
cusers. But  finding  all  of  no  avail  and  fearing  for  himself  he  delivered 
Jesus  to  their  hand,  whom  when  they  had  r'^ceived  they  led  Him  away 
to  Calvary  where  they  crucified  Him.  "And  sitting  down  they  watched 
Him  there"— panic-stricken,  h°art-broken  disciples;  skeptical,  unbeliev- 
ing, scornful  Romans;  heartless,  hypocritical  Piiarisees  and  fickle  pop- 
ulace who  one  day  could  shout,  "Hosanna,  blessed  is  He  that  cometh  in 
the  name  of  the'  Lord''  and  next  cr)-,  "Crucify  Him."  Beside  these 
watchers  let  us  take  our  place  thifc  morning  and  watch  our  suffering  Lord 
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hanging  for  six  long  hours  upon  the  cross,  mocked  hy  cruel   men  and 
pierced  by  their  sin  until  in  triumph  He  cries,  '"It  is  iiiiishod,"  and  dies. 
Sittinjr  thus  iuiion^'  tlii.-  motK'v  crowd  licl'ini' the  (■^l^^  ol'  .Jc-ii>  what 
should  wo  see?     Among  other  things  we  should  see  the  exceeding  sinful- 
ness of  sin  and  it^  appalling  ravages  in  human  life.     We  think  of  our 
i\v>\  i)invnt-  drivni  l',.rlli  from  tlic  Kden  of  iuiKuciice  and  llu-  fellowship 
of  Deity  v.-ithdrawn,  and  we  know  it  was  sin  that  did  it.     We  stand  by 
the  bleeding  form  of  Abel  and  we  know  it  w:;s  sin  iii  ('ain's  heart  that 
inspired  the  fatal  stroke.    We  behoid  the  heavens  pouring  forth  the  rain 
and  the  fountains  of  the  deep  in  mighty  upheaval  until  in  the  swelling, 
surging  waters  the  habitable  parts  of  the  earth  are  Hooded  and  the  anti- 
diluvian  world  has  pt?rished,  and  the  heart-rending  scene  tells  the  story 
of  sin  and  its  penalty.    We  see  the  smoke  rising  from  tl-.e  ruins  of  Sodom 
and  Gomorrha  and  it  speaks  of  sin  working  in  these  cities  of  the  plain 
until  (iodV  judgments    in    earthquake,  liiv    am!    volcanie  eruption  swept 
them  from  the  land  of  the  living.     We  contemplate  the  social,  industrial 
and  moral  conditions  of  our  country— the  rich  living  in  their  opulence 
and  the  poor  in  their  penurv:    the  eliureh  of  Cliri^  romfortahle  in  tine 
chapels  and   magnificent  cathedrals,   while   the   masses   are  outside   on' 
street  and  pli'a>ure  ground:   I'luploycrs  and  employees  in  tierce  conflict  he- 
cause  of  the  unfair  division  of  the  profits  accruing  from  the  partnership 
of  labor  and  capital;  defenceless  wives  and  innocent  children  sulferinn 
privations  while  worthless  husbands  waste  their  earnings  in  saloon  and 
brothel;  men  and  women  dethroned,  shackled,  defiled,  grovelling,  lost— 
we  behold  all  this  and  it  speaks  of  the  exceeding  sinfulness  and  fearful 
ravages  of  sin  in  human  life  and  character.     But  most  of  all  does  +h( 
cross  of  Christ  declare  the  sin  of  men  for  here  the  vile  thing  lays  hold  ol 
Deitv  incarnate  and  witli  bloody  hand:,  and  hard  heart  puts  to  fleath  the 
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faultless  Son  of  God.   Do  you  mark  Him.  my  brothers,  on  yonder  cjobb? 
Do  vou  see  the  thorn  crown  on  His  forehead,  the  bloodstams  on  H>s  face 
So  you "c  those  wounds  upon  His  back  made  by  cru.l  Koman  scourge: 
l:  Z  see  those  jnerced  hands  and  fc.t?     Do  you  mark  the  pa  -face 
and^hose  sad  sunken  eyes?    Do  you  he..r  the  -bhlo  m^  mg.       If  Tho^ 
be  the  Christ  save  Thvself  and  come  down  from    he  cross  -  He  saved 
oher     Himself  He  cannot  save"-"HaU  King  of  the  Jews. '     Do  >ou 
Do  you  hear?   Then  learn  from  it  all  the  exceedmg  -^"1--  ^^ 
n  and  its  awful  ravages  in  human  life-for  sm  hath  --;;^'^;  ^^  -- 
aged,  ravaged  and  wrought  until  at  last  upon  the  cross  it  hath  naikd 

the  Son  of  God. 

Watching  Jesus  upon  the  cross  we  should  see  moreover  an  illustra- 
tion of  the  amazing  love  and  unswerving  rightness  of  the  Divine  nature^ 
^^v  did  our  T.ord  submit  to  such  trea^ent  and  suffer  such  a  death 
when  He  had  power  to  smit.>  His  tormentors  and  stay  the  hand  of  death^ 
Why'    Ah,  that  has  been  the  question  of  the  centuries  and  vanous  and 
at  variance  have  been  the  answers  given.    But  the  only  answer  that  satis- 
fies my  mind  and  heart  is,  that  it  was  the  unmeasured  love  of  God  for 
men  that  inspired  the  sacrifice  and  the  unswerving  rightnes«  of  His  na- 
ture that  required  it.     With  abounding  love  overflowing  ^J^^/^'^'f 
oMh;  Father  unto  all  ihe  sons  of  men  He  could  not  rest  satisfied  with 
anything  left  undone  that  might  secure  to  them  f  J^tion  irom  sin-its 
power,  punishment,  defilement.    Could  an  earthly  father  with  true  paren- 
tal instincts  be  content  while  he  refrained  from  any  effort  or  effort* 
which  might  secure  the  reform  and    ^tum  of  his  wayward  sons    and 
daughters,  even  though  the  effort  involved  sorrow,  suffering  and  sacrifice 
to  himself?    And  can  you  think  the  great  Fatner  above  could  look  upon 
the  race  of  mcn-His  own  children-wayward,  sinful,  rebellious,  defiled 
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yet  loved  with  an  all  consuming;,  evorlastinir  love,  an  1  rost  satisfied  until 
the  utmost  had  b'en  done  for  thoir  redem])ti()n  ?  Surely  not.  And  so 
the  love  of  Ood  for  the  world  of  men  inspired  the  sacrifice  which  He 
made  in  the  person  of  His  Son  Jesus  the  Christ. 

But  not  only    lid   love   inspire   the  -neridco,  justiec — His  wnee  of 
Tightness  required  that  the  sacrifice  be  made.     You  can  conceive  parental 
love  in  its  anxiety  for  the  salvation  of  a  child  from  sin  or  danger  or  suf- 
ferinji  prompting  the  parent  to  other  than  the  right  in  hope  of  realizing 
his  desir(>.     TiOve's  work,  however,  should  never  go  beyond  the  sphere  of 
what  is  right.     But  to  that  limit  justice — the  sense  of  right  in  man  and 
God — requires  that  it  shall  go.     So  was  it  with  our  Heavenly  Father.     It 
was  because  tlio  love  of  Ilis  liriirt  cri.-d  o>it   for  the  right  thing  when  it 
asked  that  nothing  should  b<^  left  undone  which  might  insure  salvation  to 
men.  that  Jesus  came  and  wrought  even  unto  death.    The  justice  of  God 
—the  sensp  of  rightnesB  in  His  nature  as  Father  of  the  erring  human 
family  declared  it  was  only  right  that  love  should  make  its  efTort.     So 
inspired  by  the  love  of  His  heart  and  required  by  the  rightness  of  Hip 
nature.  God  came  in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ  to  reconcile,  if  possible, 
the  world  unto  Himself.     Nor  did  Jesus  turn  aside,  though  in  His  work 
of  reconciliation — manifesting  God's  love  and  riffhteousness  and  Saviour- 
hood — He  had  in  the  course  of  events  to  Buffer  on  the  cross  at  the  hands 
of  sinful  men.    Thitherwards  He  went  in  all  the  fulness  of  His  love  bear- 
ing the  sins  of  men — not  their  punishment — bearing  the  sins  of  men  upon 
His  great  heart  in  death  as  before  He  had  borne  them  in  His  life.     9o, 
my  brothers,  as  we  look  upon  Jesus  on  the  cross  let  us  be  reminded  that 
it  was  on  account  of  sin  in  human  life  and  conduct  that  He  suffered  and 
that  it  wa,"  in  obedience  to  the  dictates  of  His  love  and  justice  that  He 
endured  unto  death  in  hope  of  reconcilin?  men  unto  God  and  saving  them 
from  their  sins,  .''.0 


read.    It  was  something  like  this     ^^^J**-^;"  disappointmont  ar 

within  myself  repentenoo  unto  salvation,  ^^^^^r^ ^.^  j  ,,,,hod 
„.y  failure  I  walk.l  abro.l  ^^^^^^^^  .o  si  f  Pn,  u  -n,  ,ho  cro. 
the  bare  and  rug.ed  n,ount  called  Ca  v  ^  H  "  ^  -"^^^  ),  ^,,,^  ,,, 
I  saw  Jesus,  who  spake  and  said.     I  P'^^^^^^^  "'"  \  ^^^„,  i^;,, 

„  the  oro..."    UKT  I  «u.h.  for  pardon  l-u.  «-'  "        ^    ■  »  ^^^ 

„.a  forth  an.  .oin.  '7-    »"-;  ^J't  S„'     ^     n^  -l  Ho  .i,.  "I 
before  my  feel  had  stood.    As-im  1  saw  tn  ^„„f„,„,i  „,i„,  un- 

^. ., Hfe for ,hoo." ■■•^,^™ -^^tr;: ; oZ^r! h„„,i ....d 
-;:':^i;\;::r;  etn ::"::.  J-tr.. :  re^o^ed 

me  at  the  cro88.     Jj^«°^      \     ^^^^    i  f^und  mv  soul  revolting,'  from 

with  joy  unspeakable.     Later,  nowevtr,      ^w  

the  s  rvice  of  the  Chri.tian  life  whieh  I  w.  find.n.  -J- -  J^,;^  ' 
I  .„„»ht  to  ,timnl.te  niy«>lf  .nd  make  me  love  ,t.    Then  """,  j''"" 
..Iked  abroad  along  the  same  highway  and  com.ns  ag,,„  I"  «■";•'>   ' 
..,«■  mv  .ullorin"  Lord,  and  a*  Ho  rciwatod  ihe  vvord.,      t  sa>^  »> 
:.;;:;:".  wm  tho„  do  for  M.,-  ....v  hea.t  re,p«n.e    am.    -^  -  ^^ 
'Take  mv  life  and  let  it  bo  eoii3.eratod  Lord  to  thoo.       Ihm  «„a  n  a 
hind  .a   laul  upon  me.  so  gentiv  and  lo  consecration  and  Holmess  a    « 
by  me  in  angel  forms  and  when  I  spoke  of  mv  searoh  ior  her  'o.«ovr         . 
rihed,  "Yon  .ill  al-ays  And  ns  a,  the  oros,."     Now  sarely  ,h,.  -s  bean- 
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liful  and  it  is  true  to  life  too.  For  if  thore  be  any  place  where  Qodly 
corrow  that  worketh  repentance  unto  nalvation,  is  awakened  in  the  »oul, 
it  is  wh(>n  that  goul  in  its  lonelinops  stands  before  tho  cross  of  Jesus.  And 
if  thtTf  be  anything;  that  will  brinp  peace  and  the  sense  of  pardon  and 
acceptance  it  is  the  word  of  Jesus  spoken  from  the  cross  And  if  there 
I.e  anything  that  will  inspire  unto  Christian  service  for  tuv  Son  of  Man 
;ind  sons  of  men,  it  is  the  vision  of  Josus  suffering  on  the  cross  in  behalf 
of  human  kind. 

So,  mv  brothers.  I  have  led  you  to  the  cross  on  Calvary.  I  have 
(■poken  of  what  we  should  see  as  we  have  looketl  upon  Jesus  suffering  and 
(iving  there.  Ilive  you  seen  these"  things?  Have  you  seen  in  Him  only 
a  malfactor  suffering  justly  for  his  sins?  or  a  poor  misguided  man  suf- 
IVring  for  his  folly?  Or  have  you  really  Keen  sin  in  human 
iiaturc  killing  tho  sinless  and  love  enduring  for  the  sake  of  saving  and 
justice  approving  the  sacrifice?  Blessings  to  such  as  have  seen  on  yonder 
cross  the  Son  of  ^rod  dying  for  tliera.  And  blessed,  thrice  blessed  they, 
who  coming  to  the  cross  with  me  this  morning  and  behoi^iug,  have  iound 
repentance  and  pardon  and  peace  and  purity  and  inspiration  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  crucified. 
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THE   l>>K^UtlHECTION  OF  JEHl'!^- 
IV. 

t    '  .  disciples  for  Jesus,  their  Master,  had  been 

The  worst  fear«  ot  -^  ^\^  P^  fj^'  .       ^^^  marked  the  increasing 

realized.  With  hear^  ^^Pf  ^  ^  ^    \n 'va  n  had  they  urged  him  not  to 

enmity  of  the  ^-j^^ -^/^^J^^^.^ry  on  Palm  Sunday,  since  so-called, 
eo  up  to  Jerusalem.  Hib  puoiic  eniry 

ment  never  before  wltaeBsed.  Day  bj  day  as  '„„„„     „mi8,„g 

r'Sy^:;::  trj.i;rr:ir  fr^^.. .  bet.,., 

b.,1  ha.i.  ti«.r  .vn.  s„.i<.™  ..u,„  w„„  •;;-';;;•::'  ,„.„  ,,„. 

body,  and  that  angel,  had  proclaimed  *"  *«  «°™J  ^^  ^ben  to  one 
udi  .-d  hope  began^  steal  '«* -^  *  '  ^f*  Zr  sorrow,  were 
;:r:^;r  t^roertor-J'^e-Wl  wa.  ...  .deed  and 
they  rejoiced  while  they  wondered. 
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And  so  you  see  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  was  a  fact  unexpected  in  th^ 

wT^i  sl^er  ;^^^^^^^  ^^^^^•^"^  ^P^"^-  -^  the  death  he 

would  suffer  at  the  hands  of  his  enemies  and  of  his  subsequent  resurrec- 

uevTnt  Th?j  ^\T/^^'  ''^  ^--P^-  had  no  e.pelion  o7    ch 

nd  It  was  n.  fh?  ''"'  *^^'  "*^^^^°^««  «°^  remembei^  them 

and  It  was  on  that  account  thev  asked  for  the  grave  to  be  sealed  md 
soldier  guards  placed  on  duty.  But  it  never  seems  To  have  occur"  d  to  any 
0    t^e  ^.ples  that  Jesus  bad  declared  he  would  rise  from  thYdead  O^: 

I  em      WTien  the  women  reported  his  resurrection  their  words  seemed 

But       this      (lullnt'SS      of      .•ir)t)rpll<.nsinn  —  ,k;        _:    ■  f  ,„    , 

torsjetful- 


,  .'  "      "     ""     •'i'P'i'">'iision  —  iiiis    >-uri!ri<in"- 

iH'»  — tins    wonderful    slownoss    ,n    ,.,„..; ,    ^„,.  •    '  ,,'■     ,     ^,      . 

rctjiin    the    truth,    is 


•     f>(     iipprclicnsion  —  ih 

is     .r/l'""  '"'°  '""'"'■'  "■'-'  ""^  dumbfounded  while  theVre 
member  that  ,t  was  written.  For  instance,  it  ia  -vritten    "Whatrvw  . 

S  n  L^,  ,u   f  i.™""'  '°  *'  'f'"'  *»"  «»P  W'  "erlastLg." 

Zeh    earath^"  S  !«    'tl'Tf "  "''^'  "°=  ""■'^°-  ^«™  ' 
vn  K        r  ,     '        y®  ^^*^  ^°^  '^^^^'"r  one  another,  take  heed  that 

L^^uSnir^driarr      ^-^^^  ^^  -^  -  -^^ 

mercies  past,  and  asks  supplies  for  future  needs.  The  time  goes  on.    He 
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has  his  perplexities  and  trials  and  troubles,  yet  he  moves  on  quietly  and 
cwX  D  rectly  some  one's  attention  is  called  especially  to  h>m  and 
he  mamU  at  the  Ln's  composure  and  freedom  from  anxiety  and  worry 
^en  he  remembers  how  it  is  wntten:  "Thou  shalt  keep  h,m  m  perfect 
STe  whoTmind  is  stayed  on  thee."  "In  all  Uungs  by  prayer  and  suppl. 
SnwTth  thanks  giving  let  your  requests  be  made  known  unto  God  and 
Se  peaTe  of  God  tfat  passeth  understand  in,;  shall  keep  your  hearts    nd 
minds  through  Christ  Jesus."  The  Lord  says  "The  way  of  the  trans 
^ZIt  is  hard,"  but  men  forget  the  word  until  sometime  ^eary  and  worn 
£TeL  si^    Bd  under  its  penalties  they  recall  the  scripture.  So  when  we 
hiJ^l  own  duUness  in  apprehending  truth  and  our  constant  for- 
gSness  we  can  hardly  wonder  more  at  these  disciplos  than  at  oursel  e 

But  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  has  been  and  ,s  a  disputed  fact.  Do  >  ou 
not  recount  how  it  is  written  that,  after  the  ne.s  of  his  -.urrec  ion 
b  ^  to  be  noised  abroad,  the  elders  of  the  Jews  took  counsel  tog  the 
anT^ave  large  money  unto  the  soldiers  who  had  been  the  watchers  at  the 
™    who     h^  bribed,  reported  that  his  disciples  had  stoien  away 
Se  body  whUe  they  slept?  So  the  resurrection  of  Jesu.  has  been  a  dis- 
puted fact  from  the  ve^y  first.  But  never  has  any  good  reason  been    d- 
va^ced  for  disbelief.  The  very  fact  that  the  disciples  wore  -t  exp^^ng 
Jesus  to  rise,  bv  so  much  should  confirm  faith  in  his  resurrection.  Had 
thTbeen  expecting  Jesus  to  rise  from  the  dead,  one  can  imaging  how 
they  might  have  proclaimed  his  resurrection,  even  though  ne  had  not 
SiVso  be  thev  had  been  depraved,  dishonest  and  unscrupulous  men. 
But  'the  fact  that'they  were  not  expecting  such  an  event  and  were  com- 
pelled to  believe  onlv  when  they  had  seen  and  heard  him,  make,    t    h 
Zor.  ..npro^abU.  tl.at  thev  would  h.v.  e.n.uhu.l  ";"  -l^'  ;''  ,;  J    '', 
not  h.vn  tnu>  even  though  ihev  hadbeen  l,a..  .nough  to  -,..-ak  f.-N' l^   ■ 

their  own  purposes.  •^' 


A    VISION    OF    .TESL'8. 

In  order  to  disbelief  in  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  one  has  to  reckon 
these  disciples  base,  deliberate  deceivers.  If  Jesus  did  not  rise  then  these 
men  fabricated  a  stupendous  falsehood,  proclaimed  it  abroad  and  gained 
credence  for  it  by  telling  how  again  and  again  h^  had  appeared  unto 
them,  and  finally  led  them  out  to  Olivet  whence  after  blessing  and  com- 
missioning them  he  ascended  to  the  Father. 

Then  observe  also  that  disbelief  in  Jesus'  resurrection  leads  to  dis- 
belief in  all  these  Xew  Testament  Scriptures.  For  if  ^hese  men  were  so 
base  and  unscrupulous  as  to  proclaim  a  deliberate  falsehood  regarding  the 
resurrection  of  Jesus,  who  can  place  reliance  upon  the  other  things  they 
told  and  wrote  of.  And  so  you  see  the  whole  New  Testa Tient  comes  into 
disgrace  and  doubt  so  soon  as  these  disciples  are  set  down  as  dishonest, 
unscrupulous  deceivers  and  their  story  of  the  resurrection  accounted  a  false- 
hood, told  to  serve  their  own  purposes.  Moreover  if  these  men  were  false 
men  and  if  these  Scriptures  are  untrustworthy,  then  we  have  a  strange 
plionomcnon,  indeed.  We  have  these  New  Testament  Scriptures — the 
work  of  these  base  deceivers,  containing  their  deliberate  fals3hoods  with 
possibly  somewhat  of  truth — we  have,  I  say,  these  New  Tostawent  Scrip- 
tures of  such  an  origin  and  content  doing  more  for  the  elevation,  allevia- 
tion and  illumination  of  men  than  any  and  all  other  agencies.  Verily 
this  would  be  good  coming  forth  from  evil — swoet  waters  from  bitter 
fountains.  And  so  the  conclusion  is  forced  upon  us  that  though  the  fact 
of  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  has  been  disputed  there  can  be  found  no  good 
reason  for  doing  so.  Indeed  the  argument  all  seems  in  support  of  the 
declaration  of  the  Scriptures  that  Jesus  rose  from  the  dead. 

Still  further  confirmation  of  our  faith  is  found  in  this  that  the 
resurrection  of  Jesus  is  an  attested  fact.  Ten  appearances  of  our  Lord 
t  )  the  (liseiplcs  diirinu'  the  forty  day>  inti  rvening  Wtwren  the  resurrecHnn 
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and  ascen8ion,are  recorded  in  the  New  Testament.  He  appeared  unto  Mary 
Magdalene,  and  until  he  spoke  she  took  him  to  be  the  gardener.  Later  he 
appeared  unto  the  other  women  returning   Tom  the  sepulchre  and  accept- 
ed their  worship.  'ITien  he  appeared  unto  Peter  and  afterwards  to  Cleopas 
Hnd  another  as  thev  journeyed  to  Emmans.  That  evenincr  he  visit..!  the 
co,ni.a..v  or  th.  apu.ile..    Ki^ht  dav.  aft..-,  that  ...  tV  m  xt  l.^nl  .  1  ay.  he 
vi.it.d  then,  a^aip.    M.nvover  w.  ivad  ,hat  he  appeared  unt..  tuv  ..t  tht.u 
on  the  shore  of  the  Sea  of  GalUee,  and  again  to  hve  hundred  ol  them  on 
a  mountain  in  Galilee.  We  also  read  of  his  appearance  to  his  brother  Jame. 
and  also  to  the  eleven  at  Jerusalem  when  he  led  them  out  to  Bethany, 
whence  he  ascended  unto  glory.  We  read  further  of  hi.  appearance  some 
years  after  this  to  Saul  of  Tarsus  as  he  journeyed  to  Damascus.  Lxcept 
in  the  case  of  Stephen,  to  whom  in  the  hour  of  his  martyrdom  was  grant- 
ed a  vision  of  Jesus,  there  are  no  other    Scripture    testimonies    to  our 
Lord's  appearing  unto  men.  But  what  good  reasons  are    there  for  doubt- 
ing the  candid  testimony  which  saints  have  given  concerning  the  vision 
of  Jesus  they  have  had  in  their  expiring  moments.  I  cannot,  however,  fol- 
low this  interesting  subject  further  at  this  time.  Let  me,  however,  impress 
it  upon  all  your  minds  that  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  is  not  something 
which  was  proclaimed  by  the  disciples  without  justification  or  warrant  for 
on  at  least  ten  occasions,  and  possibly  on  many  more,  he  showed  himself 
alive  unto  them  after  his  resurrection,  talking  with  them,  walking   with 
them,  instructing  them. 

To  say  nothing  of  the  inspiration  of  the  New  Testament  writers  and 
the  consequent  reliableness  of  the  records,  the  fact  of  Christ's  resurrec- 
tion is  attested  as  no  other  fact  of  ancient  history  or  of  the  early  Christian 
era.  The  conquests  of  Alexander  the  Great  or  the  invasion  of  Briton  by 
Caesar,  or  the  religious  rites  of  the  ancient  Druids-Spartan  courage  or 
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Athenian  culture,  or  the  life  and  work  of  such  as  Homer  and  Plato  or  the 
tragic  death  of  Socrates  or  Julius  Caesar— you  would  be  surprised  to  know 
how  few  historical  witnesses  there  are  to  any  one  of  these  or  other  facta 
of  ancient  history,  that  is  to  say,  historical  witnesses  contemporaneous 
with  the  events  themselves.  Yet  these  are  accepted  as  facts  of  history  with- 
out the  shadow  of  doubt.  But  to  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  every  New 
Testament  writer,  with  possibly  two  exceptions,  bears  witness,  and  these 
were  men  of  his  own  generation  or  of  that  immediately  succeeding.  Thp 
twenty-seven  books  of  the  New  Testament  which  were  all  written  before 
the  close  of  the  first  century  and  many  of  them  within  thirty  years  of  the 
ume  of  Christ,  are  all  separate  documents,  independent  of  each  other,  it 
being  onlv  for  convenience  they  are  bound  together  in  one  volume— yet 
with  the  exception  of  Jamc:  ?jld  Jude,  each  writer  bears  independent 
testimony  to  the  fact  of  Jesus'  resurrection  from  the  dead,  it  cannot  be 
gainsaid  that  the  accepted  facts  of  ancient  history  and  of  the  early  Chris- 
tian era  are  by  no  means  so  well  attested  by  witnesses  belonging  to  the 
times  in  which  the  events  occurred,  as  is  the  resurrection  of  our  Lord. 
Poubt  and  disbelief  in  this  leads  not  only  to  a  denial  of  the  integrity  of 
the  disciples  and  New  Testament  authors;  not  only  to  disbelief  of  the  New 
Testament  Scriptures  .  s  reliable  records,  but  to  doubt  and  disbelief  of 
ancient  history  at  large. 

In  conclusion.  1  remark,  in  his  resurrection  Jesus  was  "declared  to 
be  the  Son  of  God  with  power"  and  himself  set  forth  ?s  victor  over  death. 
Therefore  let  not  the  saints  be  troubled,  neither  let  them  be  afraid.  Death 
.shall  liot  have  (lomiiiion  over  them.  The  Lonl  is  risen  indeed.  He  lives,  an"! 
since  he  lives  they  shall  live  also.  They  shall  survive  in  the  hour  of  dis- 
solution. 
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V. 

The  uorlcl  uws  ...ore  than  .an  be  luld  to  the  discoveries  of  men 
tl^ou.h  exploration  and  »cienulic  research.  What  euMchmc-nt  In  ma- 
iciuai  resources  has  .ome  ihr.n.gh  ,he  discovery  oi  new  -'.Unenls  and 
biund.  wilh  their  abuiulaut  wealth  of  ivv..i,  nunc  and  soil.  WluU  w- 
Imite  and  varied  hkssu.gs  havu  become  ilw  her.tage  ui  the  .u>k^  ot  ...en 
because  of  the  di.cover.e.  of  .ludeni.  uf  medical  science,  physical  science, 
.cononde  science,  theology,  archeology,  physiology  and  hi.lory  \  erd> 
the  world  IS  under  eternal  obl.gal.on.-  to  d..coverer.  ol  truth  m  the.e  and 
other  realms.  Men  al  large,  hnw.ver,  are  noi  di.overers  in  Uiese  spher-. 
1„„  „,.„.  .,„  Hu.ke  diMov-ne.  n..v..rihch.>.,  of  n.tiu.i..  Mgnih.an.v  ami  mo- 
ment for  themselves  ni  view  of  the  life  that  n^w  is  and  ...   that  wluh  .s 

to  oome.  .J       1       -1 

The  child  grows  hv  the  day  and  the  year.     First  it  is  in  touch  wnh 
the  members  of  ihe  faniilv  and  hoiisehohl,  later  it  hehol.U  th-  tlower.  and 
trees,  the  sun  and  clouds.     Then  he  begin>  .o  pour  hi.  questions  coneeni- 
„.„.  ,lu.-,.  .hiM..>  .nt.  u.o.h.T--  .-a.-.     The  ehihi  ha>  .H-covcred  for  hi.n~eU 
tlH.  Visible  universe,      ills  question^  tell  us  so.     True,  his  d.scover.e.  are 
txceedmglv  limited,  for  creation  with  iis  inlinite  my.teries  lies  beyond  hm 
a,  ocean 'i;ev,.nd  harh.-r.  neverihelo.  .!..•  chUd  ha.  discovered  the  viable 
universe.     He  has  louched  a  point  on  it<  measureless  borders.     Uv  ha,, 
planted  a  foot  upon  ils  vast  expanses,     lie  ha.  canght  a  glimp.e  oi  th.- 
border  of  it.  outer  garment.     He  has  btk^n  a  sip  from  its  tounlams  of 
i-nowle.lgo  and  mvslerv,  infiinite  in  depth.     T-ater    he    walks    ahr.a.l. 
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Sauntering  some  day  alonji  llic  liigliway  or  acrosa  a  field,  he  looks  into 
thf  heavens  and  iw^'ins  to  wonder.  H^  looks  on  the  landscape.  He 
sees  river,  jdain,  mountain,  forest,  and  yonder  the  ocean.  He  sites  flocks 
and  herds  grazing  in  luxuriant  pasturelands.  He  hears  tlie  birds  singing 
in  the  leafv  trees.  He  louku  above  and  sees  the  sun  and  fleecy  tloudti 
and  the  great  expanse  of  blue.  He  recalls  the  stars  that  shone  out  tlirougli 
the  darkness  tlie  night  b.'forr  and  the  beautiful  moon  too.  Then  he  aaki 
the  question:  "Who  made  all  these  things?  Some  one  did."  Ah,  the 
boy  has  discovered  God.  Creation  is  siinply  the  garment  m  which  the 
Creator  robes  Himself,  and  admiring  the  garment  the  boy  has  discovered 
(Jod.  He  knowa  not  much  of  Him,  yet  but  if  he  sluiU  be  true  to  himtielf 
and  follow  the  leadings  of  the  tiud  lie  has  dit^iovered.  he  shall  yet  know 
more  of  Him.  And  even  if  he  shall  not  '•follow  (^n  to  know  the  J.ord.""  die 
conviction  and  knowledge  gotten  in  that  first  discovery  of  the  Creator 
will  abide  with  him,  for  it  is  only  after  long  and  tircBome  attempts  Uiat 
a  man  can  argue  liimself  into  the  belief  that  there  is  no  Uod.  And  when 
lie  tliinks  he  ha^  effectually  done  so  and  talks  glibly  about  there  being  no 
sucli  Being,  1  think  in  Uie  depths  of  his  heart  a  conviction  that  there  ii» 
a  God,  Btill  abidi-s  and  silently  declai    i  his  spoken  word  a  lie. 

Aye,  it  is  a  great  day  in  the  life  of  a  person  when  he  discovers  God 
and  sooner  or  later  I  think  every  one  makes  tlie  iliseovery.  It  matters 
not  by  what  name  we  cull  Him.  It  may  be  Brahma,  it  may  be  Jehovah, 
it  mav  be  God.  It  may  be  First  Cause,  it  may  be  Mind,  it  may  be  Jesuii — 
God  manifest  in  flesh.  It  mutters  not  by  what  name  we  call  Him,  so 
long  as  we  have  discovered  Him  and  follow  His  leadings  by  whatsoever 
means  thcM'  may  \>v  made  known.  Another  di.-covery  uf  great  moment 
in  the  life  of  an  individual  is  the  discovery  of  himself.  In  the  course  of 
its  development,  the  child  comes  to  know  father,mot]ier,  brothers,  sisters. 
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It  i->onies  in  t<'uch  aleo  with  tlio  uorld  of  lift-  and  things  out^ide.  hut  as  vot 
tlic  chihi  hiip  never  wnke  to  the  tonsciousmss  of  its  own  indt'iuMwI.-nt 
being.  Thoro  comos  a  timr,  however,  earlier  or  hiter.  in  the  ehihiV  life 
when  ho  discovers  t'^iat  father  ami  mother,  brother  and  sifter  are  not  pari* 
of  himself,  or  lu"  a  part  ..f  them,  lie  diftcovers  that  tii.'v  are 
distinct  and  separate,  as  ^re  also  his  toys  and  lii-  pet^.  .\t 
the  same  time  he  discovers  that  He  iiimsrlf,  is  distinet  aii'i  ^e|l- 
aratc  from  each  and  all.  >^o  there  has  dawn.'d  upon  ilw  <  luM's 
mind  the  thou;rht  of  per-onality.  lie  has  discovered  himsrlf, 
though  his  discovery  is  very  indistin.i  and  indediutr.  Home 
d.-iy  later  still,  he  is  called  to  account  for  some  act  of  misconduct  and 
he  get*  a  closer  view  of  himself.  He  sees  he  stands  in  relation  to  per- 
sons and  things  and  that  he  is  accountable  for  his  conduct. 

By  degrees  yet  other  knowledge  concerning  himself  come-  to  him. 
Thinking  of  him-elf  in  relation  to  otliers  an.l  the  consefpicnt  acount- 
ability,  he  comes  to  think  of  himself  in  relation  to  God  and  his  acountfl- 
bilitv  to  Him.  So  conscience  awakes  and  bills  him  do  the  right.  Then 
he  disobeys  the  voice  of  conscience  and  feels  condemned.  lie  has  dis- 
covered himself  n  sinner— though  lie  may  not  so  formulate  the  thought  in 
his  own  mind.  Then  some  day  there  comes  to  lum  the  thought  of  his 
immortality,  and  following  it  the  thought  of  God's  intention  in  his  l.einir. 
The  hov  is  discovering  himself— discovering  more  of  himself,  .\ndsoasthe 
\ears  pass  he  will  continue  making  discoveries.  He  will  discover  his 
latent  powers  of  body  and  mind  and  the  possibilities  of  achievements  that 
lie  before  him.  Moreover  among  other  things  he  will  discover  his  need 
of  Divine  help  in  order  to  escap'^  from  the  dominion  and  defilement  of 
sin  and  achieve  in  life  and  character  the  tilings  he  would  and  should. 
So  I  come  to  my  next  thought— the  discovery  of  the  Lord  and  Saviour 
men  need.  4.1 
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Soino  of  tht'  iliMOvrrir-  which  have  b'tii  frniiuhl  wiili  l.ir;.''-.!  Motifs, 
in;:  \i>  the  \Mirli|  li.i\r  lircii  iiiir\|»'i'ir(||y  iiiMili'  li\  1  hini;^ht  I'll  I  ni'ii  111  ihi'ir 
pursuits  nf  ilic  ordinary  til^l^■'  ami  cxiirriniriit-  of  lift>  'l'lii\  have  Ijocu 
hii|ijii  ill  il  ii|Min.  -II  I"  >|icak.  whili-  ulhri'-  ha\r  Ih'i'ii  iii.hir  iiiiU  al'i'T  iii'i-l 
(lilijicnl  ami  careful  invoHtiiralimi  ami  rt-scari  h,  h  i>  thr  >aiiii'  iii  ri';^'ar(l 
t(;  t'lcsi'  s|i('cial  <li-c<i\crirs  nf  wliiili  I  am  -pi  akiiiL'.Snmc  iia\c  In  !«• 
hought  for;  othiTs  arc  inadf  without  thi'  MTkmu'.  As  a  [xr-iui  walkiup 
alonp  the  street  niav  aicidcut^iHv  strike  hi-  fiml  aLraitist  ;i  liiin|i  nf  eiirth 
rnd  pomptliinir  bri<;lil  and  plist^MiinLT  i-  thrnwii  niii  ii|ui!i  tlir  pavenieul  — 
perhaps  a  piece  of  goM,  per]i:i|i-  only  a  pin.  Si  in  tin'  oidinaiv  pursuilB 
of  life,  persons  without  the  seeking',  ^l^lml'le  iijion  tlie-e  ureal  truth-  and 
discover  tlie  visilde  universe,  tlie  invi-ihie  Crcatnr.  tlvir  [ler-onalily,  ic- 
Fponsit)ility,  sin  and  need. 

The  discoviMV  of  Jesus  the  Saviour,  however,  is  nni  made  hy  neri- 
flent.  There  an'  and  have  heen  lases  of  wliieh  tlie  T.ord  nii.dit  «ay:  "I 
wa-  roiiml  of  them  that  aski^l  imt  for  Mo,"  Imi  ilio\  aiv  exceptional.  V.\- 
perienee  indicates  that  not  until  one  has  rome  to  eharlv  pererive  his 
reed  of  a  Saviour  and  has  turned  to  God  f"r  menv  and  suceoiir  doc-  the 
T/u-d  reveal  Him-rlf,  and  even  then  the  ilis.-overv  i-  on'v  limi'-d  and 
parti.d.  I*  is  a  fortunate  thin::,  however,  when  a  -oul  makes  even  this 
partial  discovery  of  Jesus  and  embraces  Ilim  as  S'  viour  throu'ih  whom 
Ciod's  ftrace  and  mercv  aro  ministered. 

A  jn'eat  many  >eem  to  he  content  with  this  limited  knnwh'duc  of 
TTim.  "Rut  there  are  oilier-  who  rr(i  on  searchinp.  They  '"follow  on  to 
know  the  TiOrd"  and  thev  are  not  disappointed.  Thev  make  new  dis- 
coveries of  TTim  and  everv  one  makes  TTim  a  larper  Christ.  L"l  me  illu-- 
trate:  You  are  introduced  to  "Mr.  Pdank.  TT"  is  a  jrentleman  travelling 
for  his  Ticalth.     Tn  cour.-o  of  conversation  you  find  out  he  is  a  Christian 
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ni.in.  Yniir  f1i-ro\piv  lias  innilc  him  to  you  a  Inrt^or  man.  Ho  is  a  man, 
plus  the  Christian  plomonts.  Xoxt  dnv  you  arc  spoakinjr  nboiii  fhf  nt'Ofk 
of  some  philanthropic  "r  hmfvulcnt  inslitulinu  nml  ho  writos  you  a  ohork 
for  a  thonsMU'l  dollars.  Yon  liavo  (IIsiovckmI  ho  is  wcalihy  and  witlial 
hrncvolont.  Tfr  is  a  liir;ii  r  iti;iii  to  you  now.  You  moot  him  at  a  social 
funoliiiri  of  litoratours  and  disiovor  ]i<>  is  aii  odncatod  man.  Your  di  — 
c'ovorv  makes  your  now  arquaintaiii  r  a  >till  lar;:rr  mm  to  \ou.  In  similar 
mannor  liavo  somo  found  Chri-i  lar^or  than  at  first  rovoalod.  Some  ha vo 
onlv  disrovrrid  Him  i;s  jh'  Saviour  wlio  will  socuro  to  thoin  pardon  of 
=in  and  heaven  when  thr\  dio.  OiIut-  have  L'otio  on  and  tlir'U.'li  infor- 
rourso  mado  now  discoveries  re<;ardini,'  Him.  'Hioy  havo  found  that  Ho 
is  an  unso'Mi  companion  hv  tln'  wav  in  ^juido  and  protoct,  tn  cimfort  and 
-Mpph— that  Ho  tan  lin  ak  tlio  |>owor  of  roitrniti;:  sin  and  >oi  iho  oaptivo 
free.  So  havo  fhov  conio  |o  know  fho  T.ord  as  others  do  not  and  thoir  di.- 
coveriee  havo  mado  Him  to  thorn  a  .^rroator.  larirer  Saviour. 

Mv  hrothor-,  you  havo  disrovorod  tlio  Saviour  as  tho  ono  throu'zh 
wlunn  pardon  and  oti-rnal  lil'o  aro  mini-loi'od  ?  Tlion  rojoioo,  for  it  is  a 
;:roat  di-oovorv  vou  have  mado.  Rut.  mav  I  a-k.  havo  you  disoovorod  tho^- 
nth"r  fo'fiir"-  of  Hi-  liH'  and  oharaotor?  Do  T  hoar  oonfossions?  "[ 
havo  no  sons'--  of  TTis  presonoo."  "y\\-  dofoats  aro  many,  my  victorios 
fow."  "^U  iouii"-r  is  xin'JT'^vornahlo."  -Mv  tonpur  i>  an  nnhridlod 
iiM'iul.ior."  "Mv  ovil  I'aliits  aro  lioxoin!  ni\  control."  .\h.  hrothors.  you 
have  not  found  tho  1ar;:or  Christ.  Ruf  vou  may.  Whv  shouM  not  you? 
Fp  and  start  out  for  frosh  disroverios  of  fho  T,ord.  May  this  morninjj 
date  the  bej;innini:j  of  your  expedition 
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VI. 

"Apart  friim  Me  Vf  cm  ilo  nothing." 

In  the  ]i;4ht  of  this  plain  aiiil  uu.iiiibiguuiis  >lat('nioiit  ■  ■■■rv  niio 
niglit  to  see  his  iiood  nl'  keeping  in  toiuh  with  tho  Lurd  il  lie  wnulil  live 
victorioui-ly  nnd  to  piirpo.-e.  The  iK'l'c.its  and  I'm i lures  wliiih  Ino  I'lc- 
fjuctitlv  attend  the  effort?  of  llic  chureh  an<l  of  indiviiiuaU  in  behalf  of 
their  fcUownicn  and  woiiiou  are  due  not  so  niueli  to  unwi-e  planning  or 
the  inipossil,<ility  of  ihr  ta.-ks  as  to  the  i.  et  that  the  lines  of  eoninumica- 
lion  with  God  have  not  b'en  kept  open  and  so  thev  have  been  ent  off  from 
base  of  supplies.     "Apart  from  Me,"  says  Jesus,  "ye  ean  do  nothing.'' 

One  of  these  lines  of  communication  which  nui.-i  be  kept  unbroken 
between  our  FiOrd  and  Ilis  disciples  in  order  to  their  victory  may  Ik-  called 
till'  Spirit-line.  It  corrc-pomls  to  the  eloctrie  lines  by  wliieh  a  garrison 
or  army  division  on  mareli  or  in  the  field  of  battle  is  kept  in  touch  with 
headquarters.  During  the  late  war  in  South  Africa  it  was  considen>d  of 
greatest  iini'-ortance  thai  tl'.e  telegraphic  and  teleplioiiie  coinnuinication 
between  the  different  garrisons  and  army  divisions  should  hf  maintained 
intact.  Hy  speaking  the  word  by  touch  upon  the  telegraph  instrument 
or  by  syllabic  into  the  tele[)hone,  the  message  was  conveyed  by  the  electric 
current  to  Its  destination.  Thus  the  military  commandants  with  their 
forces  could  g:  t  into  direct  touch  with  the  commandcr-in-chi<'f  at  any 
time. 

Now  the  Holy  Scriptuns  teach  that  it  is  through  the  Floly  Spirit, 
ronimunication  is  maintain>'.l  between  our  Lord  in  henveti  and  His  dis- 
ciples.    By  virtue  of  this  connection  our  messages  of  prayer  and  praise 
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Mints  into  direct  communicnln.n  «it1,  r»d,  otlicr.    ho    tl^t  '     • 

ri;  .„c  o,.cip.,..  into  toud,  wi.„  tiK.  I-;  *-;^^^-;:  '\ ;  :;/, 

in  the  o,„.  ca.c  great,  r  ,.o  tar  a«  I  kno.,  ''""  '°  ^'',';  ™'  '„  ,„„cl,  »ilh 
„„dor*n„l  how  the  Sp.rit  -'-;"';  ""/I'    ^^'X  ,  i    cu  m«  ,™t,- one 

•>-- ",'  '-'Ti'zz  ;;;"l°r : : .  » c:;;^;:.  Kiitrici., 

in  touch  wilh  his  fruni«l  f.u  awa^  •    ,       • ,  *,„,  n.ilv  Soirit 

IS  .o.,nin,l.v  as  inscrutable  by  tl.  bun.ni  iinn-l  a.  .  th       ol)  •  P  r 

Well  every  church,  every  diseu-lc  shouM  ue  .artful  ^'-    ^  ^  ^^     ) 

niul  praise-reports  from  ih.  seat  ol  war-,-hall  l^^"''  ";^'>  Z''"-        ^i^ 
n    the     lord    above.     Somelimcs     th.y     do     noi     l^nd     his    ear.       If 

inrni  ni  nj '^«'  ^  Cniiit  lint'  bptwoon  the  soul  and 

praise  uttered  upon  bfn.l.d  knoo  if  the  Sp  nt  i.n      e^ 
God  is  out  of  order?     Did  you  ever  go  through  t lie  forru  ^^ /*^^    ^ 
^P.«n.^es  under  such  conditions'     OK  what   a  calanutv  f^''^^'^  ^^  ^ 
,,  1     „,i  Pna  to  he  cut'     But  infinitelv  sadder  that  it 

'Zr^l'^Z^^t  ;:  •  n:  W  ^i-ered  iu  and  .0  on  dav  a.. 
T!IX  in  his  reports_,oin.  through  ^^^^  ^^-^^^  jl^^^'^ 
"How  are  von  gt^tin,  along  in  your  reli,,o,i.  ife.  ^^^"^^^'^  .,  jll';^"^. 
coin'^  throu<^h  the  motions,  parson,  Vm  .oing  through  the  motions.  May 
Z\L  Pitv  anv  of  us.  whether  in  pulpit  or  in  pe.v  nn,l  .'^F"  -  - 
I!  ,oe  our  follv,  if  we  arc  going  through  the  motion,  of  religious  l.^e^hile 
the  <i.irit  lin.  of  ,n,„,nnninn  Iwtwt.t.n  u.  and  nur  Lonl  i>  cut. 

Another  line  of  communication  which  should  be  welt  g..'.rded  and; 
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kept  unbroken  is  the  supplv  lino.     Amonfr  the  most  imporUmt  accessories 
of  armv  life  in  the  late  war  wt-r.'  th<;  supply  trains  and  wa>;on  convoys. 
With  the  utmost  diligence  and  caution  were  they  guarded,  hut  more  tliau 
uMCf   tlu'se    lin.'S   w.'iv    l.ruk.ii    l.y    tli-   .■lu-iuy,  and   as  a   c.i.sr.iur.uv 
our  soldiers  suffered  for  food,  ammunition  and  artillery  support.     Sup- 
plies for  the  Christian  soldier  are  positividy  needful  to  sjiiritual  health 
and  effectiveness,  and  the  Holy  Scriptur.s  constitute,  so  to  speak,  a  sup- 
ply from  (;od  al.ove  lo  Hi.  fnm-  uiMm  ihr  raiili.     Iln-r  an-  fuund  instru- 
n\ents  of  warfare  for  defence  in  the  day  of  battle  and  for  assault  upon  tlie 
ereiny  and  his  stronghold.  Her.'  are  directions  fur  all  the  einergeneies  of 
life.     Here  are  food  and  cordials  for  all,  in  shape  of  doctrine,  promise, 
invitation  and  warning.     So  my  counsel  is  that  you  guard  with  utmost 
diliirence   this    line,    for     tlie     value     uf     tiu'>e   Mipplle.    wliieli    tiod    m 
His  love  and  thoughtfuluess  for  us,  has  provided  and  sent  forward  to 
the  front  at  the  battle  line,  cannot  well  be  overestimated. 

And  not  only  guard  the  line  but  make  use  of  the  supplies  sent. 
Stran^'e  to  sav  it  is  at  this  point  that  many  fail.  They  will  contend  and 
argue  lor  the  Bible.  They  are  not  willing  that  it  shall  be  interfered  with 
in  any  way  by  critics  friendly  or  otherwise.  They  send  it  to  heatlien  na- 
tions—they place  it  in  church,  Sunday  school  and  home.  But  with  some 
their  relation  to  it  ends  with  ihese  good  services.  They  do  not  make  use 
of  the  Divine  supplies  in  the  Book  for  themselves.  They  do  not  take  the 
food  and  cordial  of  doetrine  and  promise  to  refresh  and  make  tluni 
strong.  Thev  do  not  gird  and  enrich  themselves  with  the  weapons  and 
in>tninients  uf  warfare  al  hand  here.  They  leave  all  unlouehed.  What 
would  you  *ink  of  an  army  that  would  guard  and  defend  its  supply 
traiiiN  and  eonvoy^.  yet  leave  the  .uiiiilie>  uiit<aiehed  while  the  m-'U 
shivered  for  ..-lothinj:-  and   famished   fnr   food?     This,  however,   is  what 
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some  do  in  thir^  spiritual  warfaro.  They  leave  the  supplies 
unufjed  and  so  virtually  the  supply  lino  between  Ihom  and  the 
T.ord  is  broken.  Let  this  line  of  communioation  wiOi  Head- 
quarters he  maintained  intact,  and  let  the  suppliop  be  freely 
used  to  refresh,  strengthen  and  fortify,  for  jiisl  as  an  army  ne<jleeting  to 
use  its  supplies  would  become  valueless  for  purposes  of  defence  or  march 
er  battle,  so  such  as  neglect  God's  word  hecotiie  valueless  to  our  Lord  and 
au  easy  ])rey  to  the  enemy. 

Yet  anothi  r  liiii>  of  commuuieation  between  our  Lord  and  His  pooi)lt 
which  siiuuld  be  kepi  open  and  in  order  i.i  what  may  be  terme<l  tlie  signal 
line.  Jn  modern  warl'are  the  signal  sy>tcm  of  communication  is  invalu- 
able.^ In  I  lie  early  days  of  Scotland'.s  wars,  by  signals  upon  the  hilltops 
the  Scoltisli  clans  Were  c<illea  together  lor  battle  or  warned  of  the  uneuu's 
inanoeuvres.  Jt  u..ed  to  be  that  in  time  of  battle  messages  to  this  or  that 
commanding  ollicer  on  the  field  were  sent  by  foutnieu  or  mounted  courier^, 
1. 111^  iinu  uhcn  j>o.,il,l..  ,uiil  uh.n  danger  is  great  comniiinication  is 
maintained  by  a  system  of  signals.     So  are  tlie  various  otlicers  with  their 

t..rr,.s  kr,,|  in  cuinniuninn  N.ith  the  .•l,i,.f  ulii.vr  in  cominand.  \uw  in 
e.nui.ciioii  will,  ivliginu.-  lilV  and  duly.  (jud  sometimes  lias  signals 
for  th.'  communication  of  his  will.  The  advice  and  warning  of  friends, 
piinidcniial  mliTpn-iiions.  app.niiinicni>  an. I  permissions;  natural  laws 
in  their  workings;  the  intuitions  of  the  heart— all  these  are  signals  indi- 
cating the  mind  of  God  to  such  as  have  spiritual  vision  to  behold  them 
iiiid  spiritual  apprehension  to  interpret  them.  Disregard  or  failure  to  in- 
terpret these  signals  leads  to  sure  disaster.  Balaam  of  old  disregarded 
llicM.  H-naU  and  MilVeivd  (.,v  hi.^  >elfuill.  I|,,,rv  ilavehu  k  oWed 
tlieni  and  prospered.  .My  brothers  let  us  not  ignore  this  si-nal  svstem 
with  whi<-h  we  are  all  more  nr  k-s  familiar,     h  is  ene  of  God's  line.-  of 
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communication  with  us,  let  il  be  kept  open.  Let  us  leaiu  to  read  events 
and  impreasiouB  which  stand  related  to  our  lives  and  then  obey  tiie  indi- 
cations. 

Do  any'  of  yuu  make  inquiry  concerning  the  reinforcenient.s  the  Lord 
sends  forward  to  those,  hardprest,  who  keep  tlie  lines  opL-ni'  l'"irsl  among 
these  1  mention  the  confidence  and  hope  as  to  the  issue  which  He  awakens 
in  such  hearts.  You  think  of  Abraham  in  lii»  wanderings  from  home  and 
kindred  and  country — a  pilgrim  and  stranger,  yet  ever  hopeful  and  con- 
fident. You  see  Jacob  no  longer  fearful  going  forth  to  meet  Ksau,  his 
brother.  Vou  see  Daniel  composed  and  eonlidiui  beforu  king  and  lions. 
What  was  tlie  :^ecret  of  all  this  hope  and  lonlidenee?  Tlie  altar  at 
Bethel,  at  Siehem  and  Beersheba ;  the  miduigiii  wrestle  with  iliu  angel; 
tile  window  open  toward  Jerusalem — these  tell  the  seeret.  These  men 
lived  in  eommuuion  with  God.  Tlit-y  kepi  the  lints  open.  I'lu-y  were 
in  constant  touch  with  the  base  of  supply  and  in  the  hour  of  need  rein- 
forcements were  sent  to  the  front. 

Another  reinforcement  is  courage  for  the  hour  of  danger.  Mark 
Elijah  without  a  quiver  challenging  the  priests  and  prophets  of  Baal  on 
Carmel. .  .Mark  the  Hebrew  worthies  beside  the  fiery  furnaee,  replying  to 
the  king's  proposal  to  save  them  if  they  will  bow  down  and  worship  the 
image.  "  Our  (iod  is  able  to  deliver."  .Mark  I'aui  and  Sila^,  fiieing  the 
angry  populace  yet  calm  and  fearless.  What  i-  the  explanation,  t[o  you 
a>k  ■"  Their  secret  communion  with  (iod.  Tlio.-  imii  kept  ilie  liiu'S 
open  and  God  supplied  their  need  aecording  to  His  riches  in  giorv 
through  Jesus  Christ. 

And  then  have  you  not  read  of  {'  e  power  Stephen  had,  Iujw  the  op- 
posers  of  truth  could  not  resist  tlie  spirit  with  which  lu'  spake  unto  them, 
and  how  the  apostles  were  so  girded  with  spiritual  power  at   (Vnte.  ost 

55 


'.»! 


A    VISION    OF    .lESfS. 

nnd  afterward,  that  multitudes  were  compelled  to  faith  and  submission. 
Wlience  this  power?  Behold  the  one  hundred  and  twenty  in  the  upper 
town  in  a  ton  days'  protracted  meetinjr,  waitinj,'  for  the  promise  of  the 
Father  and  obedient  to  their  Ix)rd'9  instriicti<in :  '-Tarry  in  Jerusalem 
until  ye  be  moved  with  power  from  on  high."  Thes(.  men  and  women 
were  keeping  open  +he  lines  of  communication  with  heaven  and  tlie  Lord 
Bent  them  the  reinforcements  of  power  for  their  work  and  confliet. 

Whoso  hath  ears  to  hear  let  him  hear.  Our  Tiord  is  without  varial.leiiess 
or  shadow  of  turning — the  same  yestt^rday.  today  and  forevt-r.  What  He 
(lid  for  ))atri(it.  projihet  and  apostle  lie  can  do  U>v  men  today,  and  more 
also.  If  men  will  put  away  their  sin  and  unbelief  and  receive  Him  as 
their  Ood  and  Saviour.  He  will  impart  His  life  and  Spirit.  And  if  they 
will  continue  in  touch  with  Him,  all  needful  supplies  for  the  various  emer- 
gencies of  life  will  he  afforded,  they  shall  live  to  purpose  and  achieve  such 
victories  in  life  and  character  and  bring  such  blessings  to  the  world  as  aie 
utterly  impossible  apart  from  the  Lord. 
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In  llie  gospi'la  we  liave  a  ser'es  of  word  pictures  of  Jcsus  in  II i'^ 
ii.inistry  as  ttaclier,  healer,  friend  and  .SaviDur.  'Hicsi'  passages  just  re.ul 
atford  us  ihreo  of  these  pictures — pictures  of  .Jesud  in  contemplation  ut 
his  work.  'J'hat  you  may  see  these  more  clearly  and  cumprehund  thnr 
meaning  more  readily,  ka  me  fill  in  the  i)aek-ground  from  the  gosp.-i:- 
l!iemsclves. 

Turning  aside  on  tlieir  way  from  Egypt,  whither  they  had  fled  at 
tlio  angel's  warning,  for  the  safety  of  the  child  .lesus  from  Herod  the 
King,  Joseph  and  Mary  went  down  to  Nazareih  of  lialilee.  'J'lie  ycar^ 
pass.  At  the  passover  season,  Joseph,  like  all  the  devout  of  his  nalion, 
went  up  to  Jerusalem  to  observe  the  feast.  Whenever  it  was  possible 
doubtless  Mary  accompanied  him.  This  year  when  they  begin  to  make 
preparations  for  the  journey,  1  can  imagine  Mary  suggesting  that  they 
take  Jesus  with  tlieni  this  time,  "lie  is  now  twelve  years  old,  Joseph," 
says  Mary,  "and  I  think  he  should  keep  tlds  passover  with  us  at  Jeru- 
salem and  see  the  Temple  service."  So  it  is  agreed  tliat  Jesus  go  with 
ihem.  They  and  others  from  Nazareth  set  out  on  the  journey.  Here 
and  there  at  the  meeting  of  the  by-ways  with  the  main  roail  to  Jeru- 
.-alem  they  are  joined  by  other  companies  on  the  same  erran<l,  viz.,  to 
appear  before  God  in  Zion  and  worship  Him  there. 

That  passover  week  was  a  great  week  for  Jesus.  He  was  familiar 
with  the  synagogue  worship,  but  probably  had  never  seeu  the  Temple 
service.     He  had  only  heard  of  the  olferings  and  sacrifices,  the  priests 
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i.nd  the  Temple.  But  now  Ho  saw  it  all  an.l  liow  lii:^  young  lu'art  wa^ 
iiiuvtni:  I'lif  w.ek  pa^t.  the  pilgriii:-*  make  r.a.ly  t.v  r.'iuni.  W  lu-ri 
Jo!ifph  and  Mary  had  got  llieir  baggage  tog.ilu  r  .I-mi-  u.i-  n-.l  at  hand. 
However,  ^et•ing  he  had  k-en  jxTniitted  to  move  abuut  ficly  with  the 
neighbors  from  Nazareth,  they  may  not  have  beea  overly  coiuvrned  lor 
him,  supposing  he  was  ahead  lu  the  caravan  with  some  "i  the  other  boy* 
Iruiu  .Nazai-elh.  When  hall  was  made  lor  Uie  night,  Joseph  and  Mar> 
Ugan  their  seanli  and  were  appalled  U,  lind  ihat  .l.-u^  u,-  n(ii  iii  llie 
company  and  had  been  left  behind  in  the  •  Hy.  Tliat  wa.  a  nighi  oi 
aiixiety'lor  Mary  and  her  husband.  Early  in  the  morning  liuv  del  out 
to  retrace  their  ste])!*  lu  ihe  city,  and  next  day  found  hua  in  liie  I'emple. 
When  Mary  entered  and  saw  her  boy  iu  the  midsi  of  Uie  learned  rabbis, 
in  animated  discussion,  bhe  may  have  had  swili  reeuUectiuu  oi  the  angel  = 
word  concerning'  him,  and  a  passing  vision  of  his  future.  At  all  esenls, 
with  only  the  gentlest  reproof,  she  spoke  and  said:  "Sou,  why  hast  thou 
thus  deaii  with  us;  behold  tliy  father  and  i  have  sought  thee  sorrowing." 
Whereupon  Jesue  simply  replied:  "Wist  ye  noL  that  1  should  be  about 
my  Father's  business r" 

Jeeud  was  found  in  the  Temple,  and  many  aa  one  has  found  him 
iu  the  same  piac«  since.  Say  what  we  may  about  the  possibilities  of 
conmiuuion  afforded  in  home  or  in  secret  prayer  closet,  still  the  fact  re- 
mains that  It  is  m  His  house  the  Lord  is  wont  to  reveal  Himself.  Says 
the  Psalmist:  "The  Lord  loveth  the  gates  of  Zion,  more  than  all  the 
dwellings  of  Jacob."  It  was  iu  the  most  holy  place  of  Tabernacle  and 
Temple  the  Shekinah  dwelt,  and  not  iu  tlie  homes  of  Israel.  God  has 
ever  magnified  in  His  Word  the  duty  and  privileges  of  worship  iu  His 
house.  Here  He  comes  to  accept  the  adoration  &i- 1  worship  of  His  peo- 
l>le,  and  diepcnee  His  gracious  bestowals.     Here     in  His  Temple  hav»» 
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rnanv  found  the  Lord  fm-  the  first  time  and  here  have  many  found  Him 
uholuid  loM  Him  from  their  liv,-.  IMem^d  are  they  who  connnuno  xnil' 
Him  in  the  Sandunry. 

Thev  found  Him  m  tl.o  Trni|.I..  in  llir  midM  of  the  habhi-,  l-tli 
h..nrinp  them  and  asking  th-n.  qu.--tionB.  What  questions  he  asked  that 
.l;,y.  :  guff.tions  tliat  wvnt  down  t-j  th.'  v-tn  foundation  of  thnr  hal.it, 
pnd  form-  of  worship;  -lue^tions  regarding  llie  meaning  and  vahir  nl 
rh.ir  sacrifices;  questions  nl.out  the  ScriiUures  which  astouud.'d  ih-,. 
tracher^  in  Israel  and  set  th.^n  thinking  ah)iij:  n.w  l.nos  of  mtviiir-ta- 
i^on  Onlv  a  lad  of  twelve  vears.  yet  was  he  already  hemnning  to  ynuv 
forth  unto  needy  souls  His  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge,  and  of 
this  grnee  havo  we  ourselves  receiveil,  nor  is  the  end  yet. 

And  he  said:  "Knew  vc  not  that  I  nniM  he  ahoiit  my  ^atllf•r- 
business."  Onlv  twelve  vears  old.  yt  at  home  in  the  Fathef%  House  and 
engaged  in  His  Father's  business.  Oh  the  beauty  of  early  -.nseeration 
of  one's  life  and  powers  to  the  service  of  (Jod.  U  any  thing  niorc  beau- 
tiful than  a  child  serving  the  Lord?  Nor  only  beautiful  to  look  upon 
i.  vouthful  eonseeration,  it  insures  protection  also.  "Twill  B.ue  you 
from  a  thousand  snares,  to  mind  religion  young."  Blessed  indeed  are 
tl.pv  who  earlv  surrender  the  faculties  of  soul  ami  body  to  the  Lord,  to 
he  sanctified  unto  His  service.  •    j      .. 

"I  must  work  the  works  of  Him  who  sent  me  while  it  is  day. 
Eighteen  vears  have  passed  since  we  saw  him  in  the  Temple.  He  went 
home  that'  dav  with  .Toseph  and  Marv  and  was  subject  unto  them  a.,  a 
dutiful  son,  growing  the  while  in  wisdom  and  stature,  and  in  favor  with 
(Jod  and  man.  We  cannot  imagine  that  he  was  otlier  than  the  best  of 
boys.  I  dare  sav  there  were  parents  in  Nazareth  who  mourned  the  evd 
wave  of  their  boys.     .And  I  can  imagine  some  mother  saying:     'Mf  my 
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Fcn  Jacoh  were  only  industrious  and  filial  like  Mary's  son  Jpsus,"  and 
a  father  laments,  paying:  "If  you,  Simon,  my  son,  were  only  religiously 
incline"!  like  neighbor  Joseph's  son  Jesus."  Yes,  he  was  the  most  dutiful 
of  sons,  the  purest  of  boys,  the  best  and  noblest  of  young  men.  At  his 
baptism  a  voiie  from  Heaven  testified:  "This  is  my  beloved  Son  in 
wliom  I  am  well  pleased."  Then  of  the  Spirit — he  is  led  into  the  wilder- 
ne.ep.  Alone  JIc  faces  His  temptations,  maintains  His  integrity,  and 
comes  forth  from  the  ordeal  a  victor.  Hastening  back  to  Nazareth  lie 
goes,  as  was  His  custom,  into  the  Synagogue  on  the  Sabbath  day  to 
worship,  and  was  given  the  role  of  Isaiah  the  prophet,  i  suppose  He  had 
often  before  read  the  lesson  of  the  day  and  made  His  comments,  so  this 
was  no  new  experience  for  Him.  Opening  the  role  he  began  reading: 
"The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  CJod  is  upon  Me,  because  the  Lord  hath  anoint- 
ed ^fe  to  preach  good  tidings  unto  the  meek;  He  hath  sent  Mo  to  bind 
in  tlie  broken-hearted,  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  open- 
ing of  the  prison  to  them  that  are  bound;  to  proclaim  the  acceptable  year 
of  the  Lord."  Then  passing  the  Book  to  the  ruler  of  the  Synagogue  He 
sat  down.  About  Him  were  His  relatives,  friends  and  neighbors  with 
whom  ho  had  lived  and  wrought  for  twenty  years  and  more.  He  was 
known  among  them  as  Joseph's  son  Jesus,  for  they  wore  ignorant  of 
His  divine  kinshiji.  Yet  he  faces  them  all,  this  humble  young  carpenter, 
nnd  savs:  "Thi^  dav  is  this  Scripture  fulfilled  in  your  hearing."  Then 
proceeding,  he  publicly  announced  to  His  astonished  hearers,  His  Mes- 
siahship.  (ratherins:  about  Him  His  disciples  he  entered  at  once  upon 
the  work  of  His  ministrv,  saying  to  them  who  marked  His  busy  life 
and  great  works:  "I  must  work  the  work  of  Him  that  sent  Me  while  it 
i-  dav." 

yow  there  are  two  things  in  connection  with  this  second  picture  of 
Jfs\is  whicli  you  should  nut   fail  to  notice:  and  the  first  is,  that  Jesus 
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a^i.ociate.^  His  di^^ciples  with  him  iu  the  work  to  which  the  Father  had 
aprointcl  llim.     This  does  not  appear  in  the  King  James  verPion.  hut 
(]oe,^  in  the  Revision.     In  this  latter  the  passage  is  translated  more  ox- 
actlv.  and.  instead  of  "1  must  work,"  we  read,  "we  must  work  the  works 
n'  Him  that  sent  Me."    So  you  sec  our  Lord  associates  His  disciples  with 
irim  in  His  work.     And  not  only  here      ^^^len  he  sent  forth  the  twelve 
Mnd  the  sevenlv,  He  pave  thnn  power  to  do  just  such  works  as  he  wa  = 
dointr  for  poor,   ignorant,  suffering  humanity.     And  later,  when  after 
His  1-esurreetion  He  commissioned  the  Apostles,  it  was  in  the.se  word- 
"As  the  Father  hath  sent  ^fe  even  so  send  T  you."'     Also  Paul  reitorate^ 
\ho  same  truth  when  he  savs:     "We  are  co-workers  with  God."     Verily 
the  Christian's  is  a  high  calling.     And  we  do  not  well  io  lose  sight  of 
tl,.>  thoi.      i  that  whil-  Jesus  is  tlie  chief  workman -has  done  and  is  do- 
ing some  things  we  oinnoi,  yt  many  of  the  things  he  did  and  does  for 
the  -ood  of  our  common  humanity,  we  can  do,  and  may  and  should.    To 
do  them  should  be  accounted  more  than  duty;  it  should  be  esteemed  our 
privilege  and  in  the  doing  we  should  not  forget  that  Jesus  in  His  own 
person  "has  dignifiod  such  work ;  indeed,  is  now  our  co-worker. 

Note  also  that  opportunities  for  such  work  wait  for  none.  "We  must 
work  fhe  works  of  Him  that  sent  Mc,  while  it  is  day  for  the  night 
f  ometh  "  Hence  Jesus'  life  was  a  busy  one.  Hence  you  and  T  should 
be  dili-ent  in  our  appointed  tasks.  At  longest,  it  will  not  be  long  be- 
fore  the  opportunities  of  working  with  our  Lord,  for  the  instniction,  the 
comfort,  the  betterment,  the  salvation,  of  our  fellow  men  and  women 
i-hall  have  passed  from  us ;  therefore  loiter  not.  ^^ 

"r  have  finished  the  work  whiih  Tliou  gavest  me  to  do.  the  work 
of  Jesus'  earthlv  ministrr  is  about  finished.  Faithfully  has  He  wrought 
-teaehing,  healing,  cheering,  saving-while  some  have  blest,  and  some 
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have  cnrtiod.  He  is  now  under  <'iie  shadow  of  the  cros?.  Tomorrow  He 
will  (lif.  So  Ho  iiieots  with  His  loved  disciplos,  eats  tlu'  pasfovcr  meal 
with  them ;  institutes  the  ordinance  of  tae  Supper  for  the  comemoration 
of  ilis  (kMtii;  talks  with  them  of  Hi^  dejiarture,  of  their  tribulation 
and  ultimate  triumph,  of  their  duty  to  oaeli  otlier,  and  their  liual  gather- 
in;,'  to  llimsi'lf.  Then  He  lifts  up  His  heart  in  that  beautiful  prayer: 
"Father,  the  hour  is  come;  glorify  Thy  son  that  Thy  son  may  also  gh)r- 
ify  'j'liec.  J  have  gloriliod  Thee  on  tlie  earth.  I  have  finished  the  work 
whicli  'J'hou  gavest  Me  to  do.''  Observe  that,  in  reviewing  His  lifn  He 
had  the  satisfaeliim  of  knowing  that  His  Father's  business,  about,  which 
lie  :-r\  Himself  that  day  long  ago  in  the  temple,  lie  had  so  faithfully  at- 
tended to,  that  he  could  now  say:  "I  have  finished  the  work  which 
'J'hnii  gavest  me  to  dn." 

My  brothers,  will  you  helieve  it,  we  must  all  review  some  day. 
Whether  we  would  or  not,  we  will  and  must.  "Oh  the  years  of  sinning 
wasted,  could  I  but  recall  tticm,  I  would  give  them  to  Jesus,"  thus  a 
voting  man  lamented,  hut  no  lamentation  could  recall  the  wasted  years, 
"i^iirv  it  with  mo;  hury  it  with  mo,''  cried  a  dying  prodigal.  "Bury 
M'hat  ?''  said  a  bystander.  "My  influence,  my  influence,"  was  the  reply. 
In  what  marked  contrast  with  these  are  the  words  of  Paul  as  he  reviews 
his  life.  "I  nm  now  ready  to  he  offered  and  the  time  of  my  departure 
i<  at  hand.  T  have  fought  fhe  good  fight;  T  have  finished  my  course;  T 
have  kept  the  faith."  Yes.  whether  we  would  or  not,  we  will  and  must, 
n  view  some  dav.  Back  over  the  years  the  mind  shall  travel  to  discern 
the  irood  and  ill  of  life.  What  shall  the  judgment  be  when  you  review? 
If  to  the  end  you  live  life  just  as  you  are  living  it,  have  you  reason  to 
hnlievo  that  upon  the  last  review,  you  can  look  up  to  the  Father  and 
^ay:  "7  have  glorified  Thee  on  earth;  I  have  linishod  the  work  Thou 
gavest  nie  to  do."  64 
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These  arc  the  word.-^  of  a  iium  born  i-lii.-l.  to  whom  Jesu.  rccovorci 
sight  and  constitute  his  appeal  unto  his  fellow  u.wnsineii.  'i'hey  intro- 
duce us  at  once  to  the  interesting  -ubje.t  ol'  .liseipleship  as  rehited  to 
Jesus  Christ.     lx;t  me  ask  and  answer  three  .n'e.iious  in  regard  to  the 

matter. 

What  is  it  to  he  a  dis.  iplo  of  Jesus  Christ?  A  grrat  deal  o[  mys- 
terism  has  enshrouded  men's  thouglit  and  teaeliin-  re-arding  this  matter, 
and  it  is  to  be  accounted  for  in  hu-gc  part  by  the  fa  t  that  the  sovereign 
acts  and  influences  of  the  IIolv  Spirit  upon  the  nature  and  life  of  tlie 
diseiple  a-  brought  forward  for  exph.natiun.  Thus  th>'  divmo  and 
huiran  elements  are  interwoven  in  thouglit  and  teaching.  There  is,  how- 
ever, no  sufficient  reason  why  these  sovereign  acts  of  ♦he  Holy  Spirit 
Phould  be  introduced  into  the  question  of  diseipleship  pi^re  and  simple. 
We  read  of  the  disciples  of  Moses  and  Confucius  and  Socrates  and 
Darwin  and  Kant  and  Emerson.  To  he  a  disciple  of  Jesus  is  not  differ- 
ent in  character  from  being  a  disciple  of  these  men.  The  disciples  of 
Socrates  were  simply  persons  who,  having  implicit  confidence  in  the 
worth,  worthiness  and  wisdom  of  the  man.  had  put  themselves  under  his 
instruction  to  be  led  unto  the  knowledge  and  practice  of  tho  tru[h  which 
thev  were  assured  he  possessed.  The  same  may  also  be  saul  of  tho  disc- 
ple^  of  Emerson  or  Confucius  or  Moses  or  Inpersol.  They  are  .^mply 
persons  who  believe  in  these  men -in  their  sincerity,  worth,  wisdom 
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end  doctrine,  and  have  put  thomsclvos  under  the  instructions  and  guid- 
iincc  nf  tliof  nifii  in  lunttiT^  ol'  failli  and  prattiee. 

And  -n  for  nnc  t<>  lutomc  a  di>cipl('  dI'  .Fir-u>  i>  for  him  helioving  in 
th(  j.'()0(lii('>>,  >inei'rii.v.  worth  and  ilainis  of  Jon?;  to  put  himndf  under 
Ili>  in>Iruiiioii>  lo  lie  li'd  unto  the  knowli'djri'  of  the  truth.  Ho  when 
.!( -u~  (oninii>sioMr(|  lli>  (li><ipli's  to  "  (io,  niaki'  dis(i|de>  of  all  nation^, 
lia|iliziii;i  iht'iii."  he  meant  tiiat  they  >lioulil  -u  i)reM'n!  His  jrospel,  and 
>M  iTpn-rnl  it-  author,  thai  nifu  -hould  l)elit've  in  Him  —  in  Hi?  elaini-^. 
sinecritv.  worth  and  doctrine  —  and  l»c  iiulueed  to  liccomo  Hi>  di^cipler 
to  he  j^uided  unto  the  knowlcdire  and  practice  of  tiie  truth.  T)  become 
a  ili>ci)il('  of  de^us.  then.  i>  to  make  Him  in  all  the  concerns  of  life 
nne">  master  and  teacher,  with  full  eonlidence  in  Him  as  such. 

But  wliv  are  not  disciples  in  general  more  advanced  in  knowl- 
edj;e  of  .Ie>u>"  doctrine?  desus  once  said,  "  l(  any  man  will  do, 
or  willetli  to  do,  the  Father's  will,  he  shall  know  of  the  doctrine." 
And  the  reason  so  many  are  puzzled  and  confounded  by  Christ'^ 
(I'l'-ti-ines  is  that  they  do  not  obey  this  law  of  spiritual  apprehension — 
they  do  not  practice  what  they  know  —  they  do  not  make  use  of  truth 
already  acquired,  so  other  truth  remains  hidden.  Nor  is  this  law,  that 
the  disciple  can  only  increase  in  knowledge  of  spiritual  things  as  he 
makes  use  of  what  ho  already  knows,  a  law  of  the  realm  of  spiritual  truth 
only.  Tt  is  regnant  in  other  realms.  Tt  is  a  law  of  mathematics.  Take 
arithmetic,  for  instance.  In  subtraction  and  multiplication  one  must  use 
his  knowledge  of  addition.  One  cannot  learn  division  unless  he  makes 
use  of  his  knowledge  of  addition,  subtraction  and  multiplication.  Nor 
can  one  learn  how  to  solve  the  problems  of  fractions  unless  he  makes  use 
of  his  knowledge  of  addition,  subtraction,  multiplication  and  division, 
and  so  on.     In  the  study  of  algebra,  geometry,  history,  grammar,  this 
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same  law  holds  with  more  or  les8  constancy.     Progression  in  knowledge 
ii  conditioned  on  the  u.e  of  knowledge  ahvady  altanK-.l. 

So  Jesn^  did  not  cniiiioiate  a  new  law  wlu-n  lie  .aid,  ••  ll  any  man 
will  do  the  Father-,  will  hr  shall  know    of    the    doctrine."     U.    si.uply 
announced  it  a.  reguant  in  the  spiritual  Kingdon..     if  you  w,.h  lo  know 
what  Jesus  u.eant  when  lie  s.u.1.  "Take  n.y  yoke  upon  you  and  learn  ol 
nie  and  you  shall  lind  rest  unt.,  your  souU,"  enter  ll.=  servue  and  U-gin 
bearing  the  yoke.     If  vou  would  know  wheiluT  or  not  .lesu^  .-^.^Ke  uut.i 
when  He  saul,  "  Love'vour  eneui.es,  l.le.s  then,  that  eur.e  you.  uo  good 
to  them  that  hate  vou,"  ete.,  .lo  il,  and  you  will  not  long  be  uncu.wu.ed 
of  the  truth  of    His  command.     If  you  would  know   for  yourselve,  the 
bles^^lness  of  whuh  Jesus  speaks  when  he  .ays,  ••  Ules^ed  are  the  pure  u. 
l-.tart,  for  they  sl.all  see  (iod,"  and  if  you  would  have  vi.u.ns  ol  (.od   then 
be  pure  in  heart.     You  would  know  your  duty  on  tin.  oeca.ion.    Did  >ou 
do  vour  duty  on  that  occasion  r      Vou  would  have  more  light  upon   the 
word.     Are  you  living  up  to  the  light  you  have?     The  reason  there  is  hu 
much  skepticism  and  unU-lief  m  the  world,  an.l  men  are  so  dull  ol  appre- 
hension of  the  truths  Jesus  taught,  is  because  they  do  not  do  what  they 

know.  . 

Bat  after  all,  why  should  men  become  diseiples  of  JeeuB.^  Because 
it  i8  much  better  and  more  honorable  to  be  a  disciple  of  Jesus,  though  as 
of  old  he  be  dispised  and  rejected  of  some,  than  to  be  a  disciple  of  any 
other  the  world  has  ever  seen,  however  eminent  in  learning  or  scholarship. 
What  of  the  character  and  lives  of  these  who  have  appeared  from  time  to 
time  and  Bought  a  following?  Were  they  Frfect  and  entire  wanting 
nothing?  What  of  their  teachings?  Have  they  been  found  without 
error'  Nay,  nav,  when  the  best  that  can  be  said  of  the  best  of  them  is 
Bald,  imperfection  in  life  and  character  and  error  in  doctrine  has  to  be 
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admitted.  Notwithslandinn;  all  llioir  ].>iirnin<r.  all  tlio  light  and  all  the 
favors  of  their  ('nvironment,  their  teachings  have  l>oeii  found  more  or 
less  unreliahle.  and  life  and  character  have  exhibiti'il  luimaii  fanlta  aud 
frailtieB.  But  what  of  Jcsiis:'  Slauding  in  tlie  streiigtii  of  his  unsullied 
manhood,  1  hear  him  challenging  iiis  enemies,  "  Whieii  of  yon  eouviucetli 
me  of  Bin?"  But  they  could  not.  iu  all  these  centuries  there  have  been 
men  who  have  searched  these  gospels,  aud  scanned  his  life  aud  been  com- 
pelled to  coufess  they  find  no  fault  in  him  or  error  iu  his  doctrine.  This 
man,  a  humble  carpenter  from  Nazareth  of  Galilee,  without  any  of  the 
advantages  of  books  and  colleges  —  away  back  yonder  amid  the  low  moral 
fctandards  and  the  dim  light  of  Muses  and  the  prophets  —  this  man  pre- 
sents to  us  a  character  aud  life  without  imperfection  or  sin,  ami  taught 
doctrines  which  have  stood  the  test  of  the  ages,  how  he  towers  above 
any  tlie  world  has  ever  seen,  as  mountain  above  mole  hill.  How  glorious 
the  privilege  of  being  a  disciple  of  such  an  one. 

Nor  is  this  all  that  makes  him  glorious,  for  his  disciples  have  been 
the  benefactors  of  the  world.  Grievous  errors  in  doctrine  may  have  been 
entertained  by  them,  and  lamentable  failure  in  practice,  yet  through  them 
how  God  lias  blesl  the  world.  In  liieiature,  science  and  art,  in  stateman- 
ehip  and  reform  movements  —  in  commerce  and  industry  —  in  every  way 
and  all  ways  by  which  the  race  has  been  civilized,  elevated,  enlightened 
and  blest,  have  not  the  disciples  of  Jesus  constituted  not  only  leaders  but 
almost  the  entire  rank  and  lile  of  the  whole  host?  Where  would  the 
world  have  been  in  political,  social,  moral  and  industrial  developraeut 
had  there  been  no  disciples  of  Jesus  among  men?  in  what  condition 
would  our  own  city  be  today  if  from  its  founding  its  people  had  been 
unbelievers,  who  rejected  Jeeus  and  the  Bible,  being  followers  of  other 
teachers  — if    the   self 'fulgent    and    the    Sabbath    breaking    and    the 
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immoral  and  i\^e  intemperate  and  the  profane  and  unscnipulovis  had 
directed  its  morals  and  its  enterprises.  A  dark,  dismal  picture  looms  up 
before  imaginations'  eye  as  you  think  of  a  comm-mity,  a  city,  a  nutioa 
with  no  disciples  of  Josus,  uo  Bihle,  no  gospel,  no  Sunday,  no  churches, 
no  humane  and  benevolent  institution.-.  Verily  God  has  blest  our  « ity, 
our  land,  our  nation  through  the  disciples  of  Jesus,  fail  ihlo  and  faulty 
though  they  have  beeu  in  character,  life  and  doctrine. 

So  I  appeal  to  you  in  the  words  of  the  te.vt :   "  Will  ye  be  His  disci- 
ples?"    Distinguish  between  the  acceptance  of  Jesus  au<l  his  teaching 
and  the  acceptance   of   any    creed.      I    do   not    ask  you  to  believe  ai  I 
do  — as  our  church  believes—  1  do  not  ask  you  to  l)eli.ve  the  creeds  <>r 
doctrines  of  any  church.     I  simply  plead  that  you  cea*'  turning  your  back 
upon  Jesus,  whose  goodness,  sincerity,  worlli,  worthiness  or  wi.>doni  can- 
not be  gainsaid.    I  plead  with  you  to  become  his  disciples— to  study  at 
his  feet  and  practice  his  word.    To  do  this  may  entail  sacrinco  — to  do 
this  and  continue  may  lead,  doubtless  will  lead,  to  crisis  in  life  where 
eelf  must  suffer  as  upon  a  cross  —  still  I  plead  that  you  all  accept  Jesus 
as  master  and  teacher  so  becoming  his  disciples,     it  is  the  sensible  thing 
to  do,  for  he  alone  of  all  who  have  ever  lived  and  taught  has  been  found 
blameless  in  life,  character  and  doctrine.     It  should  be  an  easy  thing  to 
do  in  the  light  of  his  perfection  and  the  blessings  he  has  brought  to  men, 
and  I  am  sure  it  is  the  right  thing  to  do.  "  Will  ye  also  be  his  disciples.'  " 
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JetUft  was  iiiakiiig  a  iiii?^iuiiary  tour  tlir<ini,'li  Suutlu  in  I'riva.  At 
bi?  last  service,  which  had  been  cundueted  putwibi}  in  the  synagogue  of 
tlie  neigliborhood,  but  more  likely  by  the  wayside,  or  in  some  humble  home, 
u  uumber  of  mothei?  had  brought  uuto  him  their  children  that  he  might 
i'.r>>  ilniii.  I'.ir.iii,  i'  ill  i;i-  ariii--.  in-  niadi- lln' r'liiai  kal)!'' staliinciit 
that  whosoever  did  not  receive  the  kingdom  of  God  as  ii  little  child  should 
in  no  wise  enter  therein.  This  said,  and  the  other  young  childreu  blest, 
Jesus  with  his  diseiples  proceeded  on  his  way  to  Jerusalem,  lie  had  not 
gone  far,  however,  when  a  young  man  came  running  after  him,  and  kneel- 
ing down,  asked  what  good  thing  he  should  do  in  order  to  inherit  eternal 
life.  lie  probably  had  been  present  and  heard  what  Jesus  sai<l  in  blessing 
the  children.  Jesus  repeated  to  him  some  of  the  ef)mmandmeuts,  and  the 
young  iiuui  replied,  wiih  the  utmost  frankness,  "  All  tliese  have  I  kept 
iiciiu  iiiv  youth.  Then  "Jesus,  liehnlding  him,  lovecl  him,"  and  said  unto 
him,  "Go,  sell  that  thou  hast  and  give  to  the  poor,  and  come  tiike  up  thy 
cross  and  follow  me."  Whei-eupon  he  turned  and  went  away  sorrowful, 
for  he  ha.d  great  possessions. 

Jetius  beholding  him,  loved  him,  because  he  recognized  the  young 
man's  worth  and  achievement.  Jesus  has  a  Saviour's  love  for  all,  but 
that  is  not  to  say  he  has  not  special  love  for  some,  and  Jesus  love<l  tliis 
young  man  specially  because  he  recognized  in  him  attainment  in 
character  and  life  which  few,  if  any.  in  his  eircumstunces  had  reached. 
Studiously  had  he  guarded  himself  from  evil  in  hope  of  eternal  life,  and 
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standiJhol.ad»ealtl.witl,  all  tl,.  aJvanUgos  it  affords,  and  all  the    em 

f^a      i.  l.r,„..,.  V,.,    lud  he  ...ant.a 1  W„  iategrnv  a,„l   „,,ngl  t>  e,. 

ii        oung  nuu  »urelv  had  aelnevod  .muh,  and  ■„  >h,.  aehtevemetjt  had 
io,    the  strength  and  nohU.ty  o(  hi.  nat.uv.     Je.us  .-..o.ouz.^  th,. 
.„d  beholding  h„„  ,n  the  strength  of  hi.  tre,h.  nn.,1  e     -    -•    1^ 
«.,.    ,,vakene,l  m  our  Lord's  heart  a  pecnlnir  love  and  att.iihn.cut    or 
hi'!,,.     Nor  i.  this  yonng  ,nan  alone  in  that  he  has  bestowed  u„on  h„n  th.. 

"'"t^:Z:f°1!!::  «orth  and  worthiness  eo„,„el.  love  fro,„  hearts 
„„„„  ,    and   divine.      If    the   history  ot  Hu.hlha,  the  U.ndoo  hero    ..    ■ 
h,|.,«d  bv  his  euuntryntcn.  is  reliable.  Uten  1  am  persuaded        t  . 
he  iu.dit'as  best  he  knew  to  attain  to  ,«rleet  char,tcl«  and  the  ^.i  I- 

;  „„'ve,-  (onnd.  clothe  the  soul  «dh  a  grave  and  '"'l;«"';»';'^  *'™ 
,,ro,,ort.on    o  the  ■";";'/■      ,„  .^^       ,„,  t„e„ui..  into  oapUvty 

r;r:r::hur  ri^trt,  ,..;c,.«on,  and  .01,,,  -^^^ 
!-'-"'^rT''n;rrt:t";:v:ir;:for.;;'-or™oTthan 

r:^::.t?^:':.Set:;:::"—"o.Soc™,«o,.e  ancient 
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Greeks  or  any  of  any  nation,  Je^^ish,  Gentile,  or  Christmn  or  of  any 
ge'raiio"  past  or  prLnt,  who,  w.th  such  Ught  as  they  had  and  .^m.d 
Lch  Burroundings  as  were  theirs,  achieved  things  .n  hfe  and  character 
which  put  to  shame  mimy  more  favored. 

Jesu.,  in  his  love  for  this  young  man,  invited  him  within  tb-  cirde 
of  hil^rie^dship.   As  he  st<.d  there  before  the  Lord,  not  -  *- 
boaKtful  Pharisee,  hut  sincere  and  earnest    conscum.  of  hawn,  ob.en 
to  the  letter  these  commandments  -  and  the  observance  of  th«  'y"«[ 
he  wo  d  was  all  he  had  ever  heard  of -as  he  stood  there  m  his  c  ea 
.  nho,  d    Jc.ns  was  mov.-d  with  great  love  for  him,  then  opened,  a. 
:;        he  circle  of  friendship  fonned  by  himself  and  his  ^>11---;  J 
Ld  'tie  voung  man  enter,  "Go  sell  that  thou  hast  ami  -me^^  o J 
thy  cross  and  Llow  me."    What  an  invitation !    Men  tor  the  mo.    par^ 
loL  sight  of  the  invitation,  and  dwell  upon  the  ^--"-"^-  J^  ,  J.,^, 
,,,lhh    that    the    thing    which    engages    our    attention    .s    ilu    .acnt^e 
J    u  ■demande<l  when  we  ought  to  think  of  the  off..  ^-^  jf^;^^^^^ 
offered  him  his  friendship.  That  m.ant  the  making  of  the  ,nan  f or  hum^^^^^^^^^ 
sneakin.^  we  ar.  what  our  friend,  make  us.     Friends  mould  and    ash.on 
Te  pl^rtic  soul  through  the  thoughts  ami  desires,  the  words  an     dc..^ 
they  awaken  and  call  forth.     Carlyele  tells  us  that  cich  new  epoch  m 
his  life  began  with  the  acquaintance  of  some  great  man    ^-^^^^^^^ 
has  said  that  Cromwell  and  Hampden  reflect  the  «-f  >-^;    f  ^^  ;; 
as  the  moon  reflects  the  sunlight.     Verily  the  friendship  oii^^ra^^ 
and  good  is  to  bc>  prized  above  riches.     But,  the  friendship  of  J^^^»>>  - 
much  it  means,  and  this  was  what  Jesus  offered  this  young  nnm    vh  n 
that  dav  he  bade  him  go,  sell  and  come  and  follow.     But  he  re  used  the 
offer,  and  went  away  sorrowful.    So  we  come  to  my  last  thought. 
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•Irsiis'  luv.  i.iiiid  111'  wociiiiL,'  iiiiM.  Fi  r  uliiii  (iiu-  L'M'il  conilitiDni'il 
the  young  man's  entrance  into  the  oirclij  of  His  friendsliip  upon  the  lei- 
ting  <»o  hir*  prasj)  on  the  earthly  things  he  loved,  he  turned  away.  In 
spite  of  tlu"  wooing  of  Christ's  love,  he  chose  his  possessions  to  Christ's 
friendship,  and  lost  his  opportunity.  Jesus  hchl  before  this  youth  the 
vi>iMii  i>\'  whii'  ii'-  ini.Lrlit  lirroinc  and  olV'Tt'd  td  lead  liiin  unlo  the 
possession,  hut  he  lacked  thi-  courage  \n  met't  the  dillieulties  in  the  way, 
and  turned  hack  to  liis  riches  and  tne  vain  pursuit  of  eternal  life.  '"  H" 
went  away  sorrowful."  pays  the  sacred  writer,  and  somewhere  I  have 
heanl  the  tradition  that  when  he  had  returned  lionie  he  found  the  old 
enjoyments  of   life   had   escapeil.      His   lieMs,  his   Hocks   and   herd-,   hi.- 

treasure  and   ]>reci<ius  raiment   no  longer  gave  him  pleasun whise  he 

ever  beheld  the  vision  of  what  h  ■  miglu  have  d(Mie  and  been.     Tlie  man 
had  sinneii  against   light   given,  ami   mu^t  need-  pay   ihe  peualtv. 

In  how  many  livi>s  this  experience    nf    tlie    ynung    ruler    has    lieen 
repeated  !     'J'wenty-five  years  ago  there  live.l  a  youth  of  my  acquaintance, 
who,  because  »(  iho  grace  and   l-eauty  of  di>p()sition  and  life,  C.oil   and 
man  luved.     For  years  the  Lord  followed  him.  -<M'king  lo  wn.  Inm  hum 
His  -eivire.     At   !a>t  there  came  a  crisis,  when   lie  wa-  call.-d   upon  i'l 
choose  between  a  life  of  self-surretider  and  communion  with  God  an<l  a 
worldlv,  self-indulgent  lil'e.     He  chose  tlu"  latter,  and  turned  away,  l»ut 
gorrowful   in  spit^'  of  all.     What   has  been   the  issue?     .Xcenrding  to  bl- 
own confession  hi-  life  has  been  blighted,  tlie  world   robbed  of  blessing 
he  with  his  talents  might  have  brouirbt  it,  while  his  own  soul  has  b''en 
left  lean,  barren,  withered.      He    rejected    the    lov(>    and    friendship    of 
Jesus,  sinned  against   him.self.  his  fellow  men,  his  God,  and  sulTers  the 
penaltv.     Daniel  Webster  was  one  of  the  foremost  orators  and  statesmen 
of  bis  dav,  but  it  is  said  that  during  the  last  year-  of  hi-^  life  ibis  great 
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n.an  wa.  singular! v  but.r  ,uul  uuhapi--  ^^hal  wa-  lu.  troubled  Twice 
ho  had  bo.n  disappoinkHl  ni  not  k-in?  uo.n.natM  f .  t h.  pr.s.doney  of 
the  United  State.  Som...  haw  thought  his  sorrow  and  bittern,  ..  wa-  on 
this  account.  Others  think  it  was  because,  in  tl.  hupe  ot  stn-ng  henu  . 
himself  in  the  South,  he  crushed  his  convictions  on  the  quest,n„  i 
!::::.■.  He  .niied  again,  light  and  paid  tl.  ponaltv.  ^ut  wh,  nii^n- 
plv  illustrations.  Let  him  tha,  hath  ears  to  hear,  h.ar  and  act  the  par* 
of  wisdom  in  choosing  the  fr.end.hip  of  Je.us.  wu  the  acluevenu  . 
anainments  and  blessing  wbiel,  -haH  follow,  ralh-r  than  ,h..  thu>.-  that 
are  earthlv  and  sensual,  and   that   l>^-n>h  with  thr  usm.. 

Rut    I   .'annot  close  tins  u^^uuv.r  without    some   word   n     h.p..   1'.. 
,uch  as  mav  h.ve  in  other  days  mad.  .1,.-  wrong  ..houv.  lo.  ,h.,r  -pp.^- 
tunitv,  and  b^ought  to  themselves  sorrow.  <uftenng.  gud,.     ^l>  'j-^- - 
though  there  is  no  hope  of  redeeming  the  past,  -here  is  hope  ot  sa    ng 
the  future.     Tradition  tells  us  that  this  young  ruler  whon.    h>u^  \ou  u 
^earv  with  his  burden  of  sm  and  sorrow,  later  turned  unto  Jesu.    t  k 
crucified,  risen,  ascended  Lord,  and  finding  pardon  and  peace.,  ^av.d  th. 
balance  of  his  life.     What  he  found  you  may.     The  past  i-  .on.  an-l  can- 
not be  recalled,  but  th.  future  i^  b.-fore  you.     Save  it.  save  it,  save  it,  t. 
your  own  sake,  for  th.  f.ord's  .ak.,  for  the  ehunhV  -ake.  and  the  sak, 
of  your  fellow  men. 
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X. 

In  hi*  book  •ntitlod  "  NatunU  law  in  the  spiritual  world,"'   Prof. 
Henrv  Drummond  startled  many  readers  with  glad  surprise,  a.s  m  the 
courto  of  hid  argument  he  showed  how  the  spiritual  realm  is  the  compli- 
ment of  the  natural,  and  that  the  same  laws  pervade  holh,  though  the 
forces  operatine  are  different  in  kind.     One  of  the  great  forcw  of  the 
moral  and  spiritual  realm  ia  love,  and  it  bcirs  the  s.im.'  relation  to  this 
realm  that  graviiition  docs  to  the  physical  and  natural  realm.     It  is  by 
virtue  of  the  force  of  gravitation  that  the  atoms  which  constitute  our 
own  and  other  worlds  cohere,  and  it  is  by  virtue  of  this  same  force  that 
all  worlds  maintain  uniform  and  orderly  relations  '  <  each  other,  though 
revolving  in  their  individual  spheres  around  their  different  ceutre>=.  and 
all  the  host  of  them  around  one  common  centre.     In  like  manner  love 
is  the  force  in  the  moral  and  t'pirilual  realm,  which  will  hold  man  in 
right  relations  with  his  brother  man  —  which  will  hold  communities  and 
nations  in  consistent  and  harmonious  n'lations  with  each  other,  and  all 
individual  society  nations  in  right  relations  with  our  common  Ood.  Hence 
Jesus,  in  his  enuniciation  of  th.;  laws  for  his  Kingdom  on  earth,  mentions 
only  this  law  of  love  in  its  two-fold  application.     " 'Oiou  shalt  love  the 
Lord  thy  God,"  and  "  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor." 

Obedience  to  this  second  law  of  the  kingdom  makes  obedience  to  the 
first  possible  and  actual.  Men  cannot  love  Ood  as  their  father  and  with- 
hold love  from  each  ot'aer  as  brothers.  Nor  can  men  lovo  each  other  as 
brothers  and  withhold  love  from  God  ae  father.     There  is  a  beautiful 
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Ifeon.l  of  ono  Abou  B.n  A.llunu  xvl.o,  wakni-  on.-  ..1^1.1  frr.n.  a  peaceful 
drenTTi,  .aw,  bv  the  moonlight  streaming  thrc.gh  hi.  window,  an  ange 
writing  in  a  l.ook  of  gold.     When  he  asked  what  he  wrot^.  the  angel 
replied    "  T  write  the  names  of  tho«>  who  lovo  the  Lord."     "  Hast  thou 
written  mine?  "    "  Not  yet,  shall  I  writo  you  one?  "    "  1  fear  to  say  you 
niav.  hnt  surolv  uTite  n.e  one  who  loves  his  f.-llowmen."    The  angel  wrote 
then  vanished;     P.ut  next  night  he  appeared  again  in  blnzo  of  hglit  and 
glorv.  and  .howed  the  written  page  of  those  who  loved   the  Lord,  and 
\l,nu^  nan...  w.~   llrM.     Tln^  ..  onlv  a  h-n.K  Im,   ,t   ..M-l>nn..s  a  tr.uh 
-ometirn.s   forgotten.      Love   for   one',    fello^^^nen,   recognized    as   Gods 
sonN  whoso  weal  God  seeks,  and  the  service  springing  from  such  lovo,  are 
nrconnted  lore  and  service  of  God  himself.     Did  not  Jesus  put  into  the 
mouth  of  tlie  Judge  on  the  last  groat  day:  "  Inasmuch  as  ve  did  it  unto 
cnr  -f  the  It-asl  of  thesf.  luv  hrothor-.  v.-  did  it  unto  mr. 

Broth.r    i>  t!iv  vision  „f  (In,!  -o  dim.  and  ihv  diMruM  .d'  thnu-  own 
!,..,r,   .„  .r.at    thai,   liko   Ahou   Uhi   Adiimi.  thou  .hu-t    not   s.y,   1   love 
,;.,d''    Tril  n.r.doM  thou  iov,-  nian.tiodV  M>n?    (•an>t  iIhui  s.v  yo< .-    In 
,11  ilv  lit.  uf  Iov...  d..-i  ihou  >....k  thy  n..igid,.,rV  go..d?     Then  know  that 

;;<„!  a.-.-.a,n....h  ,hv  l.>v..  an.l  s..rvic-.>  or   thy  fellown.en,   K-v..  and   -^ervico 

,„    lli.n-.ir.     L.t  novv  thv  frrvont  iov..  g.,  .>ut  t.>wai-d   linn  ...  them,  an.l 
,,WM  lli.r,  .-  Ihv  <;o.l.     Tlu.  ......suiv  of  on..->  olu'.li.'mv  m  tlu^  >oc-.md  lau 

.,r  ,h..  Kin-.ln.n  1^  Ih..  .....aMMv  ..f  on.-'-  n.ligi<.ii.    'rini..  wa.  \vh..n  a  man  ^ 

,,l..n.M,   wa>   M'M   '-'  •■•"'^'•'   '^'^^''l^-   '"   '''^  '''"•"■'"'■  '"^'  '"'  ""T     '■ 
If  h,.  h.ld  what    w,.r..    r..gar.h.l    a>    nght    vi.w.    ..f    .hK-tr......  an.,  ^^a^ 

,.l,...rvant  of  ih..  ril...  an.l  .•.■.vn..ni-.  ..f  publi.-  w.-v^hin.  !..■  was  ..seem... 
uligious.     Hut  thai  .lav   i.  fa.l  j-'^siug  fn^m  u..     Xot  because  habit,  of 
.nHiip.  an.l  ih..  n...-..^s.rv  turn,>  ar..  iusignifl.ant  ma,t..rs.  .>r  th.U  earreet 
.l.Ktrinal  bcli..f>  ar.  unimportant,  bu^  rather  hecaus.  tl...y  are  of  cocond- 
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.rv  i,n,...rt.UKv.     Tlu-v  ar.  ..ot  ...1^  m  tlu.n.-lv...  i.u.  o„ly  .omowhat  of 
„,;,  ,„,an.  in  ,lu.  .n<l  th:.t  .orn-.t  n.on.l  rharact..-  a..l  l.J..  may  W  scoured 
No  doul.t  nn.V  l.al.u^  of  ^^^,>!,il,  and  his  dovLriual  M..t>  .ulor  lu.  hU 
,„,!   affect  his  character,   hut   they   <h.   not  constitute  one',   ivligm.,,  or 
ii>surcdlv  make  him  religious. 

One  inav  l^e  uuimpeaehable  so  far  n*  wor.hi|.  an.l  cnvd  aro  .-on- 
oorr.ed,  vet  "not  be  rel.,Mou«  m  t!>e  Christian  sen.e.  Ifol^nn.  ,n  tho 
Christian  sense  of  the  term  pertams  to  life  and  character  rather  Ihan 
doctrine  and  worship.  It  i.  the  life  of  God  in  the  soul  1  ho  .x,>onenee 
of  religion  is  the  ex,>erience  of  the  life  or  sp,r,t  of  God  ,n  the  so.l  ami 
the  n,e«sure  of  one's  reli,.ion  is  the  n.easnre  of  Cod's  li  e  w.th.n  It  i« 
only  bv  outward  act.  however,  that  Cod's  life  in  the  soul  tB  man.les  ed 


lieiue  the  measuie  of  one's  reli-iou   i-  •! 


■tennined   l)v  d.-eds   instr:id   of 


doctrine  and  profession.     T\u:  who,  .na.nta.n.ng  then-  puru.v  and  ^pot- 
lessne..s,  devote  themselves  ,n  tlod's  na.ne   to  the  interests  of  the.r  fellow- 
men  in  their  ncvds,  are  the  religious  among  tnen.  what..ver  the.r  creed 
n.av   he.      When   desus  thr.ce  pressed    I'eter  w,;h   the  questmn :    •  I.oves^^ 
thou  me?"  lie  thrice  repeated  the  comtnand.  -F.vd  ,ny  sheep,  my  hunh.. 
Bhowm'^  that  hv  service  in  fulfilment  of  this  law  was  he  to  show  his  low 
lirohedience  to  this  second  law  of  the  Kingdonu  the  evangeli.atio.i 
of  the  non-church-gomg  populations  it.  city,,  town  and  .ountry-whio  .- 
one  of  the  perplexing  problems  that  press  for  solution -may  he  rccom- 
nlished.     It  is  a  lamentable  fact  that  large  percentages  of  our  ponuhition 
Lpeeiallv  the  poorest  and  vicious,  are  not  fot.nd  in  our  churches  and 
Sundav'seho-.ls.      This  condition  of  things  ,s  dtie  to  neglect  of  this  h^^ 
of  the'  Kingdom -thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself.     Nor  is  the 
church  guiltless  of  the  transgression.     While  she  has  been  more  or  less 
diligent  in  efforts  to  induce  those  who  came  in  her  way.  to  love  God  and 
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WTVc  lliiii,  sli.  i^f-rtiiinly  Ims  J\>'^zlc-ctP(l  l^otli  the  tpachin-  an.l  pracfu-ing 
of  thin  law.  Sho  -<.eni»  to  have  looked  upon  it  a«  a  heautiful  si'iitiniont 
reali/a!  !.>  in  anuiluT  MV,  riitlur  than  a  praotical  hiw  fnr  thi-j.  To  "his 
failur.-  of  tlic  fhurch  lo  tfaoh  and  prartir..  tho  lovf  of  onn's  noiRhhor  as 
hiin.^.lf  H  (lu.-.  iM  no  Bmail  degnv.  ih.e  non-altendan.-o.  of  certain  fSassPft 
upon  the  ministry  of  the  world.  In  so  far  as  this  condition  of  thin-.  !>* 
due  to  tho  church's  !ransf.Tcfi.-<ion  of  this  law,  may  it  ho  remedied  by  lier 

f 'ht'dieiuf  lu  i". 

If  noii-iluMvh-^'ociN  arr  tn  |...  rvan^r.-ii/.d,  it  nni-t  hr  hv  the 
.hui.h.'s  ni  J<  ii>.  tlu-  ('hri>t.  rcpcnUM^r  of  thrir  sm,  and  fultilliny 
tlub  law  „f  low.  in  the  name  of  their  Lord,  wi'h  lov>  like  His.  and  after 
His  example,  must  tliev  t^ike  the  gospel  to  thm>  claPw^  and  live  it  in 
tlieir  midst.  Oiilv  m  this  w;,v  ran  the>.  he  >aved  :  pmu  their  miseries 
;,nd  MH-.  and  the  lifih;  <.f  f-'osp'd  truth  retl.'.l.Ml  inr  their  illumination. 
1  am  informed  that  in  London  tl  re  are  numbers  '■(  the  nohility, 
lordH,  pMitlemen,  ladies  hv  the  score,  who  h  ive  no  other  business  hut  to 
•eek  and  save  the  lost.  rht'Te  are  wealthy  membora  of  tlie  ari8to<racy 
who,  wnh  th.Mr  wiv.s  and  daii-ht-rs.  ,-o  habitually  into  the  low  abn.l.s 
of  poverty  and  mi*erv,  and  who  .  >nduct  missions  of  every  conceivable 
kind;  and  there  are  some  hi-ii-l)orn  womeu  who,  in  their  love  for  Clirist 
and  humanity,  have  made  their  hom.s  m  the  poor  ten-meiils  oi  the  slums, 
and  thcro  have  wroui^ht. 

Instead  of  withdrawing  from  th<'  pcor  and  vicious  in  the  si)irit  of 
llie  I•llnri^ccs  of  old,  and  buildin-,'  fine  churches,  with  accommodations 
f('.r  themselves,  the  Christian  men  and  women  of  our  cliurches  must  go 
down  to  the^c  classes  and  minister  to  them  there  in  self-sacrificing  love. 
Only  bv  ivnderinir  obedience  to  this  law  in  their  midst,  and  proving  love 
by  deeds,  can  levers  of  truth  be  operated  for  the  elevation  of  these  from 
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their  miseries  and  sine,  and  the  light  of  trutli  be  reflected  f<>r  their  Ulu- 
mination.  The  eolution  of  the  pmblcm  of  cvanfrclization  of  the  non- 
ohxirrh-poing  clasB  lies  hero— in  ohedienco  to  this  sicond  hiw  of  the 
Kingdom,  So  far  aa  soice  communities  are  conrernod.  this  chiss  is  not 
large,  hut  it  will  become  larger  with  the  passage  of  years,  unlesa  tho 
church-going  diss  are  neighborly,  interesting  them  Ives  in  t!ie  morals 
and  general  wellbeing  of  tho  less  favored. 

if  selfish,  unprincipled,  intcmper.ite  men,  who  wear  the  garl)  of 
respect^ihility.  are  pcnuittod  by  tin-  churches  to  defeat  reform  movements 
which  will  bless  the  poor  an<l  ten<l  to  save  the  vicious;  if  thev  shall  asso- 
ciate with  and  (ount  them  respectable,  who  will  uphold,  a.lvoeate  and 
continue  in  our  midst  demoralizing  institutioix  for  thrir  own  accommo- 
dation and  interest,  be  sure  the  curs(>  and  vi-ngeanee  of  those  made  reek- 
less  and  desperate  by  these  fostered  evilrf  shall  sometime  come  ui)on  u.-;. 
There  ia  no  escape  from  these  issues  save  in  the  obedience  to  \hr  law. 
"Thou  shah  love  thy  neighbor  n-  thyself." 

By  obedience  to  this  s«^cond  law  of  the  Kingdom,  e-trangement  1m- 
t ween  rich  and  poor  may  be  overcome,  and  mutual  confidence  restored. 
On  all  sides  are  evidence>»  of  men's  selfishness,  unneighborliness  and  lack 
of  confidence  in  each  other.     The  labor  unions  and  brotherhoods  anumL' 
tho  industrial  classes;  the  trusfs  and  combines  among  capitalists  are  all 
indicative  of  transgression  of  this  law,  and  they  exist  avowedly  for  the 
protection  of  the  interests  of  each  against  the  unneighborliness.  heart- 
lossness  and  selfishness  of  the  other.     This  estrangement  betwet^n  labor 
aixl  capital,  between  .tnployi'rs  aixl  em]il()ye.s.  is  one  of  the  most  lam.-iit- 
able  facts  of  this  generation.     It  could,  however,  be  overcome  were  this 
law  of  love,  which  is  a  dead  letter  now  with  both  classes,  revived  and  put 

in  practice. 
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Timo  w,,s  >vhon  tho  poor  endured  their  poverty  and  oppre.,ion  with 
..oc,;:  .nr.ur.    Their  i^nor.nee  of  ,^^>P;--=;^  ^ VtU  cC« 

hove  come.    The  rail»ajs  ana  -team.    1  •    ■  cnU"hlemiicnt  ot 

,ran.i,  to  ri.h  ami  poor  ahke.  1>«™  ^^  "  al  err.."  demanding 
,orl<i.,,n,e.  thro.jh  i"««'»'"™°7f  °''.  ,  j^  "  "  ,.are  also  in  the 
eo.pe.enc;.  in  "'^l^^^-Z^'^JZ. 'ti;,;..v,paper  have 

^: ;:;: ::: ;;::  :;t;rs:i:nr:;;: :  t  i,n^o.ed  e„.,.io„. 

tLv  :;e  out  .eoHn,  re.edie.  hut  not  in  wise  »av,  ,n  ™anv  ea 

Tndav  the  poor  man  see.  the  rieh  enjoying  wealth  and  p"  '^.-»- 
„,.,;;„:ir  lalJhas  ,nade  possible  heoau.  o     o„  »^™  ^  '  J'  J^i;'. 

:;:iTe:.;t  j::-  .».  - ..« ;t':i';f.hi:rr:ndt: 

l,«ht  of  this  lav  01  1  eouitaWe  ealculation  in  the  l.sht  of 

i,  eon  only  be  dee.ded  by  w,se  "i" '1"  '  ,    .  ,,,„„|^  ,„„. 

present  faels  and  futun.  »"''"■='-  •,,'';;,t  ,'',:„,,  b„t,e  between 
and  their  share  ^^^'^^  ^^l^  al*: 'adoptin,  the  n,<*„od. 
fVipcwj  clapoes,  or  will  it  ne  in  trm  aim  1/  >  ^ViipVi 
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it  shall  be  the  former,  foretastes  of  which  we  have  harl  sufficient  already 
in  th(>  labor  strikes  from  which  we  so  frequently  suffer;  rather  may  lie 
move  men  by  His  spirit  and  enlighten  them  by  His  word,  to  the  end  wich 
shall  come  to  love  the  other  and  set>k  the  other's  good. 

M;iy  I  sive  voii.  in  one  sentence,  my  vision  of  life  when  the  Kinpdom 
.lu.ll  have  fullv'come.  and  thi.~  law  >hall  br  fulfilled  —  <ireed  and  lu^; 
h;ive  been  expellrd.  pauperism  aiul  crime  lunv  pa^s;.d  away,  oppression 
and  strife  have  ceast^d.  Indeed  all  the  great  wrongs  of  the  world,  which 
have  been  bom  of  human  >elti-hne^s,  and  have  p.■rM^led  because  of  the 
appetite's  passion>  and  unnei.-hlM.rliness  of  m.-n.  are  no  more,  for  love 
rl-i<rn^ 


in  each  heart  —  b)ve  for  (iod  and  love  for  men. 
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Follow  me,  said  Jeeus  to  Simon  and  Andrew,  whom  lie  found  fishing 
on  Lake  (Mnntsaret ;  and  strai<ditwav  tliey  Iffl  thuir  nets  and  followed 
him.  Follow  rae,  was  his  command  to  James  and  John,  the  sons  of 
/oIjimIcc,  and  iiniiu'diately  tlu-y  I'ft  tlu'  nets  they  werr  nicndiiitj  and  Col- 
lowed  him.  Follow  me,  said  he  unto  Matthew,  the  tax  i.oll*ctor,  and 
forthwith  lie  lift  all.  tom'  up  and  fnllowed  liim.  To  the  man 
who  woidd  lirst  go  and  lii<l  good  h\r  to  hi-  frii'nd>,  and  to  th.e 
otliir  who  would  iiT>l  go  and  bury  hi^  dead,  Jesus  ?aid:  Follow 
me,  and  he  followed  him.  To  the  rich  young  man  wlio  caiuo  inquiring 
the  way  of  eternal  life,  Jesus  said:  If  thou  wouldst  he  perfect  go  thy 
wav,  sell  that  thou  ha^t  and  come,  take  up  thy  cro-ff*  and  follow  mc 
Speaking  to  the  multitude,  he  said:  If  any  num  will  be  my  dii^ciple,  let 
Tiini  deny  himself,  take  up  hi?  cross  and  follow  me. 

Y(m  cannot  fail  to  ol)serve  the  imperativeness  witli  which  Je?us 
makes  this  demand  upon  nicn.  That  he  liad  the  right,  we  all  admit,  see- 
ing he  was  God's  son  and  ?i)ecial  messenger,  anil  was  sacrificing  himself 
oven  unto  death  in  men's  behalf.  It  is.  liowever,  a  common  thing  for  one 
wjio  asks  the  adlierence  and  service  of  another  to  indicate  what  is  involved 
in  the  service,  and  to  stipulate  what  ^hall  be  given  in  return.  Xow.  wliat 
did  Jesus  say  in  regard  to  these  things?  Did  he  promise  self  indulgence 
and  ease  as  experience?,  by  the  way  r  Did  lie  olFcr  worldly  good?  Did 
he  offer  Heaven?     Xo,  none  of  the-e. 

He  presented  first  a  cross  to  men.  When  we  t-alk  to  men  about  giv- 
ing themselves  to  the  Lord's  service,  we  incline  to  talk  of  the  joy  and 
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peace  of  the  Christian  life:  ..f  the  panloti  ..f  sins  uii,]  the  lu'w  h.N.rl 
an.l  the  (glorious  heaven,  as  the  rewards  of  th<.  Christian  h(v.  Uui  haw 
you  ever  noticed  that  Jesus  did  not  do  30?  X„t  iliat  thes.-  rewards  do 
not  oneuchut  rather.  I  suppose,  because  thev  siiould  n->t  1k'  the  motive 
inspiring'  Christian  service.  Jesus  offered  men  who  would  follow  him, 
m  the  very  first  place,  a  cross.  Th.>  cross  was  a  wooden  instrument.' 
marie  by  fastening  two  beams  together  transverselv.  On  such  an  instru- 
ment the  Komans  put  to  death  their  \ih'st  criminals.  So  common  were 
these  deatliR,  so  common  these  instrum..nts  of  torture,  that  bv  accommo- 
dation the  name  came  to  designate  afflictions,  troubles  and  privations  of 
life  from  which  men  suffer  in  doing  right.  So,  in  the  verv  first  place, 
Jesus  pres.'nts  to  those  who  would  become  Ids  disciples  and  followers.  ;. 
cross— not  the  wooden  instrument— not  the  gold  or  silver  ornam-nt 
which  some  wear  suspended  from  th.-  neek— not  su.'h,  but  trvin-.  un- 
plciisiint  experiences  of  self  denial  and  suffering,  which  might  l)e  escaped 
by  refraining  from  his  company  and  service,  i)Ut  must  n..essnrily  be 
endured  by  those  who  accept  him  as  teacher  and  Lord.  Je,sus  seoms 
to  have  put  forward  at  the  very  threshold  of  tiie  Christian  life,  the 
self  denial  and  cross  bearing  incident  to  it.  "If  anv  man  will  enm,' 
after  me  let  him  deny  himself,  take  up  his  cross  and"  follow  me."  To 
the  impulsive  individual  who,  coming  to  Jesus,  said:  "[.ord  I  will 
follow  thee  wliither  soever  thou  goest."  Jesus  answered:  "The  foxes  have 
dens,  the  birds  of  the  air  nests,  but  the  Son  of  ifan  hath  not  where  to 
lay  his  head."  So  did  he  show  the  man  that  to  join  himself  to  his  com- 
pany would  mean  to  him,  under  the  existing  conditions,  privation,  home- 
lessness,  suffering,  self  denial.  So  al>o  to  the  rich  young  rul.T.  wliom  he 
loved  and  wished  so  much  to  have  for  a  disciple",  Jesus  presented  the 
9(df  denial  an<l  the  cross  bearing:     '-(io  sell    that   thou   hast    *    *    and 
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comp  tako  up  thy  cross  and  follow  me."  Yes,  Jesus  pas.>nte<l  to  tli'i*.- 
wlio  would  become  his  followers,  a  cro.'S. 

But  it  was  a  cross  that  insured  life.  vaa  concorninf<  eternal  lih'. 

the  young  ruler  made  inquiry.  So  Jes  in  presenting  to  him  a  cros?;  I') 
be  endured  while  he  followed,  was  rea^  .  showinp  him  the  way  unto  lif'". 
Whosoever  becomes  a  disciple  and  follower  of  Jesus,  not  for  tlie  sakf 
of  joy  and  peace  and  forgiveness,  but  for  the  sake  of  Jesus,  tlu-  l).'^t 
friend  human  kind  has  ever  known — the  purest,  wisest  and  truest  who 
have  ever  asked  a  following  from  among  men — I  SJiy,  whosoever  becomes 
a  follower  of  Jesus  for  His  own  sake,  accepting  tlie  cri>ss«>s  tluit  <omt' 
in  his  way,  and  bearing  tliem.  shall  in  the  end  tind  life,  fven  though  it 
may  seem  at   times  tiiat   he  is  throwing  life  away. 

Tlie  question  with  some  of  you  young  people  is:  Hmv  can  I  maki' 
the  most  out  of  myself  for  this  world  and  the  next?  V'>u  are  wishing  to 
save  your  lives  and  not  throw  them  away.  Well,  whatever  else  you  do.  I 
urge  y<m  fir>t  to  join  company  with  dcsus  in  the  way  of  cros.-  bearing. 
Take  your  way  with  Ilim  througii  thi^  poor,  sinful,  suffering  world 
of  men  and  women  and  children.  Take  your  way  with  Him  to 
the  broken-hearted  and  discouraged,  to  cheer  ami  hrarteii  them;  take 
your  way  with  him  to  the  guilty  and  >in-staiiied.  struggling 
amid  liie  misfortune  ami  ill-cirfumstance  of  life  and  forgive  them 
in  their  ])enitence.  clean.s*'  them  with  your  tears  and  help  them  up 
to  better  fortune  and  improved  circumstance.  Take  your  way  with 
Jesus  wheresoever  he  loads  you  and  whatever  may  be  the  self-denial  and 
cross  bearing  involved;  so  will  you  save  your  life  in  this  world,  and  not 
lose  it,  and  at  the  same  time  insure  to  yourself  the  inheritance  of  eternal 
life  in  the  world  to  come.  Xor  will  such  an  issue  be  of  works  either,  but 
rather  of  grace.     For,  apart  from   the  life  and  presence  of  Jesus  to 
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quicken  nn.l  inspire,  to  succor  and  It-a.l  tli.r  .,n  thou  wiildst  not  sec  life. 
Je**u6  not  onlv  presentod  nnto  prospect iv,-  follower.,  a  cros<  but  a 
yoke  also:  "Come  unto  me  •  -Take  my  yoke  upon  v..,i."  The  yoke 
wae  a  wooden  instrument  for  coupling  cattle  in  order  'that  they  m"ipht 
perform  their  tasks.  By  accommodation,  the  word  eamo  to  bo  used  for 
I'Jiy  dominion  or  doctrine  under  which  men  served.  Jesus  offered  to  men 
»  yoke,  that  is  to  say,  his  doctrine,  under  wiiich  they  were  to  serve.  If 
men  were  to  become  his  followers  they  must  i>ecome  obdient  to  his  teach- 
inp-they  mugt  serve  under  the  yoke  of  his  doetrin-'.  Indeed  only  thus 
cculd  they  be,  or  would  they  be  servin^T  hini.  Following,'  Jesus  is  alto- 
pihi'T  inconsistent  with  a  do-as-you-please  life.  Some  [rn^h'^  to  be  his 
folh.wers,  but  their  profession  belies  them.  Thev  are  alto^'ether  diso- 
bedient unto  his  teaching,  and  instead  of  rend.'riii^/..„rvi,,,  unto  the  Lord, 
they  arc  injurious  and  harmful.  To  l>e  a  follower  of  Jesus  mciins  to  live 
Dv  him— to  make  him  the  man  of  our  counsel.  .Vnd  tliis  .vas  the  thing 
Jesus  niMM.d  upon  his  follow.T,-  iindnsiaMdiii-  ai  the  vrv  first 
r-  iho^,.  who  pr.snitcd  th-mselvs  unto  Him  as  wouid-l...  di^ciple^  and 
followers,  he  offered  the  yoke  of  his  doctrine,  to  which  thev  must  submit 
if  they  would  serve. 

But  it  was  a  yoke  that  insured  rest  unto  those  who  would  wear  it 
"fake  my  yoke  upon  you  *  *  and  ye  sha.li  find  re^t  unto  vour  souls" 
Af  the  young  ruler  wanted  to  live  and  had  tlie  cross  ofli^red  as  the 
way  of  hfe,  bo  these  weary  and  heavy  laden  ones  were  wanting  rest  and 
Jesus  offered  them  the  yoke  of  his  doctrine,  through  obedience  to  which 
t.iey  would  assure  to  themselves  the  rest  thev  sought.  Xor  is  there  any 
ether  way  of  f  -ul  rest.  Only  in  obedience  to  the  e.xample  and  precepts 
r<!  Jesus  can  one  enjoy  peace  of  mind  and  rest  of  soul.  p:very  ot'ier 
effort  is  hound  to  end  in  failure  and  every  cth(>r  way  ^ure  to  Icad'to  dis- 
tress  and    =nrrow.  96 
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Following'  Jesus,  bearing  the  cro!-^  aiid  wfaniitr  th.'  vok.^  no(  only 
inspires  soul  rest  and  etornal  life,  but  likenosH  U)  hiinst'lf.  And  is  not  thirt 
what  many,  if  not  nil,  would  like  to  huvo?  The  prii-f  inav  !«■  more  than 
they  will  pay,  but  many  there  arc  in  every  walk  of  life  wlio  oft^-n,  in  th.'ir 
iiiiMost  hrinj,'.  cry  for  ;,'o<»liiess.  And  .Irsii^  Imt.'  shows  tli-  way  for  its 
Httiiinment.  To  the  young  man  inquirin;;  the  way  of  .■t.'riiuriif.>,  li.' 
said:  "If  thou  woulds^t  be  perfect,  go  sell  ♦  ♦and  cuuw  taKe  U[)  that 
fioss  and  follow  me."  That  is  the  formula  which  precipiuitcs  the  Christ- 
like  character— companionship  with  Jesu«.  F  have  n-ad  a  dfseription  of 
n  magnificent  painting  by  Tissot,  which  repro:^enti^  Jesus  mi  a  pilgrimage 
through  the  land.  Here  there  come  to  meet  him,  the  blind,  tlie  Ijune,  the 
wretched,  the  drfoniie.l,  and  yondrr  an-  those  oner  av  tliesf  hut  now 
erect,  strong,  glad.  Thu;--  has  the  artist  set  forth  the  heiicnc.-nt  intlucm  e 
■if  Jesu.'*  on  the  bodies  of  those  who  sought  at  their  hand  healing  of  their 
infirmities.  But  the  benediction  of  his  presence  is  not  ((iiirined  to  the 
hody.^  It  is  in  the  soul  of  man  that  he  finds  hie  true  realm  for  action. 
And  in  those  who  seek  his  help  and  companionship  in  the  wav  of  cross 
beariii;,'  and  yok-'  servic-  h.'  worketli  prrf.-ction.  '  His  name  shall  be 
called  Jesus  because  he  shall  sive  his  people  from  thfir  sins."  So  spake 
the  angel. 

Brothers,  you  havt  been  wisJiing  for  good  —  ye-,  more:  some  of 
vou  have  iieen  striving  after  it— after  nobility  of  character,  perfect  man- 
hood. I  do  not  know  by  what  means  you  have  sought  to  reach  the  goal. 
Possibly  it  has  been  by  reform  at  some  points,  by  denial  of  self  at  others, 
by  doing  this  and  that  which  you  felt  was  right.  But  notwithstanding 
all  your  efforts  you  are  very  likely  conscious  of  failure.  Well,  let  us  try 
again;  and  this  time,  by  getting  in  the  company  of  Jesus  and  keeping 
step  with  him  as  he  leads  the  way  through  the  hours  and  davs.  the  weeks 
and  years.  Let  us  cease  our  own  endeavors  and,  beholding  onlv  Jesus, 
press  forward  in  his  footsteps,  so  may  we  hope  to  attain  to''  rightness  in 
character  and  life.    "If  thou  wonldst  be  perfect    *    ♦follow  me  "' 

97 


: 


(•- 


y^'. 


IHK    CHKISl     OF    'K)-J)AY. 


Jil^ 


li;  ii 


,/t^tts  ('/iris/  is  t/it  s(niii  !/t  sfiri/di/.  ln-tUiji  mul  /ij/i  17 /■.  '  -  I  iKn.   l:i:S. 


i, 


THK    CHIJIST    OF   TO-DAY. 


i 


XU. 

Did  it  ever  occur  to  you  aa  a  strange  thing  that  nothing  is  given  us 
in  the  Holy  Scriptures  regarding  the  physical  appearance  of  Jesus  ?  We 
have  somewiiat  told  us  of  others:  Esau,  a  hairy  man;  Jacob,  smooth 
skinned;  Moses,  fair  to  look  upon;  Saul,  from  the  shoulders  up  lalliT 
than  any  of  the  people;  David,  ruddy  complexioned.  But  of  Jesus'  ap- 
jH'arance,  nothing  is  written.  We  do  not  know  whether  he  was  tall  or 
shorter  in  stiture;  whether  of  light  or  dark  complexion,  nor  anything  of 
his  features.  Uut  if  nothing  has  liei'n  recorded  regarding  his  pliysic.il 
appearance  much  has  been  written  in  disclosure  of  his  disposition.  And 
for  this  we  sliould  be  grateful,  for  it  is  to  the  inner  man  that  character 
and    value   attacheu 

With  the  story  of  his  birth  we  are  all  familiar.  How  the  angel  c;imt' 
to  Mary  tlie  virgin,  who  was  engaged  to  be  married  to  one.  Joseph,  and 
announced  to  her  that  she  had  found  favor  with  God,  and  that  the  Holy 
Ghost  would  come  upon  Iter  and  the  power  of  the  ^fost  High  overshadow 
her,  and  that  she  should  bear  a- son  who  would  be  called  the  Son  of  God; 
I'ow  it  came  to  pa.as  in  the  fullnes-;  of  time  there  was  born  to  Mary,  in 
Bethlehem,  of  Judah.  this  child  of  promise,  whom  pIio  named  Jesus,  ac- 
cording to  the  Angel's  word,  and  liow  He  grew  in  wi-f^dom  and  stature 
in  the  favor  of  God  and  men.  Paul,  speaking  of  Ilim,  said:  '"In 
rfim  dwelletli  all  the  fulness  of  the  Godhead  bodily."  And  Jesus  sug- 
gested this  siime  mysterious  union  of  the  ili\ine  and  human  nature-  in 
Himself,  when  He  called  Himself  sometimes  the  Son  of  God  and  some- 
times the  Son  v)f  Man. 
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His  mission  amon<,'  moii  was  purely  one  of  loving  interest  in  men. 
Spoakin?  of  this  mission  He  on  one  occasion  eaid:  "The  Son  of  Man 
came  not  to  be  ministered  unto,  but  to  minifeter  and  give  his  life  a  ran- 
s-oin  for  many/'  'Hui  was  the  all  inclusive  purpose  of  His  life— minis- 
tration in  order  to  the  redemption  of  men  from  sin  and  all  its  accom- 
paniments and  in  fulfilment  of  these  ministrations  He  sought,  among 
other  tilings,  to  correct  men's  conceptions  of  the  Heavenly  Father.  The 
heathen  because  of  their  consciousness  of  sin  and  ill  desert,  and  the 
interpretation  they  put  upon  some  of  the  sterner  experiences  which  come 
(o  pass  in  individual  and  national  life,  had  come  to  conceive  of  their  gods 
as  being  angry  with  them.  Hence  they  were  continually  trying  by  pen- 
ance and  sacrifices  and  olferings  to  appetise  their  wrath.  This  same  con- 
ception seems  also  to  have  taken  root  in  the  minds  of  those  who  worship- 
ped the  true  God.  Because  of  the  consciousness  of  having  sinned  and 
their  consequent  blameworthiness,  Jehovah,  the  God  of  Abraham,  came 
to  be  conceived  of  as  angry  with  them.  They  thought  of  Him  as  stand- 
ing ready,  with  drawn  sword,  to  execute  avenging  justice  upon  them  for 
their  transgressions.  And  many  of  the  events  of  life  in  connection  with 
nations  and  individuals,  were  looked  upon  as  expressions  of  his  wrath. 
So  intense  became  this  feeling  in  the  hearts,  even  of  the  Hebrews,  that 
the  sacrifices  and  offerings  of  the  Mosaic  ritual — which  T  believe  were 
primarily  meant  to  be  simply  concrete  acknowledgments  of  sin — came 
to  be  looked  upon  as  expiatory — as  means  for  appeasing  His  wrath  and 
securing  forgiveness,  so  averting  evil  consequences.  Thus  misconcep- 
tions of  the  Father's  character  begot  error  in  doctrine  and  in  the  prac- 
tice   of   religion 

Now  when  Jesus  came  he  set  himself  to  work  to  rectify  such  mis- 
judgments  of  God  on  the  part  of  men.     He  showed  the  Father  to  be 
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man's  friend  instead  of  hie  enemy;  tiiat  He  loved  men — Jc-w,  Cientile,  all 
— witJi  aJi  exceeding  great  love,  and  that  He  stood  ready  to  forgive  and 
save  men  if  they  would  only  believe  it,  and  trust  Him.  It  was  not  until 
Jesus  came  that  the  evangel  was  proclaimed :  "God  so  loved  the  world 
that  He  gave  his  only  begotten  8on  that  whosoever  believeth  in  Him 
should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life."  So  Jesus  loved  ami 
wrought,  until  on  the  cross  He  gave  up  His  life  as  sign  and  seal  of  the 
validity  of  His  mission,  and  the  truth  of  His  doctrine 

Jn  thie  course  of  His  ministration  in  behalf  of  humankind,  Jesus 
manifested  His  own  wonderful  sympathy  and  friendship  for  mi^n  amid 
the  sin,  ignorance  and  misfortune  of  life.  Behold  Him  standing  by  the 
grave  of  Lazarus,  weeping  with  tJie  sisters.  Behold  Him  on  Mount  Oli- 
vet as,  looking  forth  upon  the  rebellious  and  wayward  tity,  He  cries: 
"Oh,  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem,  how  oft  would  1  have  gathered  you  as  a 
hen  gathereth  her  brood  beneath  her  wings,  but  ye  would  not."  Mark 
Him,  in  numberless  instances,  as  His  heart  overflows  to  sick,  suifering, 
sinful,  ignorant  )iien.  So  dose  did  he  come  to  them  in  loving  sympathy 
that  their  ill  became  His.  Upon  His  great,  loving  sympathetic  hejirt  He 
bore  the  infirmities  and  pains,  sorrows  and  sins  of  men.  Like  tht;  mother 
who  suffers  when  her  child  suffers;  like  the  father  wbo  bears  the  shame, 
the  disgrace,  the  sin  of  his  boy  who  languishes  in  prison  cell  just  as 
though  it  was  his  own,  so  Jesus  by  His  compassion  and  love  and  friend- 
sliip  came  into  such  close  touch  with  men  that  what  was  theirs  became 
His  also.  Verily  He  bore  men's  sins  and  carried  their  sorrows — ^not  the 
punishment,  but  the  sins  and  sorrows  themselves. 

And  Jesus  manifested  not  only  compassion  for  and  interest  in  men, 
but  ability  also  to  execute  His  desires.  He  spoke  and  it  was  done.  He 
had  power  to  heal  all  manner  of  sickness  and  disease:  power  to  forgive 
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the  sins  of  the  penitent;  power  to  impart  spiritual  life  to  t'><)<o  dead  in 
trespasses  and  sins;  power  to  change  men  so  that  the  motives,  dspiratious 
nnd  trend  of  life  became  pure  and  holy  and  helpful  like  his  own.  In- 
deed, so  great  was  His  ability  to  perform,  that  on  the  eve  of  His  ascen- 
sion, He  declared :  "All  power  is  given  unto  me  in  Heaven  and  on 
earth,'  wliili'  of  His  wisdom  tlie  apostle  testifieil  :  "In  Hiui  are  hidden 
all  the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge." 

lint  1  must  not  spend  more  time  in  speaking  of  the  Christ  of  ye:^- 
tcrday.  We  have  seen  He  was  all  that  could  l)e  desired.  Bi;i  what  of 
tlip  Christ  of  today?  It  is  with  Him  we  have  to  do.  Do  you  observe 
that  the  Sacred  Writer  says  what  He  was  He  is.  "Jc^ius  Christ  is  the 
same  yesterday,  today  and  forever.'"  He  who  was  the  Son  of  God  and 
Son  of  ]\Ian — combining  in  Himself  the  divine  and  human  natures  even 
as  the  child  combines  in  itself  the  natures  of  father  and  another — is  the 
s.inu'  today  as  yesterday.  He  is  the  divine-human  Christ  touched  with 
the  feelings  of  our  iniirmities  and  able  to  succour.  As  of  old,  so  still 
He  seeks  througli  His  gospel  to  dispel  the  misconceptions  men  persist 
i'l  entertaining  r<'garding  the  Heavenly  Father.  Today  He  teaches  as 
forci  illy  as  ever  that  God  is.  and  always  has  been,  the  friend  of  all  men, 
the  t'liciiu'  of  none  :  that  lie  does  not  demand,  nor  ever  has  deinandeii,  ex- 
piatory sacrifices  to  appease  His  wratli  and  make  Him  propitious  toward 
men ;  tliat  He  waits  to  be  gracious  unto  all,  who,  believing  this  message 
of  the  gospel,  turn  unto  Him  for  pardon  and  salvation. 

As  in  the  days  of  His  earthly  ministry  He  bore  men's  sins  and  car- 
rieri  their  sorrows  upon  His  great  loving  heart,  so  He  does  today  for  He 
"is  the  same  yesterday,  today  and  forever."  There  are  m»n  who  can  hear 
the  wail  of  the  opprest  and  the  cry  of  the  suffering;  who  can  look  upon 
the  teard  of  tlie  mourner  and  the  sorrow,  siin  ami  misfortune  of  men, 
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yet  remain  unnioved.  There  are  utherg  again  who  feel  the  hoartachcj 
vnd  privations  and  sin  of  their  fellowa  so  much  that  they  almost  stvm 
ilieir  own.  Such  an  one  we  liave  seen  Jesus  was  and  sucli  He  is.  The 
l)ropliet  looking  down  the  vista  ot  time  beheld  him  ''a  man  of  sorrows 
and  one  acquaintt'd  with  griei'."  So  is  He  still,  ile  feels  for  others — 
tlieir  sulYering,  their  temptatioiKs,  their  sorrows,  iheir  misfortunes,  their 
sins.  As  surely  as  there  is  joy  in  iieaveu  over  one  sinner  tliat  repentoth 
of  his  sin,  so  there  is  grief  in  Heaven  over  tiie  sinner  wiio  continues  in 
his  sin.  Let  no  one  tliiidi  his  suffering  and  trials,  his  sin  and  shame 
atl'ect  only  himself,  or  at  most  himself  and  tiiose  directly  in  tonch  with 
him.  My  brother,  these  things  burden  the  he:iri  of  Ji-<us.  To<lay,  as  of 
eld,  He  bears  men's  sins,  carries  their  sorrows  upon  His  great  compas- 
sionate heart. 

And  will  you  believe  it,  Jesus  in  glory  is  still  the  sinner";,  friend,  for 
lie  "is  tJie  same  yesterday,  today  and  forever."'  His  love  and  compas- 
sion seemed  to  go  forth  especially  to  tiie  unfortunate  and  illcircum- 
stanced — the  poor,  the  opprest  the  outc^iat,  the  chief  of  sinners.  Indeed, 
the  Pharisees  called  Him  in  derision,  the  friend  of  publicans  and  sinners. 
Perhaps  because  their  lot  was  saddest,  their  need  greatest — perhaps  that 
sinners  evermore  might  liave  hope  for  His  friendsliij) — He  made  tl;.se 
particularly  the  objects  of  His  tender  solicitude.  And  Fie  remains  to<iav 
the  same.  A  dissipattwl  father,  sitting  one  dav  in  his  home,  distrest  with 
a  sense  of  his  failuro  in  life,  murmured  to  himself:  "I'm  a  desperate 
failure,  a  desperate  failure."  whereupon  his  little  girl  threw  her  arms 
about  his  neck  and  replied:  '"God  loves  desperate  failure."  She  was 
right.  Xo  one  was  ever  so  great  a  failure  in  life  as  to  have  the  love  of 
God  withdrawn  from  him,  from  her.  Is  there  one  of  you  who  mourns 
his,  her  sini?     The  words  of  the  h\Tnu  express  your  feeling: 
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'"Depth  of  mercy  can  there  be;  mercy  still  reserved  for  me. 
Can  my  (iod  His  wrath  forbear?  Me  the  cliief  of  ^nners  spare. 
1  have  hjntr  withstood  His  grace;  long  provoked  Him  to  His  face; 
Would  not  li.-ten  to  His  calls;  grieved  Him  Ijv  a  thousand  falls.'' 

r.rolher,  sifter,  believe  the  message  of  the  go^jiel.  Tiie  Father  loves 
mpu  still.  The  friend  of  publicans  and  sinners  still  lives  thy  friend  and 
-till  is  seekiii'.''  by  His  goodness  to  bring  thee  to  n-iieiitaiu"'  thai  Hi'  may 
pardon  and  save  thee. 

Tlie  same  yesterday,  today  and  forever  He  still  has  jiower  to  save. 
.'.«  the  sun  gets  in  touch  with  this  earth  through  lis  liL'ht  and  heat,  so 
.Tesus  the  I  'ird  gets  in  touch  with  men  tliroiygh  the  Holy  Spirit  and 
iruth,  in  order  to  realize  His  purposes  of  grace.  Wonders  has  Hi' 
wrought  in  the  salvation  of  men,  and  wonders  can  b''.  So  be  hopeful. 
iTe  wlio  saved  ^Inrv  Magdalene  and  "the  woman  that  was  a  sinner;"' 
\'-lio  saved  Peter  llie  profane  man.  an;l  James  and  John,  the  quick-tem- 
pd'ed,  revengeful  men;  who  s;ived  Thomas,  the  skeptic,  and  Saul,  the 
self-righteous,  has  power  to  save  thee.  Believe  this  message  of  the  gos- 
pel and  accept  the  ministrations  of  Jesns  to  the  end  thou  mayest  be  sav- 
ed from  the  love,  the  dominion,  the  defilement,  the  punishment,  of  sin. 

Tn  closing  let  mo  direct  your  attention  to  the  last  thought  of  the 
text,  viz.,  that  the  Christ  of  yesterday  and  today  is  the  Christ  of  tomor- 
row, of  the  future.  AMien  men  shall  go  before  Him  in  judgment  He  will 
l)p  the  same  tender,  loving,  compassionate  one.  And  when  he  shall  say 
to  some:  "Depart,  e  accursed."  it  will  not  be  a  defiant  ntterance,  hut 
rather  the  ntterance  of  a  broken  heart,  which  closes  the  door  of  the 
Heavenly  home  to  them  because  iJiey  in  their  sin.  self-will,  itnpenitence 
and  defilement  are  unfit  to  enter  and  not  because  he  t.akes  delight  in 
punishment.  To  such  a  glorious  Lord  let  us  own  allegiance,  and  while 
we  shall  strife  to  serve  Him  faithfull^v,  let  ub  seek  to  become  as  He — 
loving,  serring,  saving  the  sons  of  men." 

106 


H- 


»"-, 


WWWMiHHMAMib* 


.1,)'/   ///•■''  III!   ;i',fi,    iiiii'  cmsriil  hr/mi    f'    iii    A'; 


!KK    H  :I- 


i 


'■  : 


SEW    LKilir  UN    KXCUSKS. 


XIII. 


M:.ny  of  you  will  recall  the  counection  in  whit  h  theee  words  arc 
found.  Thov  occur  iu  the  parable  of  the  great  supper.  Our  Lord  meant 
the  ?tory  to  he  illustrative  of  the  refusal  cf  the  Jewii^h  nation  to  come 
t(,  the  tca>'.  of  gospel  blessings,  and  of  the  subsequent  enjoyment  of  these 
lik.--i?iiiii::  liy  the  tJentile  world.  I  shall  not  spend  time  in  speaking  cf 
the  wnri<  '.f  our  Lord  in  this  matter  and  the  ample  provision  he  has 
made  for  all  the  gpiritiial  needs  of  men,  .lew  or  Gentile,  but  will  pas-^ 
on  to  notice  the  nature  and  etfects  of  the  excuse?  offered.  One  said: 
"I  have  bought  a  piece  uf  ground  and  1  must  needs  go  and  -ee  it ,  I 
pray  Thee  have  mo  exeused."  Another  said:  "I  have  bought  five  yoke 
of  oxen  and  1  go  to  prove  them;  I  pray  Thee  have  me  excused."  An- 
other said:  "1  have  married  a  wife  and  therefore  1  cannot  come."  Did 
ym  ever  tliink  of  th^    nature  of  these  excuses? 

These  pleaded  blessings  of  life  as  excuse  for  their  refusal  of  gra»- 
oious  hos])itality  proffered  them.  It  was  surely  a  good  thing  for  these 
men  that,  needing  the  land  and  the  oxen,  they  had  the  money  or  the 
errdit  with  which  to  m.ike  tiie  nurehase.  Thi»  land  and  the  oxen  meant 
improved  rnnditions  and  better  facilities  for  business  and  labor,  and 
thi  wifi'  iiiram  linmr  :iiiil  iniiip;uiinii~lii|).  Such  ill.'— iui:-  ^-iiniilil  hav" 
tended  to  make  these  men  ueighliorly  and  considerate  of  the  kindness 
of  Him  who  provided  the  feast.  But  if  it  were  so  that  He  who  provid- 
ed the  supper  was  the  one  through  whom  it  had  been  made  possible  for 
the  land  and  oxen  to  l)e  purchased  and  the  marriage  consummated,  thi'u 
especially  should  they  have  shown  appreciation  and  gratitude  and  at- 
ten<;  d  the  feast.    To  accept  and  enjoy  one's  benefactions  and  then  plead 
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lliciii  as  ('.\(ii>r  fiir  rt'ji'ctiii;,'  In-  ^MMir  aii-l  n'ru>iii^  tlii-  ri'spcrt  uii'i 
nbdience  due  tho  benefactor  is  unworthy  any  one.  Yet  such  is  the  treat- 
nont  the  fsTaeious  fjOrd  received  at  the  hand>^  of  the  Jews,  and  such  is 
the  trciitiiH'iit  men  in  piospd  lands  areoni  Him  whose  beneficent  be- 
stowal- ar(>  enjoyed  by  the  sons  of  men,  and  for  whose  further  good  he 
l,a:»  spread  the  pospel  feast  and  bidden  them  come  and  partake. 

Here  is  one  who  neplccts  ponpel  privilej^es,  neglect<»  the  TToui^e  of 
the  I.iird,  ni'L'leii-  \hr  liilile  -rliMul,  ni'^^leet-  ilie  pra\e!'  inei'tinLT.  and 
till  exetiM'  pleadeii  ir-  liis  Imnie.  lirv  lionw.  'I'lie  liuslianij  says;  "I 
must  share  the  home  burdens  witli  my  wife.  If  sTie  could  go  and  enjoy 
these  blessings  T  would  go,  but  as  it  is,  I  must  stay  as  much  as  1  can 
II'  .he  lioine  \'i!h  her."  The  wife  says:  "I  have  so  many  home  care? 
— the  conkinr  has  to  bo  done,  the  home  has  to  be  kept,  and  the  children 
have  to  be  cared  for.''  So  home  is  pleaded  an  excuse  for  their  neglect 
of  religious  privileges.  "I  have  children.  I  have  wife,  I  have  husband  : 
therefore  I  pray  thee  have  mo  excused."  Brother,  sister,  should  you  not 
praise  the  Lord  for  home,  children,  companion,  and  obey  rather  than 
put  these  forward  as  excuses  for  disobedience?  If  these  are  in  the  way 
of  your  sou!  s  highest  good  what  will  you  say  if  he  takes  these  blessings 
from  yoii  ?  If  they  are  proving  injurious,  if  the  blessing  is  proving  a 
curse  should  it  not  be  withdrawn?  1  have  known  this  to  he  done.  What 
will  you  have  to  say  if  the  Lord  breaks  up  this  home  that  is  so  much  in 
the  way  of  your  serving  him  as  you  should  and  takes  wife  or  child  from 
you?  You  tremble  at  the  thought,  but  if  these  blessings  are  harmful 
— keeping  you  from  spiritual  good,  would  it  not  be  kindness  to  with- 
draw them? 

Here  is  another  who  pleads  his  iiusines*?  or  his  work  an  excuse  for 
neglectiTig  religious  life  and  privilege  and  blessing.     "T  plod  along  six 
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days  in  the  weok  and  sometimea  povnn.  T  hnvo  no  tiino  to  think  of  ro- 
lipioii.  My  hour*  are  ionij  and  my  work  oxartinj.  Whon  Siin<!;vv  rom'M 
I  feel  I  niiHt  lost  an!  sli'ep  or  ?p<'nfl  it  in  rorn-ation.  1  nm  too  tin-! 
to  po  to  the  LordV  J  louse  or  to  give  iittention  to  tlie  oonrcrns  of  religion." 
^lan,  did  yon  never  think  of  it  that  you  shouM  he  thankful  1h.it  you  hav^' 
work  or  htir^inesn  or  trad*'  or  profes:iion  to  whi<h  you  vnn  appiv  yourself. 
and  that  instead  of  ])leading  it  as  excuse  for  refu^im:  the  rail  and  will 
of  (lod.  yo.i  oucht  on  this  very  amount  to  s(>ek  in  every  wiiv  lli^  ]>lea'Ure. 
How  would  you  feel  if  your  business  failed  or  if  there  was  no  work  to 
be  hod.  and  while  yotir  family  asked  for  food  and  raiment  and  shelter, 
you  iiad  to  walk  tiic  >trc(l-  in  idlfiit's-r  (iod  !i:i-  ;.'ra«i.Mi.--lv  Lrivrn  ynu  a 
business  to  eon  i\ict,  or  in  His  lti'i'iI  pn>\  iilcn<f  \(iii  iiavc  i'iii|iii)yM)iMit  tliiit 
injures  vour  wM'rc:  vet  vim  will  [p'lvul  tlii-  for  your  ni'-'leriiim  Hi-  liou-c. 
Mis  salvation,  His  work  I  Suppose  He  irives  /est.  from  these  thin;.'-' 

which  you  are  saying  militate  against  your  iritual  good.  Suppose 
hard  times  are  ushered  in  and  work  beeomos  searce  and  business  fail*. 
Think  of  what  you  are  doing  when  to  the  Lord,  yourself  or  any  other  you 
ftfer  as  excuse  for  your  sin  the  benefactions  of  FTis  hand. 

Sometimes  young  people  when  urged  to  attend  the  servioe^  of  the 
Lord's  House  and  put  themselves  in  the  way  of  spiriuial  hl-sain^s,  an- 
swer:  "We  havo  so  many  studies  that  we  don't  have  time  to  think  of 
HJiythiuL,'  but  our  books."  So  the  school  is  put  forward  as  an  excuse  for 
their  neglect  of  their  spiritUiii  interests.  I  am  sure  our  scho<d  life  in 
towns  and  cities  is  lived  too  fast.  Ours  is  an  a;:o  of  rush  and  bustle  and 
our  common  swhool  life  suffers  from  it.  Our  boys  and  girls  are  hustled 
along.  Grade  after  grade  must  be  passed  on  schedule  time.  The  am- 
bitious boy  or  girl  feels  that  failure  to  grade  discounts  their  abilities  in 
the  eyes  of  others,  so  all  push  on  in  competition  at  any  cost.     Thus  our 
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}oung  people  are  being  rubbed  of  childhood  and  youth  and  nishctl  on 
prematiiroly  tliroiiph  our  fchoolfi,  while  thi  ir  boiiily  Ipullh  is  Umii«  iin- 
piiirrd  and  tlieir  i^piritunl  life  circumi^cribrd  and  stricken.  These  con- 
ditions ought  not  to  obtiiin  in  our  educational  gysiteni,  nor  should  our 
\tiun^'  ]iouple  permit  their  ntudies  to  interl'i  re  with  their  relij,'iou8  life 
and  work.  For  our  free  public  schools  and  for  the  i)rivilegc  and  opjmr- 
tunilv  of  iittendin^'  ihein.  our  youth  should  be  grateful.  For  faculties 
of  bodv  and  mind  capable  of  being  edueatrd,  and  for  the  knowledge 
Uiey  are  getting,  they  should  Mess  '^od.  .\nd  instead  of  t;  Be  things  being 
obstacles  thoy  »hould  bwome  incentives  to  u  life  in  Iiaruiony  wiili  the 
will  and  word  of  Him  at  whose  hand  sueh  grace  is  enjoyed.  Suppose, 
my  young  friends,  vou  had  not  free  schools;  suppose  your  faculties 
were  im|)aired  and  \on  had  no  capacity  for  knowledge — what  a  calamity 
that  vouhi  be!  Therofore  as  thankollVrir','  for  such  iu\or,  praise  lh» 
Lord  and  obey  Him,  and  turn  not  away  fiMni  tlie  feast  of  good  things 
to  whirli  His  gospel  bids  yon. 

If  you  will  read  the  jiarable  from  which  the  text  is  l;iken  you  will 
tee  that  these,  who  pleaded  the  blessings  of  life  as  excuse  for  their  re- 
fesal  of  gracious  hospitality,  were  left  to  liieniselvcs,  and  others  cho.-en. 
So  it  was  with  the  Jews.  They  refused  to  come  to  the  feast  of  gospel 
blessing  and  the  Lord  turned  from  thorn  to  the  Uentiles.  All  through 
the  centuries  we  see  the  (Jontile  nations  coming  in  and  enjoying  the 
blessings  of  the  gospel.  But  the  Jews — they  refns<;,  starve  their  souls 
nud  perisii.  while  they  bu.-y  themselves  with  houses  and  lands  and  home 
and  business.  So  also  may  it  come  to  be  with  those  of  our  own  genera- 
tion who  turn  away  from  their  benefactor,  and  refuse  His  grace  in  sal- 
vation while  they  plead  in  excuse  His  daily  benefactions.  Marion  Law- 
rence told  tlic  story  the  other  day,  of  an  oil  operator  who.  everytime  they 
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made  rciuly  to  «ink  a  new  wol!  on  hi.-i  farm,  prayt'd:  '-I^tnl,  niako  it  only 
a  dry  hole  in  the  earth  if  the  oil  we  are  6«eking  shall   interfere  witii 

my  riLiiMiii  in  'nici."  'I'liai  man  mp'r  Imi-iih --  ami  it-  .arcs  siicimlarv 
in  hi?  rclipiou."  life,  i  wm  once  pastor  to  ii  mother  wli,.s«'  family  eon- 
oisttfd  of  five  children — from  three  to  sixteen  yenr.-:  of  age.  Mer  hu.-hand 
kept  hotel  in  the  town.  Her  life  was  full  of  care.  But  she  rarelv  niiss«'d 
the  Weekly  prayer  pervice,  and  every  Sunday  morning  s^lie,  with  lier 
family,  filled  their  pew  act  reverent  listeners.  That  woman,  to  whom  (lod 
had  iriven  her  home  and  little  one?,  was  determined  that  the.st>  hlessings^ 
Fh(>uld  not  hecome  hindrances  in  her  religious  life.  "Here  I  am."  eried 
an  old  man  '"^ith  gnow  in  my  huir,  winter  in  my  hlood  and  ice  in  mv 
FOul,  waitin;  for  the  etroko  that  will  soon  cut  me  down.  Oh.  f.>r  tlie 
p«nsiliilitv  I  onee  had  when  every  sermon  seemed  like  a  sword-thrust. 
mid  evi  ry  appeal  rang  in  my  soul  like  a  thunderelap."  That  man  hnfi 
trifled  with  his  spiritual  concerns  so  long,  iind  stifled  his  feelings,  vio- 
lated h  -i  cnneoienee  and  irone  wrong  so  long,  that  ho  had  lost  the 
capacity  for  (lod  and  gooilness,  and  Itlighted.  hlasted  and  ruined  his  lif". 

•  Mi.  Iiriitlur- !  youii'ii  r.  m|i1,'1'.  w  ill  \nii  nm  ii.ii-ii  ui-ili.iM-  What  ij'dud 
thall  leave  any  of  you  who  are  excusing  yourselves  for  one  reason  and 
another  from  obedience  to  his  calls  and  choose  others?  "Many  are  called 
— few  arc  Cl!0^en,"  jio  it  is  written.  Unto  Israel  (iod  spake  hy  the 
pre  phet :  "All  day  long  have  I  stretched  out  my  hand  to  a  disobedient 
and  gainsaying  people."'  And  Jesus  wept  out  His  lamentation  over 
Israel:  "Oh.  Jerusalem  I  Jerusaltinl  how  oft  would  I  hay  gathered 
thee  as  a  lien  trathereth  her  brood  beneath  her  winsr;  but  ye  would  not. 
l^ehold  your  hous"  is  left  unto  ■'ou  de«<']ate.''  Shut  not  vour  eves.  I  be- 
?eech  von.  to  these  teachings. 

Which  would  be  worse  T  cannot  tell,  for  the  sun  to  lose  hi*  balaner 
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in  the  lioavcns  and  rush  upon  this  earth,  consuming  it  in  a  fierce  fire; 
or  li.  witlidnuv  into  space  and  leave  tliis  earth  a  barren,  frozen,  lifeless 
thin-.'.  And  which  would  Ije  worse  I  cannot  tell,  for  God  to  come  wish 
avongini:  judjnnpnt  ii])on  men  and  women  wlio  persist  in  evil  to  their 
own  and  others*  ruin.  or.  weary  with  const^int  pleading  and  gracious  he- 
stow;, 1-^  inirofognized.  to  withdraw  Himself  and  leave  thr  soul  a  hlighi- 
(>d.  h!a>t('d.  wilhered  thing.  Brothers,  ii^t  to  the  voice  and  come,  for  all 
things  are  ready  and  the  Lord  waiteth  to  satisfy,  to  heal  and  to  save. 
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XIV. 

Among  the  tasks  appointed  Jeaua  waa  the  e?tttblishment  of  a  king- 
dom on  earth.  "Repent,  for  the  Kingdom  of  Hoaven  is  at  hand."  This 
was  his  first  message  to  tlie  people.  A  kingdom — not  a  tom]>oral  one  such 
a.-  many  had  been  anticipating  because  of  their  wrong  interpretation  of 
the  prophets — not  such  a  one  was  he  to  set  up,  but  a  spiritual  kingdom 
— a  heaven-like  one  of  which  he  was  to  be  the  exalted  head  and  his  dis- 
ciples the  subjects,  or  members.  From  the  beginning  of  his  ministry 
Jesus  had  been  making  reference  to  this  kingdom,  and  now  for  the  en- 
cuuragoment  and  edification  of  his  followers,  he  refers  to  it  again.  He 
likens  it  in  its  beginnings  to  the  mustard  seed  which  (compared  with 
the  growth  from  it)  was  proverbially  small  among  seeds  of  the  field,  and 
in  its  development,  to  the  full-grown  mustard  plant  which  in  some  cli- 
mates attains  a  height  of  fifteen  feet,  far  above  other  plants 
which  from  the  size  of  their  seeds  would  be  expected  to  grow  much  larger 
<han  the  mustard.  The  truth  which  Jesus  wished  to  impress  upon  their 
rninds  was  this,  that  notwithstanding  the  unfavorable  circumstances  un- 
der which  it  was  introduced  and  tlie  unliklihood  of  its  ever  growing  to 
large  proportions,  the  kingdom  of  which  he  was  to  be  the  founder  would 
in  time  become  greater  than  all  other  religion'^  systems  of  the  world  and 
bring  to  mankind  larger  blessings. 

The  beauty  and  special  fitness  of  this  figure  may  be  seen  bv  com- 
paring Christianity  with  the  other  great  religions  of  the  world.  Of  these. 
five  of  them,  viz.:  Brahmani.^m,  Roodhism,  Confucianism,  Mohamme- 
danism and  Christianity  embrace  the  great  majority  of  the  inhabitants 
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f.f  eartli.  The  oiher  reiiaioiis  have  onk  a  fractional  following  in  com- 
Ti-rison  with  these.  \ow  as  to  the  beginnings  of  these  religioJ'a  systems 
it  is  known  that  so  far  as  earthly  snn-oundingp  are  concerned  they  all 
friginatf'd  under  more  favoral)le  circtimstfince?  than  Christianity. 

The  founder  of  these  were  men  for  whom  the  people  had  great  rev- 
rrence  and  respect,  and  you  .now  fliat  goes  a  great  wav  toward  making 
one's  words  to  be  recognized  as  of  value.     The  parent  who  commands  no 
r.verence  «t  re=pect   from   hi;-  children  need  not  he  suqirised  if  his  ad- 
vice and  in>lrurli,.!i  ;,,(■  unheeded.    Tiiat  one  who  would  be  a  leader  and 
reformer  among  his  ]H'Oikp  is  at  an  immense  advantage  if  he  be  respect- 
ed and  revered  liy  tliern.     Now  when  we  read  the  lives  of  Roodha.  Con- 
fueious  Zoroaster  and  Mohammed,  we  find  they  conducted  themselves  in 
puch  a  way  as  that  the  superstitious  peoples  of  their  time  regarded  them 
with  feelings  of  awe.     By  the  severities  to  which  they  subjected  them- 
selves in  their  penances  and  pilgrimages;  by  their  ascetic  life,  abstaining 
from  all  worldlv  enjoyments  and  withdrawing  from  the  association  of 
men:  by  the  wisdom  of  their  sayings  and,  possibly,  by  mauoeuvreings, 
deception  and  cunning— by  these  means  they  succeeded.  Whether  purpose- 
ly or  not,   in  enveloping  themselves  in  an   awe-inspiring  mvstery  and 
sacredness  in  the  eyes  of  their  superstitious  countrj-meu.     This  being  so 
and  the  temper  of  the  times  being  such  as  it  was,  it  is  scarcely  to  be 
wondered  at,  that  these  ignorant  peoples  in  their  feverish,  excit"ed,  un- 
satisfied state,  without  any  spoken  or  written  revelation  from  God-^feel- 
ing  after  Him,  seeking  by  worldly  wisdom  to  find  Him  vet  failing- 
should  come  to  account  these  men  to  be  in  direct  communication  with 
the  unseen  world  and  to  accept  their  words  as  those  of  God. 

We  cannot,  however,  «ay  of  the  founder  of   Christianity  what  we 
have  said  of  these  others.     Then  Jesus  came  to  establish  His  kingd-^m 
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-here'Ti^V"  f""'  '''f '°'  ''""^'°^  ^'^^  "^^^^^"^^  °f  *he  people. 

en  .or  .l..,res  Then  there  wer.  ,ho  religion,  of  other  Gentile., 
■md  there  was  Ji,dai.m  wuh  .ts  obBervanc.s  and  eeremo.vies,  saerifie... 
for  h"s      ,       V     ■    /'  ""  """"=   "'•■^'    ^^'.rro„ndn,gs   ,hat  Jesu.  ean,; 

he  Son  of  God      lie  came,  not  from  a.cefo  life,  bm   from  th-  enrpen- 
e,  .  .hop.       nstead  of   wUhdrawin,  himsHf   fro„:  „,„,   doin.  pen  nee 
and  fasting  he  was  one  of  the  people;  .o  ,nuch  .0  that  his  enemL  call- 
ed Inm  in  der.siun  a  gluttonous  n,an  htkI  a  wine  hih!,..,-.  the  friend  of 
pubhean.  and  smners.     He  did  not  co.ne  fron.  .^eat  e-lucational  centres, 
Lut  from  the  disreputable  little  town  of  .Va:^,r<.th,  i„   Galili,.      Did  the 
people  respect  and  reverence  lun.?     iw  no  means.     Tlu-  Gentiles  ii.fen- 
oa  to  his  word  and  clain.s,  then  turned  awav  with  a  smile,  thinking  him 
a  half-crazy  fanatic,  while  the  Jews  ridiculed  the  idea   that   this   poor 
Gahlc^i  carpenter  was  th.ir  Messiah  f,„-  who„,  the  nation  had  Invn  wait- 
mg-the  glorious  one  of  whom  the  propheta  had   spoken.     Thev  con- 
demned Him  a  blasphemer  because  he  persisted  in  assorting  Hi^divine 
kinship,  and  ihej  intimated  that  instead  of  having  anv  connection  with 
God,  he  was  on   the  contrary-  allied    with    Beelzebub;    through     who^e 
power  He  wrought  His  miracles.     True  He  had  more  or  less  popularity 
nt  first,  and  indeed,  all  through   His  minis-trv.     The  ^reai  tendernes; 
and  compassion  of  His  heart  and  the  miracle-working"  power  He  pos- 
sessed drew  men  to  Him,  though  not  in  lar?e  numbers.     At  last    instead 
of  dying  among  friends,  honored  and  revered  bv  His  eountrvmen    Ho 
was  cnicified  outside  Jerusalem's  walls  as  a  base  impostor  who"  must'  not 
be  allowed  tc>  hve.    How  apparent  it  is  that,  as  the  founder  of  a  new  re- 
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Ji.-on,  .Il'su..;  luvl  not  ilu-  advuutagc  possc-sscNl  bv  these  oth.  r:..    Soi  love,! 
honored,  rov.T.ncod,   idolized  as  ihe  jxroato.,,  an.ong  mea  wa.   He,   but 
hated,  cur8.-d,  kilh.d.     J.ike   the  mustard  .oed  among  ih.  seeds  of  the 
UM.  tlu-  M.wille^^'    the  least,  IL,,-  mo»t  unlikelv  tu  -row  to  large  proi.or- 
liuii.-^  was  Jiis  irauie. 

liut   a^^uu    oo.erve   how    uiiia^orable    were    tlic   surroundings    amid 
«huh   Christianity  was  established,  comimrod   with  those  of  these  other 
religions.     These  sprang  up  auud  great  and  indepen.lent  nations.    When- 
ever tliose  11.  authority  chose  to  take  advant^ige  of  the  superstitious  ten- 
dencies of  the  people  and  proclaim  one,  because  of  his  wisdom  or  pecu- 
li.ir  life,  allied  with  the  Sujireme  Kuier  and   worthv  of  worshi]),  there 
was  nothing   lo  interfere  with  them.     By  decree   th'ev  could   or.ier  the 
populace  to  worship,  even  as  Xebuchadnezzer  decreed  tlie  worship  of  his 
golden  image  in  Dura,     So,  without  any  political  powers  or  religious 
systems  to  oppose  them  these  heathen  religions  sprang  up  in  the  East. 
'Hiese  favoriii-  ein-iini.-iaiieo.  Ii(,wev,.r,  ueiv  not   pre.~rntei|  to  I'liristi  • 
unity  in  its  beginning.     JesUs  established  His  kingdom  in  the  presence 
of  other  religions  bitterly  opposed  to  Him  and  in  the  little  province  of 
Palestine  about  one-fifth  the  size  of  our  own,  and  among  a  people  who, 
even  had  they  all  been  disj.oeed  to  believe  in  him  and  accept  his  te^ich- 
ing,  were  not  independent  and  at  liberty  to  do  as    tlicv    chose.     They 
were  a  dependency  of  the  great  Koman  Empire  whose  emperors  in  later 
years  sought  by  most  cruel  persecutions  to  destroy  the  new  faith.     How 
much  more  favorable,  indeed,  were  the  surroundings  of  these  other  re- 
ligions in  their  beginning  and  progress  than  those  in  which  our  Lord 
pstahlishod  His  kingdom  and  truth.    Verily,  like  the  mustard  seed  among 
the  seeds  of  the  garden,  Christianity  in  its  beginning  was  the  smallest 
the  least,  the  most  unlikely  to  become  a  religion  for  the  world. 
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of  over  onG-<hirrl  th,  ->'  "■^'hrovm  ail,  and  today  claims  a  fo   owin.- 

«-lvc8    ,ln    ,Z      I ,  ?       "■  ''■''  ">""""«"■=•.  >>.'  heathen  writer,  them- 
iipnr  orlion  41  .  .  L  1       i  rriiTii  and  tho  dav  soorrm 

F'=u:::s.:'.--H^l'H:HS;Et 

by  the  nninformed  who  have  simply  heard  or  read  these  insinua- 
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tioii!?.  Till'  facts,  however,  contradict  them.  Doctor  Parkhurst,  a  few 
year?  ago,  mado  a  careful  study  of  the  religious  statistics  of  the  United 
States  and,  among  other  facts  he  learned  were  these.  In  1800  every 
nth  por.-ori  wa?  a  jtrofeesed  believer  in  Jesus  and  had  membership  in 
i-'ine  eiiunh.  In  1880  this  was  the  case  with  every  5(h  person.  I'liat 
ddos  not  look  like  decline  in  religion  in  the  repi;blie  by  our  side.  In 
1830,  in  their  colli ges,  every  fourth  man  was  a  profe.'ii-ed  believer.  In 
LS.sO  every  second  man  was.     That  does  not  look  like  decline,  does  it? 

Because  some  old  views  of  Jesus  and  his  religion  may  have  been  dis- 
crirded,  or  some  new  intcipn  tat  ions  of  Scripture  accepted,  does  not  in- 
nientc  tlnit  (  hristianily  is  declining.  Because  the  cluirche  may  have 
for  the  time  being  seemingly  lost  her  grip  upon  certaii.  classes  does  not 
indicate  that  Jesus  has  been  rejected  by  them. 

There  have  been  in  the  progress  of  Christianity  seasons  of  religious 
depression,  but  the  trend  has  ever  been  onward  even  when  the  opposite 
i^eemod  to  be  the  ease.  The  late  Joseph  Cook  sometime  since  said  upon 
the  lecture  platform  that  in  the  last  century  Christianity  had  gained 
more  adherents  the  world  over  than  in  all  the  previous  centuries  of  it^ 
history.  In  the  first  1,500  years  it  gained  one  hundred  million  adher- 
ents; in  the  next  300  years,  one  hundred  million  more;  but  in  the  last 
.00  years  it  had  gained  upwards  of  two  hundred  million.  Is  the  religion 
of  Jesus  then  lifeless  '  Is  it  no  longer  aggressive,  hut  declining  like  the 
other  religions  of  the  world?  Nay,  nay.  It  has  today  a  mighty  life 
pulsating  through  its  body,  for  in  His  own  people  is  the  life  of  God  and 
behind  the  Gospel  is  His  power  still.  Behold  the  kingdom  so  small  and 
insignificant  in  its  beginning,  and  the  least  of  all  like  the  mustard  seed 
among  the  seeds  of  the  field,  groweth  unto  the  great  overshadowing  tree, 
and  the  end  is  not  yet.     In  its  branches  the  nations  of  earth  are  finding 
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covert  aii,!  .hall,  until  tho  kingdoms  of  this  world  .hall  become  the  kin. 

PC        runerlV        Jr  '".  ^^"^^'^  ^'^'^'''''  ---°g  that  !>;     : 
m."  n  Kr  :^''   "''  ^'"""^^•^■"  «^  ^^^^"«  «°d  bury  H,m  and 

111.  CUM,  m  obhvion.     But  Jesus  and  His  ndi-non  abi<lo  st.ll      Th    , 
prom,nent  infidel  of  his  day  wrote  nearly  t;o  ^^mur U    ,o      ' '   'r 
hvu,«  ,n  the  tw.hght  of  Chri«tn.n.ty.-     But,  if  ...  U  was  fhe  twi  ,  '  t 
of  t he  morn.ng  rather  than   the  evening  of  it.  dav,   for  assured      ^ 
zenith  has  not  yet  been  reached.  "^surediv   tn*^ 

Think  of  .t :  the  religion  of  Jesus,  bom  amid  such  hostile  influ,.noe. 
has  .0  prospered  m  the  face  of  all  obst..eIes,  that  over  one-third     ft,: 
people  of  our  world  may  be  rex-koned  its  adherents.    Think  of  it  '     Vh 
other  rel.g,ons  are  losing  their  vitality,  so  much  life  and  energy  abul  ■ 
jn  C    nsuanity  that  m  the  last  century,  more  adherents  were  ga'  ed 
HI  all  t!,e  eignteen  .-.  ntnri.s  pivvm,;,.     Am.  r.i^:,,,,.  ,.,  .,.      -y 
les     and    myentions     of     men     are     many     and"'    great     the^rdav.- 
Beventy-h^-e    years  ago,     no     railways;     soventv     years     ago     1  ' 

graphs;    twenty    years    ago,     no     telephone     or  "  phonogfal        Wh  ; 

tL^     „    ;,,  ou    ^  '         "''  ''  ''''''  '^  *^^  ^^^'"^  «tand,  will 

«itnts-  m..i\e]iOus  changes  in  matters  of  roIiLWon     THp  Ril.u  .•    . 

forth  f.™  U.  f„n„,co  „t  cnt,ci,™,  like  the"  Hebrew    „o   We  '  TZl 

lliv.r  ivisdotn  and  p.oty,  listenini-    ir  the  TOiois  nf  C^  .„      ,         J, 
togui*  i,  and  find  .hat  His  ut.«™„L  .rr    .ceo  dV.Uh  H°         V  "' 

"'• "-■''"-••■"' ^- '•".■•.  ^^/^n,, 'r„:;:Ch;,;;':::^r 
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f.'(nco  and  Cliristian  charity  shall  compel  men  to  unitv  and  faith  uiui 
knowledge,  (lospel  light  is  to  flood  the  dark  places  of  the  eartii;  the 
fruit  of  missionary  enterpris,.  and  self-.-'acrificG  is  to  appear  mature' and 
glorinii8.  and  tlie  namt  of  Jchus  exalted  as  never  Ix-fore.  Therefore  I).' 
not  deceived  nor  dismayed  at  the  mournful  complaint  of  the  pessimist 
or  the  -reat.  swelling  words  of  the  uidK'iiever  .-r  the  self-confessed  ifjnor- 
nnce  of  the  agnostic,  but  rather  rust  in  the  Lord  and  wait  patient ly  for 
liiiii.  Lift  up  vour  heads  and  be  hopeful  for  our  Kinj,'  go<.th  forth"  con- 
ouering  and  to  conquer  until  his  enemies  shall  acknowledge  His  do- 
niinioTi. 

One  word  nion-  Some  of  you.  doubtless,  have  not  identified  your- 
selves with  this  kingdom.  You  still  refuse  to  allow  Jesus  to  rule"  over 
you.  Will  you  not  be  persuaded  to  turn  from  such  sin  while  God  waits 
to  be  gracious  In  view  of  the  fact  that  this  kingdom  seems  to  have 
behind  it  the  great  pow.T  of  God;  in  view  of  the  fact  that  its  laws  decnv 
eternal  ruin  to  such  as  continue  in  their  defiance  and  sin;  in  view  of  the 
love  .,f  ILs  heart  as  manifested  in  His  sacritics— I  ,siiv,  in  view  of  all 
this,  will  ymi  fltdl  hardrn  vo;,v  i:  ;.:•:  ..,  '  ;„>  .„  pro.umptuous  and  daring 
a<  to  treat  this  matter  with  indifference? 
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Jeru.-alrm  is  fivqufiuly  spok.'ii  of  as  ivprrx-ntativ,.  of  tii,.  Jewi-h 
nation.  Il  was  th.'ir  capital  city  aii.l  loiiiaiiici,  li,>i,l,-  tli.-  rc^'al  palace^, 
th."  lioly  tfiriple  wliich  was  contral  in  tlio  ihoiight  of  all  worshipping;  Jews. 
I'  was  liiTc  till-  proplc  from  all  parts  of  tlir  luiintry  ctMign-^'atcd  ujioii 
occasions  of  the  apjiointcl  iVasts.  and  here  w,  re  nlhrd  the  Siuriticcs  of 
the  Mosaic  ritual— .Jcrnsahni  bcinj,'  tlm.  <o  prominent  m  Jewish  life 
aiel  llioii.'ht  canic  to  ,„riip-,  a  ivpn'<-ntative  po.iii,,ii.  ..,,  thai  prophc-t  and 
priest  when  r.  ferniip  to  th-  nation  at  hii->,'c.  often  ^poke  onlv  of  .leni-a- 
leiii.     And  it  was  in  this  way  Jesus  spake  .d'  her  on  this  occasion. 

Assuredly  JcniSiilem  was  in  need  of  [x-ace  for  at  the  time  of  our 
Lord's  ministry  on  earth,  the  city  and  the  Jewi>h  nation  at  hiri^^e  were 
nv  no  neans  in  a  peaceful,  contented  and  prosiicrous  condition.  Thev 
were  tributary  to  a  foreign  powcr  which  exacted  enormou-  taxes  of  the 
people.  While  there  were  some  po-si'ssed  of  wealth,  living  in  luxury  and 
ea.-e.  the  great  masses  of  the  pople  were  poor.  'I'lirouglKait  the  ji'ngth 
an.l  hreadth  of  the  land  in  city,  town  and  hamlet  were  multitudes  of  un- 
employed standing  "al!  tlie  day  idle."  heeau,-e  of  the  ahs^'Uee  of  mutual 
ronfidenc*  which  had  prevented  capitalists  from  investing  in  industrial 
institutions  and  because  wise  colonization  schemes  which  would  h.ive  in- 
duced emigration  had  not  been  planned  and  fostered.  At  the  s^inu-  time, 
the  authorities  in  matters  of  religion  were  active  in  contending  for  or- 
thodox beliefs,  and  insisting  on  burdensome  details  of  so-ealled  religious 
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l|i^.he  outcome  of  which  w.s  the  n.inimi..„,  ..,  p,,cfcal  relig.on  and 

•"i  of  sou]      All  thoso  grievous  conditions  suppleraontod  l.v  pol.ticd  au' 
1  .or.ty  .0  irresponsible  that  a   Ilorod  coul.l  Vehead  a  Join' and      U  .' 

r:z^ :" :  f  "T"'^^  V''-'  '"^■'^•"  -^ ''""  -  ■-  --'ie:rt.rh 

"ke  lif.    :  r;    ^^^'^^-V^'  these  ..ievous  conditions  had  come 

.;;ulor  such  unnatural  religious,  social,  .^.r^' II^    l^^::!^;:^ 
ht  Jesus  spak.  .hen  he  said:     "If  thou  hadst  known,  the  thin,    wh  c, 

^t^\:r  ■■  rr". '''-  '•'  ^^^  ^'■"  ^^^ ''-  ^"-  -^at  the^t^:;^ 

^^cr  ,  but  a  careiul  study  of  his  general  and  particular  teaching    .iven 
on  Jornier  occasions,  discloses  them.  taciun^,  guen 

"BlesK^d  ,.,  the  poor  m  spirit  for  theirs  is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven;" 
-  I  .  J.>n..  1„  ,  poor  ,„  ,p„-u  then  ,s  ,o  pos..,  one  of  the  cssen- 
U.  oi  ,^  diiess  and  peac.  Some  understand  the  expression  "poor  in 
TZ    I  n    r  '^^"""b'^"^'^^  "f  ™i°'l-  l^"t  others  understand  it  to  ref.r 

t  : :  V  ';.;^Hr;''"'  ^":"r^  "^^ '''''- '-' '  -^  i-iJdV  i 

i<       e~       on  1""^-  ^^  ^'''  ''"-^'^  "  -..phatically  enjoim.i   upon 
!        .^  ,  ^™'  *^'"'"^  '°  ^^''^  '^^^  t«  declare  that  mer  could  not 

nter  the   hngdom   unless  they   became  childlike-is  not  m  nhon  d 
1  m  the  Beat,t.do«  of  the  Mountain  Instruction  unles    th  s    s  mean 
by  the  expression  "poor  in  «niHt "     ><^  r  ,       ■  nieant 

m.ss  wa.  whar  Jesus^fers  t!  "'"  '^  'P""*^"  '^''  ^■''*''^^'^- 

But  what  constitutes  childlikeness.     The  children  of  the   Jo^^■■  were 
<hvuled  into  t..  classes-those  between  the  yea.  five  ami    ^^   eZ 
^ons  and  daughters,  and   those  under  five  vear«    called   11  tl^     rn 
^ovv  think  of  such  a  little  child  lu-ought  up  rmidt^limp;^^^^^ 
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Jewisl;  lioiiie.     Whv.t  «  haracteristics  appropriate  to  .luldhood  would  most 
ik-ely     :  d  .plavKl?     It  would  I,e  .ont.M.t.,1  with  tV-w  of  the  luxuries  of 
life  for  A  never  would  have  knowa  them.     It  would  have  no  worldlv  am- 
bitions and  rivalries  to  disturb  its  peaee  an.l  fdl  the  s.>ui  with  envv"  jeal- 
ousy, covetousners  and  sueh  hke.     It  would  douhtless  feel  that  goodness 
and  obedience  were  required  of  it  and  bein,,r  .,>  it  would  have  no  care  or 
anxiety.     Thought  of  providing  for  its  needs  would  never  enter  its  n.ind 
because  a  1  unconsciously  it  would  trust  parent  or  .guardian  for  evervthin-r 
without  doubt  or  question.     It  would  feel  no  ,uilt  or  con.lemnation,  nor 
would  It  know  anything  of  the  social  distinction,  whic!,  engender  pride 
and  BO  much  of  evil,  but  it  would  be  humble.   lowlv,  simple  ,.f  heart 
These  then  are  the  dispositions  which     constitute     diildl.keness       \nd 
Jesus  says  this  is  one  of  the  elements  of  blessedness,  hence  this  was  one 
of  the  things  that  would  have  made  for  Jerus.ilem-s  peace      Had  thev 
put  away  their  avarice  and  pride  nn<l  envy  and  worldlv  ambitions  an.l 
rivalries  and  turning  from  their  sin,  disobedience  an,i  distrust  of  God 
become  as  little  children,  free  from  these  disfigurements  of  soul  and  1,'e 
they  would  have  had  one  great  element  making  for  pace 

Another  thing  that  would  have  made  for  Jerusalem-s  peace  wa. 
nngh  orlinesB  Apart  from  this  no  one  can  be  at  peace  with  others  or 
bimself.  Brotherlmess,  neighborliness,  sympathv  for  others  in  their 
peculiar  trials  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  traits  of  Jesus'  charaet<T 
and  only  through  Christlikeness  in  character  and  life  can  one  be  peace-' 
M  and  blest.     In  his  enumeration  of  the  Blessed  ones,  Jesus  mentior< 

iindeist^ind   this  expression  to  refer  to  mouniing  over  things  of  a   ,.er- 
snnal  nature;  a.  of  sins  committed  or  loss^^s  sust^uned  a«  of  heaKh    p'-n 
erty,  s..pa ration  from  fr,en<l.  or  ioved^^  ones.  Hut  the  more  I  study  ihe  ex- 
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lMv»i,,n  in  til.,  iijrht  „r  .'cmi^' t.Mrl.in.ir  aii.l  ( ImracUT,  ihr  moiv  am  I  .-.iii- 
viuccKl,  the  mourning  referred  to  is  mournin^r  qu  account  of  tlio  condi- 
tion  of  otluTs  rather  than  one's  self.  It  !nay  and  doubtless  does  iu- 
elade  mourning  over  ones  personal  sins  and  misfor'.imes  but  a.suiL.lly 
it  inciu.les  mourning  over  others  in  sad  estate.  Those  w!i-)  thus  s^rrovV 
are  n.^ighborly,  sympathetic  men  and  these  are  the  bl.-l  wh.o))!  (i<u\  cni- 
fnrleth.  Herein  was  one  of  the  things  tliat  woula  hav3  made  for  Jeru- 
s.ilem's  peace.  If  they  had  jjut  away  ilieir  liard.  ungei^erous  feelings  to- 
"•"■''  ''"■  l>"iii''!'-  -r.'l  If  I'iiariMv  and  sinner.  >eriU-  and  publican  had 
e;'ch  cultivated  a  brotherly  sympathetic  interest  in  the  other,  an.l  acted 
a-  brothers  toward  eadi  other,  how  dilFerent  would  h;vo  been  the  con- 
<lition  of  the  nation.  Jesus  would  have  had  the  phari-e  c  .iiMd.  rate  <d' 
the  publican  and  sinner  and  their  peculiar  circumstances;  and  he  would 
have  the  jnit.liean  and  sinner  considerate  of  the  i)liarisee  and  his  peculiar 
bnldts  of  thought  and  life.  Me  would  have  tlic  rich  and  those  in  uuth-.r- 
ity  considerate,  .d'  tiie  poor,  and  the  .>or  cunsiderate  of  the  ricli.  ile 
would  have  neighborliness,  sympathy  characterize  the  conduct  of  each 
I"  i-'!.ninn  In  th,.  n,h,T  But  ala>  in>lc.ad  ,,f  thi.  consi.k.ralene>s.  an,1 
i'roth.-rlmess  which  would  jiave  conduced  to  peace  within  their  borders, 
there  were  selfishne-.  bigotry,  hatred,  national  jiride,  self-righteou-sness 
—things  whicli  made  for  the  opposite  of  the  nation's  peace. 

iMirtlhrmore,  righteousness  would  have  made  for  the  peace  of  Jeru- 
salem. It  was  n.;t  the  re-establislmient  of  David's  throne  in  the  Holv 
City  and  th.^ir  drliverance  as  a  nation  from  the  dominance  of  Caesar;  it 
v.as  not  orthodox  beliefs  or  the  minute  observance  of  religious  ordinance 
and  ceremony:  it  was  not  re-^piuisible  government  and  equal  distribution 
of  property  among  rieh  and  poor— it  was  not  such  things  Jerusalem 
needed  to  have  made  her  contented,  peaceful  and  happv,  Imt  riirhteous- 
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iiess  of  hU.  and  holiness  of  heart.  Kveu  had  thev  had  all  these  thiu^^s 
for  which  they  clamored,  and  their  circumstances  revolutionized,  It 
could  never  have  insured  peace  to  tlie  people  apart  from  liolino-^s  of  heart 
and  n-hleousnes^  of  life.  And  this  was  what  Jesus  ha.l  heen  teaehimr 
them.  That  it  wa^  n.,i  .han-c  of  cinumsunices.  hut  change  of  heart 
they  were  needing,,  and  with  the  latter  would  come  the  former.  This, 
then,  was  another  thing  which  w„uld  ha.u  made  for  Jerusalem's  peace, 
bur  alas,  they  sought  it  not,  clamoring  rather  for  new  environment,  in- 
stead of  seeking  a  new  heart  and  their  end  was  desolation  and  ruin. 

As  Jerusalem  was  in  need  of  peace  so  for  the  most  part  are  men  and 
nations.     As  in  olden  time  Jesus  looked  upon  the  IIolv  Citv  and  seeiu<r 
their  wretched  stat.'  cried  out  with  tearful  lamentation':     "K  tlu.u  hadn't 
known  the  thing,  t.'iat  belong  unto  thv  peace."  so  from  Hi.  thron,.  in  tlie 
heavens  he  looks  upon  nations  and  eomniunitie,  todav  and  lii^  lameiifi- 
tion  IS  the  same  as  of  old.    He  beholds  toda.,  nations," communities   men 
not  exceid.ng  tlmse  who  bear  the  name  of  Chri-nan.  sulfering  un.ler  the 
very  conditions  that  made  life  nineteen  liundred  vears  ago  a  hur.:en,<om<- 
unsat^isfactory  thin;r.     Jfe  sees  people  generallv  opprest  bv  taxes;   taxes 
levied  upon  property  and  income;  taxes  levied  upon  exports  and  imports- 
taxes  in  the  form  of  exorbitant  prices  compared  with  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion, imposed  upon  fool  and  raimcu  and  the  necessaries  of  life;  taxe< 
taxes,  taxvs  in  one  form  or  another  until  the  people  groan  under  the' 
burden-He  sees  some  enjoying  wealth  and  ease,  while  the  mas8<3s  of  the 
people  are  either  un-mployed  or  toiling  hard  for  subsistence  at  wa-es  al- 
together disproportionate  to  the  protits  of  the  capitalist,  the  sakry  of 
t be  manager,  and  the  fees  of  the  professional  man.     He  see-  despotism  in 
the  political  ,,ori,l.  either  the  despotism  of  kings  and  politicians  or  of 
political  rin,^.  which  dominate  the  electorate  in  civic  and  national  affairs. 
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He  sees  religion  to  be  in  tli'j  ea>e  of  many  largely  a  matter  of  church- 
j:omg  aii<)  erced  rather  than  character  and  practice.  He  sees  the  poor 
discontented  and  suff(>rinfr  in  tlieir  poverty  and  the  rich  discontented 
.ui<]  uneasy  in  ilicir  abundance,  while  intemperance,  immoralitv  and  self- 
ishness ,urs..  all,  either  directly  or  indirectly.  All  this  he  beholds  and  his 
lamentation  ]>:  "  If  thou  didst  !)„t  know  th,.  thin--  thai  l„0.,n-  unto  thv 
] II  ace."' 

What  aiv  the  remedies  for  all  this  ill  do  you  ask?  Mv  answer  is: 
'i  he  remedies  'he  prescribed  for  Jerusalem.  What  would  have  made  for 
I'cr  peace,  will  make  for  the  iK^acc  of  any  and  all— ourselves  among  the 
lannher.  To  th.'  envious  and  jealous,  filled  with  unholv  rivalries^  and 
jvnrldly  ambition-^,  He  says:  "Put  away  these  things  and  become  child- 
like. Jilessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit."  To  the  proud  and  select  and  self- 
right(^us,  who  gather  their  skirts  about  tliem  lest  they  should  touch  the 
I'oor  and  unfortunate  and  ill  circumstanced,  he  savs:  'Tut  awav  the^e 
things  und  become  as  the  little  child  who  knows  nothing  of  these  reli-ious 
;ind  social  distinrtions."  To  the  anxious,  fretful,  worrying  soul,  he  savs: 
I  ut  away  these  things  and  become  chihllike,  trustful  and  obedient'so 
irec  from  care."'  Thus  does  J(>sus  jirescribe  for  individuals,  communities, 
nations  who  would  know  peace  and  contentment. 

Moreover  unto  all  classes,  discontented  and  iinhappv.  Jesus  recom- 
mends neighborliness.  sympathy,  considerateness  of,  and  regard  for 
others  and  their  interest^.  There  are  men  whose  sj-mpathies  are  all  con- 
sume. 1  ui.nn  themselves,  but  there  are  others  whose  svmpathies  -o  forth 
to  their  fellowmen  m  the  toil,  trial  and  suffering  of  life.  ITiev  mourn 
I  ver  xho  sa.l  estate  of  their  fellows  as  Jesus  wejit  over  Jerusalem.  Like 
llim  they  bear  the  sins  and  carry  the  sorrows  of  men.  These  are  the 
p..i«.ful  and  blest.    And  like  these  Jesus  would  have  all  become  for  such 
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neighborlu.ess  i.  one  of  thr  tliin.irs  il.at  always  and  ovt-r  makes  for  peaco. 
lo  the   Christian   man   unoasy  ami    fretful,   complainin-   het-au^e   sinful 
men  in  their  porvorsenes-  continue  s  nful  aii.I  corrupt  others.  Jesus  s^ivs: 
P.e  noi-liborly,  he  considt-rate  of  their  circumstances  and     temptation^; 
tre.it  them  as  your  broth.-r  men.     To  the  unchristian  an.l  irreli-ious  wlio 
in  their  hatred  and  discontent  utter  their  curses  and  coinplainU  a-ainst 
relinrion.  Jesus  say-  anion-  other  liiin-s:     Be  nei.i,'hborlv,  be  considerate 
of  the  church,  rcinemlRT  lunv  yuu  and  your  class  have  persisted  in  disre- 
garding the  teaching  and  thwarting  the  efforts  of  Christian  men  who 
liave  sought  to  put  evil  out  of  your  way.     To  the  rich  and  those  in  auth.u- 
ily  Jesus  says:     ]},.  brotherly,  be  considerate-  of  the  poor  and  tlieir  ri-ht- 
and  inter-sts  for  they  are  your  brothers;  and  to  the  poor  he  speaks'  the 
same  word  regarding  their  attitude   toward   the  rich.     To  the  emplov.T. 
Jesus  says:     Have  a  neighborly  regard  for  ih..  comfort  and  welllu-in.'^  n! 
your  emph.ye.  and  the  employe  he  bids  have  a  neighbor! v  r.-ard  for'  the 
rights  and  interests  of  his  employer.     So  does  Jesus  te-aeh  that  nei-dibor- 
Imess,   brotherl.ness,  sympathy  sliouhl  characterize   the  conduct  oF  each 
m  relation  to  the  other;  that  men,  whatever  their  station  in  life  should 
bear  upon  their  hearts  a  brotherlv  inte'rt>st  in,  and  consideration  of,  their 
fdlo^^^r,en's  trials,  rights,  and  diiliculties.    '"As  ve  would  that  men  should 
|lo  to  you,  do  ye  .so  them,"  lie  would  recommend  as  the  golden  rule  of 
life  for  each  and  all-a  thing  which  always  and  ever  makes  for  the  peace 
ot  individuals,  communities  and  nations. 

Yet  further,  Jesus  prescribes  holiness  of  heart  and  right^usness  of 

jfe,  as  another  element  which  makes  for  peace.     If  I  were  addressing 

the  outcast  populations  who  speak  and  think  bitter  things  against  the 

churches-and  not  without  some  cause-I  would  sav:     What  vou  need 

for  yourselves  first  of  all  is  a  change  in  heart  and  life;  for  however  chan- 
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ul  He  cliurcli.  you  could  not  be  peaceful  and  blest  unless  righteous  in 
life  an,l  holy  in  heart.  If  I  were  addressing  the  church,  (^mplaining  of 
Ibe  prevalence  of  evil  and  discouraged  because  of  the  wav  relomi  niovc- 
nienrs  are  ..bslrnctiMl  and  retarded.  I  would  say:  What  "  vou  need  for 
yourseb.x-  first  of  all.  is  not  a  throttling  of  evil  and  the 'success  of  re- 
gains, but  a  change  in  your.s<dves  from  the  unnei-hborliness  and  indo- 
!'nc,.  iMid  sellishnr.s  an^l  iialf-heartedness  which  charart<.rize  so  many 
'^i  you.  to  ih^.  o{.posi-e.      If   I   were  addressing  the  rich     who     murmur 

•''■'""■*   ""■   ! '■•  ''e'-'i"-^f^  <»f  their  hnprovidem-e  ..r  uncleannes.  or  lazi- 

■--   nr  ,n,e,np.ra>i,e.    I    woubl   siy :      What   vou   ri.l,   jn'ople  need   is  a 
^^haiige  ot  heari  and  life,  when  brotherlin..ss.  landness.  .onsideratene^.  of 
'ur  n;:lns  a.Ml  .nx,n..,.  „r  ,h,.  h..-  favn.vd.  udien  a  spirit  of  ^..nrral  help- 
t«'ln..>s  w.uid  takr  ih..  phir,.  .,r  .H.MMinn-a....  and  -rr.d  and  M.lti.h  bnv 
■H  ease  and  phMsiire.  while  others  suffer  for  the  means  sciuandere.l      If 
I  v:iivi^  a.ldressing  the  poor,  I  wot.ld  say:     What  vou  need  for  vourselves 
IS  not  *o  k.  made  rich  and  relieved  of  toil  in  order  to  have  peace  and 
liai)piness.  but  rather  to  be  changed  in  heart  and  life— sucli  a  -han-e  as 
would  mak-e  you  ,.radent.  industrious,  cleanlv,  temperate,  healthy,  Oodly, 
niul  with  s.ich  a  change  would  speedi'y  come  a  change  in  surroundings. 
Were  J  discoursing  to  these  various  classes,  thus  would  I  speak  and  feel, 
I  spake  Jesus'  messa,  e  to  them  for  if  I  have  not  altogether  misinter- 
prct^'d  bi'^  teaching,  it  is  this:    Wliether  they  be  rich  or  poor,  employers 
or  employes,  if  individuals  become  ludy  in  character  and  righteous"  in 
life,  their  peace  and  happiness  are  assured. 

In  closing,  there,  let  me  emphasize  this  truth,  that  circumstances 
do  not  determine  peace  and  blessedness.  These  come,  not  from  outward 
conditions,  but  inward  states— Heaven  itself  could  not  make  one  peace- 
ful, contented  and  happy,  unless  the  person  were  right  within,   as  tr> 
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ci.ara..ter  an.l  without,  as  to  conduct.  The  rich  n,av  ^ivo  awav  Uicir  pos- 
sessions an.'  boconic  poor,  and  the  poor  .nay  hc.onu.  ridi;'  e„.,)h)vcrs 
).>a.v  hecouie  emj.loyes,  an.l  employes  ,  employers;  or  the  weultli  of  "the 
worhl  may  heco.ne  equally  distributed  nmon-  men:  l-ut  nothin-^  of  ,h.e 
kmd  would  ever  insure  ponce  an.l  happint^s  to  in.lividual  community 
or.iati.m.  Xothing  will  .ccompli.h  this  apart  from  tlus<wvmedi."< 
Jcst,s  prcscril,ed  for  Jerusal..m-..hil.llik..ness,  bn.th..,liness,  ridnness  of 
heart  and  !;f.,— in  a  wor.l,  Cliristlik.  ne.-s. 
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\VI. 

lanuh  .  Lave  the  ,l..v,oeH  of  luTaMry  winch  n.ark  lu.-ag..    IW  eu'  c       s 
and  slits  our  larmer,  mark  th.-ir  herds  and  liod-s-  th    «    ■,  ,      ' 

brand  the,„.     Th.  eu.to.n  .,  uulu^ti:;,:!;;,  ';:::"  '^ 
J-n  eonhned  ,„  ,.  appl.at.on  to  „.  w^r.  .Inh:  .,:;,':.  ir 
flocks  and  herds  of  shepherd  an.l  ranch,,,.,,      ],  ],..     i  , 

generally  the  practice  of  slave  owners  to        nd       2^Z.  :Z  *"' 

aul  oh.  ,v ed  the  marks  ,nd,eat,„.  the  cnperor's  own-rshin      The  si-^h 
.c;t  h.n.  t„,k,n,  of  hi„,solf  in  his  relation  ti  Jesus.     He  sa     ,n.  r         ' 
h.s  own  hody,  received  in  the  service  of  his  r.>rd.     I f,^  re  Ion  ^ 
^  jeat,ve  oi  <,wner.hip.     He  is  not  his  own,  he  is  the  Lord^^^^^        , 
ueolare  h,n,  such.     So  in  vindication  of  hin.self  against  .ho.    So     .  1 
der.I  h,n,  he  says:     '-irenceforth  let  no  ,nan  trod.le  n,e    fo     lie-,; 
my  body  the  marks  of  the  Lord  Jesue." 

All  men  hear  mark,  of  one  sort  or  another,  and  pr..,„inent  amon^. 
he.o  are  b.rth  marks.  It  is  an  accepted  fact  of  phveiol  ^v  that  off  pr  ,  : 
indent  the  phys.cal  and  mental  trait,  of  pare,.t;.  wTo,  so  n  f  ,  v 
names  we  associate  large  stature,  with  others,  fine  feature. ;  btuei  e 
and  beauty  have  been  distinguishing  characteristics  of  the  phv  i ^ of  tl  e 
fam.l,es  m  the  past.     A  physical  peculiarity  of  .he  French  Bourbons  ta! 
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till'  iii(|iiiliiii'  iiu-r- of  till'  l!ii^'li-li  (iui'!|)lis,  xliort,  stoi'kv  fr.iiiu'.  I'ti- 
j;aiiiiii,  llic  iiV'-M  piaiii-t,  h  siii'l  to  liavi-  Ifi'ii  liorii  wiih  !*iiiiriilarlv  lar^'i> 
iiiu.->clc>  nf  till'  wviM  ami  spi'cia!  ^ciuih  t'nr  iiiu-ir.  \\'!i\  r  l'li\>iolo:_'i-!.- 
w.'uM  sa  .  i:  um:-  l)rcaiiM'  !ii-  forr|iarfiiI-.  for  '_'rn  ■lalion-.  ha  i  I'^'m  ltimI 
jiiaiii-l-  Mill  lnu■^i(■ian^.  Some  aic  Ijoni  with  i)h\>ifai  .ihilitic-  t>v  'li-- 
iihiiitio,  I-  t''iiil('ni'i('^  111  ^tI•('ll;.Mh  m  wc.ikiic-s.  liisi'asi-  or  hi-altli;  otlu-rs, 
Miiii  |>ri'(li>|io.;tii)ii  {n  evil  ways  ur  hioimI  ^'uodiicsr'  m  intrUcctual  strciijrth 
•  ■r  ;.''Mims  for  hu-iiif-s.  Aiiii  it  i-  all  lo  hi-  acciimii'il  f.  r  hy  the  hiw  of 
lirrchtv. 

()ll'!-)i|-iiiL;  arc  ih''  m  rpiarh'  (j!'  thi'  |ihys:,al,  mor.il  aivl  iiiii-lh'ei'.ia! 
1^ait^  of  ihi'  |i.;r'-iit.  Thc-c  ai-f  ihrir  hii'li;  in,ii-ks.  I'lT-idciii  Dwiuhi. 
>|)i'akiii;:' of  1m  n  (lu. ,  OIK  r  >aitl:  '"l.rt  iiii,!  who  woiihl  he  icreat  si'h-L-t  ri^uht 
])arciit-."'  'J"hi'  rriiiark  war  iii>'a;ii  to  iiii|.n-s  upon  thi'  pai'i'ii's  of  hi-; 
<j; -iicrai  ;oii.  ihi-ir  rr.-p  insil)ilitit.'~  for  the  futui-f  ^'I'licratioii-  >u!l  niih(jrn. 
Oiiii'  it  wa-!  Ihoiifrl  t  tliat  tlic  hoi'il'>  word  concerning  His  '"visilinu''  the 
sill.-  of  thf  fatlicrs  upon  their  chihlren  unto  ihi'  tliird  and  fourth  ;,"'ii"r- 
alioii,"  was  an  arhiirary  caprice  in  the  divine  ,t;nvernnient  ;  hut  in  the 
li^dit  of  llie  i)resi'nt  wc  .-ee  it  i-  -imply  a  statement  of  Mieiilifie  fact  in 
terms  of  reli.L'ion.  The  life  and  eharai-ler  of  sire  and  motlier  reappear 
lliroii.irh  the  law  o'"  heredity,  in  their  otVaprini:.  aiui  these  liirth  iiKtric-' 
too  oflen  are  of  such  character  that  tliey  curse  and  handicap  in  life's 
6lru,i.'i,des. 

I'ersonal  habits  of  liodv  and  mind  leave  their  marks  upon  men  al>o. 
II is  husiness  cares  mark  the  merchant  with  knitted  hrow — her  family 
cares,  Die  mother's  with  furrows  deep.  The  student's  habits  mark  him 
with  lines  of  intelligence;  the  drunkard's  and  the  libertine's  with  lines 
of  beastliness  and  sin.  It  is  said  that  when  Leonardi  di  Vinci  was 
painting  Ins  great  picture  of  the  last  supper,  ho  choose  a  young  chorister 
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■"  •'-  -'""••l.al  ;.t  MUan-a  vounK  .nan  uf  mo.t  ,uM,  and  .Ic-vout  cun- 

•V'.  n  hng  for  a  model  frnn,  wluol.  to  paun  tlu-  fa,v  of  Ju.in..  h.  on.  dav 
-.     .n  .he  .tnvts  of  .M.Ian,  a   poor,  vdla.nous  lo.ku>,  voun.  n>an.  who 

.yd  ,o  pre..nt  ,he  verv  r..a,„n.  he  u.h.d.    If,  seonn.!  lu,a  a.  n>odel 

<T  ■  n.h...  and  ha.n.d  af.ervvanU  ,h,.t   ,h,.  late  nunl..]  wa.  ,h..  fir.,  on. 
'n  Hon,o    where   U.e   u.u„k  ..h,.,.,.,,,   ,,,,,   .,.,„.   ,,  ,„„,^,   „^^^,^j,,_   ,^^.   ^^„ 

ntn  awlul  vues  of  mcontinnen...  and  inten>peran.v,  wh>rh  v.rou.d.r,  ln^ 
run,  ,n  a  iew  ,vear.  and  lef,  .h.i,-  n.arks  „p,.„  h„„.  Some  nn,.  since.  I 
read  of  .,  hur^hu-  enfri...  a  hous,..  and  a.v,d,.nta!lv  disehar.Me^  a  .na^- 
n>'>nnn  l,.d,t  attaehed  .o  a  kodak.  Fr,;:ht.„od.  h,.' fled.  h„,  h,"  left  his 
!-t>-n^..n  ,1...  n,„,  i„  u,e  ko.lak.  and  wa,  .,0,,  ,„  „„.  ,ro„  ...sp  of  ,l,e 
"'^^-  •  ''  all  unknown  .0  us  and  ^ilen.lv  do  hah.is  of  M.ind  and  l.odv 
ftanip  their  luark  upon   men. 

Xor  alone  hahits  of  mind,  hut  surn,..nd,o.-  op,.rat,.  t„  ,1ns  end  also. 

Sp    tan  courage  was  doubtleHs  the  result  ,n  par,  of  the  eonstnnt  exposure 

ot  the  r  euy  to  enem.e...    'I  he  indomitahle  will  of  the  Seot.h,  nught  never 

.ave  l>oen,ne  a  distinguishing  tra,t  of  that  people,  ha.l  .,  r.ot  b.«n  for 

•:;■;;"'"  ■!;,y"^"'^^  ^"^  ^  ''^■^'''''-•'  ■"  ^l..  hard.  rugg.,|.  inhospit.hlo 

,  :  ;    f       L      ^TT'"  "^  '''^'^    '"""'^^  contributed   in   no  small 

measure   o  inake  the  Lrgl.sh  people  the  great  eoloniz.xs  of  the  raee.    The 

/act  of  the  Jews    .eing  a  nation  without  a  eountry,  and  constant! v  under 

m^kin'    „      ^^'u       '.  "^""^'^   '^position,  has  likely  had  much  to  do  in 

ak  ng   ,h,,„   ,hrewd.  slu.rp   n.en    at    a   bargain,   which  thev  are.     The 

— d  rV'".  i  T"''''"  ''"""^'    '"^^  ^"'^P'-  ^'  ^^-  tropics  . 
ph.ng  food  w.tliout  asking  the  cultivation  of  the  s.>il.     And.  while  tlu^ 

in 


Hi 


A     VISION-    OK    .lE.'Srs. 

children  of  tlie  slunn  of  our  rities  have  been  cursed  by  the  lust  and  dis- 
ease and  evil  tendency  transmitted  tlirough  vicious  parentage,  yet  their 
criminality  and  viciousnoss  and  disease  are  induced  most  assuredly,  by  tlie 
unliealtliy  and  vicious  surroundings  in  which  they  are  reared — the  ro- 
»ponsil)iiity  for  the  existence  of  which  rests  upon  the  better  classes  of  our 
citizens,  who  should  insist  on  the  best  possible  environments  in  wb.ich 
children  shall  be  reared  into  citizenship,  whatever  the  cost  may  be. 

While  all  men  boar  marks  of  one  sort  and  another,  only  some  men 
bear  the  marks  of  the  f.ord  Jesus.  These  which  Paul  refers  to  were  borne 
upon  his  body.  'Iliey  doubtless  wore  scars  of  wounds  received  from 
bis  persecutors.  In  reciting  to  the  church  at  Corinth  some  of  the  things 
he  had  suffered  as  a  servant  of  Jesus  Christ,  he  says:  "Of  the  Jews  five 
times  received  1  forty  stripes,  save  one;  thrice  was  1  beaten  witli  rods; 
once  was  1  stoned,  thrice  I  suffered  shipwreck;  in  journeying  often,  in 
perils  of  waters,  in  perils  of  robbers,  in  perils  >f  mine  own  countrymen, 
in  perils  i>y  the  heathen,  in  perils  in  tlie  city,  in  perils  in  the  wilderness, 
in  perils  among  false  brethren;  in  weariness  and  painfulness,  in  watch- 
ing, often,  in  hunger  and  thirst,  in  fasting  often,  in  M  and  nakedness, 
and  besi<les  those  things  which  are  without,  that  which  cometh  upon  me 
daily — the  care  of  all  the  churches.*'  All  this  had  left  the  mark  on  Paul. 
The  exposure  incident  to  his  travels,  the  privations  he  endured,  and  the 
care  of  all  the  churches,  which  pressr'd  upon  him,  plowed  many  a  furrow 
on  his  brow.  The  stones,  the  rods,  the  lashes  of  Gentile  and  Jewish  mobs 
had  so  woun  led  and  huierated  the  flesh  of  body,  arms,  face  that  the  scars 
reniaineil  as  fixtures  in  the  tissue.  These  scars,  which  he  had  received  in 
his  devotion  to  his  Lord,  were  the  signs  of  the  sincerity  of  his  belief  in 
Jesus  and  Plis  doctrine.    They  were  the  marks  by  which  men  ought,  with- 
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out  further  evidence,  to  recognize  him  as  the  aervant  of  Jesus,  even  as 
other  brands  marked  Caesar's  household. 

And  brothers,  do  you  not  know  that  all  whom  Josu.  claims  a.s  his 
t7  r't'  ''^/^-'T^^h  t^^"'-  '^hoy  may  lack  many  of  the  marks  Paul 
]«nH  V  .'  {  f""  P«^^"^'«^  «"d  bodily  torture  in  past  m  most 
knd.  But  such  marks  of  the  apostle  as  were  due  to  his  communion  and 
Wlowslup  wuh  Josus,  all  our  Lord's  own  have,  more  or  less  distinctlv 
^  ought  m  body  and  in  soul.     Have  you  ever  noticed  that  the  pictures 

fri  ,      f      ^^''"t        '^''^''  '"  '^'^  '^''  ^^^^  °^  ^'«ht  and  ,dorv  radiating 
om  h.s  face.^    It  ,s  not  simply  the  artist's  fancy.     His  face;  no  doubt, 

nuriU- Tt  T,  't  ^^?"  '°'  '''''  "^'""^^•«"  ^^  '''^  '--•  ^vmpathv  and 
where,  for  forty  days,  he  had  been  in  communion  with  God  his  fac. 
j.hone.  And  will  you  believe  it,  no  one  can  live  in  touch  with  Christ  and 
1  eav-en  and  lus  countenance  not  tell  the  story.  Who  has  not  observed  the 
mark,  of  Jesus  and  heaven  upon  .aintly  sou Is-an  indefinable,  indiscrib- 
able  ^orenity  m  the  very  cast  of  the  countenance-a  nobleness  of  character 
and  purity  of  thought,  of  which  every  feature  of  face  and  movement  of 
J;cUy  spoke. 

Rut  the  marks  which  indicate  Christ's  ownership  are  seen  especiallv 
m  the  souls  of  the  individual.  Lot  me  give  you  the  storv :  A  shop  girl 
poorly  cad,  was  hurrying  home  throujVl.  the  slush  and  storm.  A  blind 
man.  sitting  m  an  alley,  with  no  overcoat,  the  wind  and  the  sleet  beatin<^ 
upon  him,  was  offering  pencils  for  sale  to  the  unheeding  passers  bye  The 
g.rl  pressed  along  in  the  hurrying  crowd,  but  soon  turned  back  and 
quietly  dropped  a  ,lime  in  the  blind  man's  hand;  then  hurried  on.  Soon, 
however  her  steps  grew  slower.  Directly  slie  turned  again,  and  walking 
rapu.  y  back  to  the  blind  man,  asked  him  for  the  dime  and  gave  in  place 
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one  of  the  two  only  dollars  she  possessed  on  earth,  saying  as  she  did  so: 
"Take  this  for  the  dear  Lord's  sake  and  go  home."  Ah,  that  young 
woman  had  the  mark  of  Jesus  in  her  soul,  for  all  holy  dispositions  and 
generous  emotions  are  his  mark.  Whoso  is  unselfish  and  brotherly,  whose 
manner  of  life  is  in  accord  with  the  second  law  of  the  kingdom,'  enun- 
ciated by  Jesus:  "Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself;"  whoso  thinks 
pure  thoughts,  loves  pure  ways,  speaks  pure  words,  \\'lioso  delights  in 
things  lovely  and  of  food  report— those  bear  the  marks  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 
In  a  word,  whoso  abidoth  in  Christ  as  vine  in  l)raneh,  in  him  His  life  and 
spirit  dwell,  and  tlio  fruitage  also— Love,  Joy,  peace,  patience,  gentleness, 
goodness,  faith,  meekness,  moderation— these  fruits  of  the  spirit  are  the 
marks  of  tlie  Lord  Jesus  in  the  individual  soul  and  life. 

And  now,  before  we  part  company  for  tliis  time,  may  I  ask  you, 
brothers,  without  being  accounted  impertinent:  What  are  the  marks 
your  habits  of  thought  and  life  are  leaving  upon  you?  What  are  the 
marks  your  associates  and  surroundings  are  leaving  upon  you?  What 
marks  of  Jesus  do  you  bear?  Does  thy  face  tell  the  story  of  holy  coni- 
)nunion  with  Jesus  and  the  heavenly,  or  does  it  speak  of  unholv  thoughts 
and  deeds?  And  what  of  thine  inner  self?  Is  thine  heart  pure?  Art 
you  Christlike  in  thine  aspirations  and  dispositions?  Is  the  life  thou 
livest^  alone  with  thyself  right?  Doth  thy  soul  prosper?  Hath  thou 
hope?  Is  Christ,  that  is  to  say,  his  character,  being  formed  within  thee, 
the  hope  of  glory  when  thine  earthly  life  is  ended?  Then  verily  thou 
bearest  the  marks  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 
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This  strange  lauguago  Im^  n'fen.nce  doul)tlu,s6  to  the  moasic  ritual  of 
the  day  of  atonomeiit  as  set  forth  in  xh^.  sixtuo-uth  chapter  of  Ix^viticus. 
Lpon  the  lie«d  of  tiie  seiipe-goat  tlie  Driest  confessed  the  sins  of  himself 
and  the  people.  Then  the  animal  was  led  away  into  tJie  wilderness  and 
let  go.  This  is  what  is  written:  -And  Aaron  shall  lav  hoth  his  hand, 
upon  the  head  of  the  live  goat,  and  confess  over  him  all'  the  iniquitiiv,.  of 
the  children  of  Israel  and  also  their  transgressions  in  all  their  sins,  put- 
ting thera  upon  the  head  of  the  goat,  and  h.  shall  send  him  awav  by 
the  hand  of  a  fit  man  into  tiio  wilderness;  and  the  gnat  shall  bear  upon 
him  all  their  iniquities  unto  a  land  not  inhabited.'"  The  sins  and  iniquities 
of  the  people  having  been  confessed  upon  the  head  of  the  goat,  he  seem- 
ed to  bear  them  away  wit],  !,im.  It  is  prol)able  that  it  was  tli'is  circum- 
stance in  connection  with  the  ritual  of  the  day  of  atonement  that  sug- 
gested the  strange  language  of  John,  lie  does  not  sjiv:  kdiold  the 
Messiah,  or  beliold  the  prophet,  or  behold  the  Son  of  God;  brt,  behol.I 
the  lamb  of  God  that  beareth  away  the  sins  of  tlie  world. 

The  task,  which  is  indicated  by  this  passage,  to  be  accomplished  bv 
Jesus  is  that  of  taking  away  sin.  There  is  perhaps  no  fact  more  gener- 
ally recognized  than  the  fact  of  sins  and  transgressions.  But  beneath 
sinful  thoughts  and  sinful  desires  and  sinful  deeds,  which  are  spoken 
of  in  current  religious  speech  as  sins,  there  is  seed  sin,  moral  taint,  root 
evil,  to  which  all  sins  of  thought,  desire  and  deed  are  to  b,^  traced  :  just 
as  beneath  the  boils  and  tumors  and  cancers  there  is  the  scrofulous  taint 
in  the  blood,  which   is  responsible  for  these  external  svraptorns.     ,\ow 
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.in  as  „.e.]  in  this  parage  is  used  in  the  collective  sense,  as  I  interpret  it 
hat  .s  to  Buv   u  includes  sin  as  moral  t.unt,  doep-seatod  in  man'    na  ur 

and  Bmean  the  form  of  evil  thoughts,  desires  and  deeds      Even  as  a 

Jho  buTb  :t'7  ''  poppies  includes  the  flowers  at  the  top  of  the  st.dK  and 
h    bu]b  at  the  root     And  the  task  Jesus  undertook  was  to  take  this  sin 

.VMa>-to  save  men  from  tlu^  evils  in  life  and  nature-that  is  to  say 

l^^'lTnT'r'  ^'"^'^  '-''''  ^'"^"^  "^°"^'h^^«'  ^^osires,  word 
.1    ds.  shal    not  he  found  ,n  one's  life  or  the  seed  cause  of  them  in  one's 

nat  re.     lh,s  is  the  task,  then,  to  which  Jesus  set  himself-the  making 

-t   ."..  n.ht  u,  UU-  und  ..h.nu-t,.,  ...  takin,  awav  .n  in  the  ,„.,st  .eal  sens. 

undent  ^''!      .    ?    "?  *^''  '''^  ''  world-wide  in  its  scope.     Jesus  has 

und    taken  to     .al  w.th  ..in   in  the  racc^to  take  away  sin  in  Jew  or 

'.ntile.     J  he  idea  prevailed  amoiig  the  Jews  that  the  work  of  Jesus   so 

lar  as  it  nieant  blessing,  was  to  be  confined  to  themselves  as  a  nation. 

'^L'TT'  \'\''^'''''  "^-  '-^  -ider  horizon.  He  does  not  sav 
behold  he  lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away  the  sin  of  Israel,"  but  "of 
the  world  ~,o  teaching  that  the  task  to  which  Jesus  had  set  himself  was 
r^o  to  be  confined  to  the  Jey;,  but  was  to  be  world-wide  in  its  scope.  It 
>^  to  this  same  ta.sk  the  writer  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  refers  when 
he  sa3s  Jesus  "came  to  put  away  sin  by  the  offering  of  himself,"  and 
John,  the  apostle,  also,  when  lie  says  Jesus  "was  manifested  to  take  away 
oi,r  9in..  And  do  you  not  recall  how  the  angel  at  the  Annunciation  said 
of  the  babe  to  be  born:  "Thou  shalt  call  his  name  Jesus,  for  He  shall 
save  His  people  from  their  sins."  So  in  His  very  name,  His  mission  was 
announcc-d-that  of  saving  men  from  sin;  putting  awav  sin;  taking  awav 
Fin  ;  making  men  right  in  life  and  riglit  in  heart. 

A  great  many  people  have  erred  at  this  point  and  have  regarded 
Jesus  as  commissioned  specially  to  save  men  from  Hell  and  the  punish- 
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ment  of  sin.  They  have  esteemed  the  work  of  Jesus,  largelv  a  work  of 
gotung  men  off-out  from  un.lor  the  hand  of  the  law  that' condemned. 
Hi8  task  in  the  judgment  of  these  was  and  is  chieHv  to  help  men  escano 
from  (.od  and  the  clutches  of  the  law.  But  tliis  i;  manifestlv  a  wrcU 
conception  of  the  work  to  which  Jesus  has  set  himself.  What'm.n  n.v,"i 
H  to  be  saved  from  their  sins-to  have  their  sins  taken  awav.  Therehv 
they  will  assuredly  escape  Hell  and  its  punishments,  but  the'escar,..  is  i 
secondary  matter  which  ensues  of  necessity  when  s.n  is  taken  awav  from 
the  sinner's  heart  and  life. 

God  is  not  a  wrathful,  revengeful  Being,  who  must  have  punish- 
ments inflicted  upon  the  offender,  or  some  one  else,  in  order  to  satisfv 
Jlim  an.l  appease  His  wrath.  Go.l  loves  men  and  seeks  their  best  inter- 
ests. His  laws  are  ordaine<l  not  for  the  sike  of  punishment  as  punish- 
ment to  the  transgressor,  or  suffering  as  suffering;  but  rather  for  \h» 
protection  of  men.  And  His  punishments  which  ensue  upon  trans-re- 
s,on  of  His  laws  are  not  inflicted  in  anger  and  revenge,  but  for  the'cor- 
rection  if  possible  of  the  transgressor.  This  being  so:  When  one  ha. 
been  saved  from  his  sins-had  sin  put  away-taken  awav,  from  heart 
and  life,  God  ig  satisfied.     He  never  asked  more. 

So  the  satisfaction  Jesus  rendered  unto  the  Father  in  relation  to 
men's  sin,  is  not  to  be  circumscribed  by  the  sacrifice  of  himself  on  t'le 
cross,  or  the  humiliation  of  His  entire  earthlv  ministrv.  It  is  pro^rres- 
sive  in  its  nature.  Jesus  satisfies  God-Satisfies  the  Divine  justice  or 
sense  of  Tightness,  in  the  case  of  any  person,  and  insures  his  pardon  and 
release,  when  He  has  saved  the  individual  from  his  sins-taken  awuv  sin 
from  heart  and  life.  This,  then,  is  the  cask  that  was  presented  to  Jesus 
and  not  the  suffering  of  penalties  due  to  transgressions.  And  it  was 
because  men  were  and  are  utterly  unable  to  save  themselves  from  sin— 
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the  love,  domination  and  defilement  of  it^that  there  was  and  is  need 
of  Jesus  undertokmg  and  prosecuting  the  work.  So  we  come  to  th^  con- 
sideration of  Jesus'  method  in  accomplishing  his  task. 

There  have  been  theories  propounded  regarding  Jesus'  method  in 
dealing  with  the  problem  of  sin  in  man,  which  to  my  mind  have  mis- 
interpreted Scripture,  slandered  the  Heavenly  Father, 'and  mvstified  the 
minds  of  thinking  men,  ,hile  saint  and  sinner  were  still  left  in  their 
sins.  It  is  not,  however,  to  an  attack  on  these  theories  that  I  ask  your 
furth.T  attention,  but  rather  to  the  plain  and  simple  teaching  of  the 
Scriptures  regarding  Jesus'  method  in  the  accomplishment  of  His  task. 

The  Scriptures  sbite  that  in  taking  away  sin,  saving  men  from  their 

Bins.  Jesus  makes  use  of  the  gospel.     When  he  was  here  in  the  flesh,  the 

gospel  was  incarnate  in  Him.     He  was  the  way,  the  truth  and  the  life. 

The  Father's  love  for  men  and  the  Son's  love  for  men— this  was  declared 

in  His  own  person  and  life.     He   Himself  was  the  living  gospel.     But 

since  His  ascension  to  glory  His  method  of  taking  away  sin^'from  men  has 

been,  in  part,  through  the  gospel  as  preached  by  others.    This  gospel  tells 

"i  the  Father's  love  and  yearning  for  men's  salvation,  as  shown  in  the 

gift  of  His  Only  Begotten  Son.     It  reveals  the  fact  that  the  punishment 

which  must  of  necessity  ensue  upon  men's  sins,  in  harmony  with  just, 

wise  and  beneficient  laws,  is  not  a  wrathful,  revengeful  infliction,  but 

that  it  is  meant  for  the  protection  of  others  and  the  correction  of  the  life 

and  character  of  the  transgressor  himself.    Moreover,  this  gospel  tells  of 

the  love  which  Jesus  had  and  has  for  men,  and  His  yejkniing  for  their 

(alvation  from  sin,  as  shown  in  His  sacrifice  in  taking  unto  Himself  our 

nature  and  enduring  the  suffering  incident  to  His  life  and  death.     It 

tells  liow,  in  His  great  love  and  sympathy.  He  took  upon  Himself  men's 

sins  and  sorrows,  bearing  them  upon  His  own  great  heart ;  how  He  identi- 
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fied  Himself  go  closely  with  men  that  their  sickness,  sorrow  and  sin  bt- 
came  in  a  sense  Hia  own;  how  He  bore  all  as  the  mothor  bears  the  ein, 
sorrow  and  suffering  of  her  wayward  child ;  how,  with  all  this  load  upon 
Him,  He  endured  cruel  slanders,  misunderstandings  and  persecutions, 
and  finally,  being  delivered  into  wicked  hands,  pave  up  His  life  upon  the 
cross;  how  in  His  love  for  men  and  in  the  hope  of  saving  them  from 
their  sins  which  burdened  them  and  were  nailing  Him  to  The  cross.  He 
accepted  all,  being  "wounded  on  account  of  our  transgressions  and  bniised 
on  account  of  our  iniquities."  These  truths  constitute  the  contents  of  the 
gospel.  As  men  hear  this  evangel  their  hearts  are  won  to  the  Lord— 
"the  good  goodness  of  God  leadeth  them  to  repentence."  So  by  the 
gospel,  a  leverage  is  got  under  men  to  lift  them  up  to  a  better  life.  Thus 
Jesus  used  the  gospel,  which  Paul  says  is  "the  pow(T  of  God  unto  salva- 
tion to  everyone  that  believeth,  as  a  means  of  bringing  men  to  repentence 
where  God  can  forgive,  saving  men  from  their  sins,  taking  awav  their 
(•in  and  making  them  right  in  character  and  life. 

But  the  gospel  alone  is  not  sufTicient.  It  needs  the  accompaniment 
of  Jesus'  own  life-giving  and  sin-cleansing  power.  It  is  not  sufficient 
that  the  gospel  of  God's  goodness  and  grace  be  believed  by  men  and 
they  brought  unto  repentance,  where  He  can  forgive.  There  must  needs 
bo  a  work  wrought  in  the  individual  heart.  So,  in  taking  away  sin — in 
saving  men  from  their  sins,  Jesus  works  through  the  Holy  Spirit  directly 
on  the  repentant  believer.  He  comes  to  the  penitent  soul  in  whom  the 
gospel  story  has  kindled  love  and  aspiration,  imparts  His  spirit,  begets 
His  life  within  him  and  brings  him  unto  new  spiritual  relations,  so  that 
it  becomes  true  of  him,  he  is  l.egotteii  ..f  (;,,.!  mii.I  \,uru  of  ili..  Spirit. 
Thereafter,  more  or  less  speedily,  according  as  He  is  improved  or  left 
unhindered,  does  he  carry  forward  his  work— saving  the  m;in  from  Lis 
sins— subtracting,  taking  away  by  His  own  unique  processes— sin  from 
heart  and  life  and  developing  the  spiritual  life  imparted.     In  some  cases, 
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bocaii^o  of  tlio  uncouditional  an.l  ontiro  M.rron.l.T  of  llu.  soul.  tl„.  wor!< 
0  .  osu.  m  savin,^  from  sin  and  n.akin.  ri^lu  is  very  manifest  an.l  th- 
(  l.ri>t  ,f...  wlu.h  ,s  ono'.s  "Hope  of  glory,"  is  formed  and  devolom.d  with- 
n>,  w,.l...ut  ohstruchon.  In  othor  cases,  sin  is  so  entrenched  m  the 
nati  re,  the  und-rstandin^  ,s  so  blinded,  tlie  will  so  weak  to  ehoose  the 
f-ood-so  umler  the  control  of  the  animal  in  the  man-that  vears  pass 

spiritual  h,.  h.w.a  .iwarl.     Instead  of     enifj  saved  from  his  siin  he  con- 
.nues  m  them.     And  not  until  the  powers  of  nature  begin  to  fail     io 
the  strongholds  o,  s,n  gue  way  and  the  work  of  deli veranj and  elean^i   ,' 
and  saving  and  making  right  proceed.     So   through  the  truth,  of  ,1,; 
gospel  and  by  the  Holy  Spirit  does  Jesus  accomplij.  in  men  and  w.nn'n 
iU.  task  of  taking  away  sm,  making  them  right  in  charact.-r  and  life 
In  clo.s.ng,  let  me  remark  that    I    have   dealt   with   the   work  and 
•thod  of  Jesus  in  regard  to  the  problem  of  sin  in  the  race,  in  th,.  hope 
that  .>u,    Heaven Iv  father  may  be  glorified,  Jesus  His  Son   believed  in, 
;nid  yourselves  enlightened,  if  need  were.     But  better  remain  in  absolute 
Ignorance  and  seek  no  answer  to  the.se  questions  if,  by  inquirv,  vour 
nnnds  shall  be  turned  away  from  the  fact  that  Jesus.'the  Lamb  of  l^l, 

^l^TrT'    "  ""  '''  '^  '^""   ^'  ^^"'"  '*•     '"  «"^'  -''V  it  do,.s 

not  matter  how  Jesus  puts  away  sin,  so  long  as  He  succeeds  in 'doing  it. 

n.e  great  thing  for  st^xrving  men  is  to  have  food-the  mode  of  digestion 
need  not  particularly  concern  them.  And  the  great  thing  for  us  is  to 
have  our  sm  taken  away-to  know  that  Jesus,  through  His  redemptive 
processes,  sot^  in  operation  on  Calvary's  cross,  is  accomplishing  His  task 
in  our  regard  So  I  counsel  and  entreat  that,  instead  of  questioning  as 
to  method  and  combating  in  your  mind  this  theon'  or  that,  which  vou 
cannot  believe,  you  put  yourselves  under  Jesus'  treatment.  Would  vou 
be  saved?  Then  believe  the  gospel  of  Jesus,  accept  Him  as  vour  Saviour, 
surrender  to  Him  as  your  Ix*rd. 
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J.'M..  u.v,T  atl..mpl,.|  „.  or^ar.i/.  His  .li..!,,!...  i„(.,  ,  .lis.inct  body 
or  work  ..Ki  wor.lnp.  No,-  .lo.s  11..  ...„  ,„  ,.,,,  g,,,,  „„^,  ^  j^.^.  .^^^ 
rc-etionB  ra'anhn,^  sn.h  or,^,„i..,io„.  1,..,  loft  ,hi.s  onfirdv'to  the  Holy 
S p.r.t  to  .arry  out  whon  nooossi.i,.  of  ,h..  ..,.so  ro<,uin.d  .such  action, 
""•'■ver,  .n  aut.cpafo,,  of  su.l,  a  ronsum-nalion,  II,.  rvforml  on  mor. 
tl..n  on.  o....as,on  to  His  chwrd,.  The  .onuni.sion  of  th.v..  disciples 
whom  JOSU.S  acldrossod  on  this  occasion,  ,o  their  work  in  the  world,  is' 
i-ally  H,s  con.m.ss.on  to  tin-  chun  I,  at  la.,...  as  also  to  ,!„•  local  church 
or^an.zcd  .n  tins  or  that  conununhv.  h,  the  li^ht  of  this  commission  of 
'-.r  Lor.i   I   w.sh  to  sp.-ak  to  yo„  of  the  church  for  the  time. 

The  church  for  the  times  must  he  a  ehureh  that  proclaim.,  the  love  of 
(.od.    The  frod.  and  jroddcsses  of  h.'athen   nations  have  alwavs  l,ee„  .on- 
co.vcd  hy  their  wor.-hippers  as  pos,sossed  of  fitful  human  pa.ssions.  Famine, 
floods    failure  of  war  expeditions,  contrarv  wind,  and  hurricanes,  finan- 
aal  d-sasters,  s,eknoss,  death-all   were  taken  as  indications  of  the  nn- 
fnendl.ness  of  this  or  that  deitv-unfriendline.ss  induced  cither  hv  the 
wlmn  or  fancy  of  (he  deitv  or  hv  .some  sin  or  mistake  on  the  part  of  the 
M.fTcrer.     Some  of  these  chnracleristies  seen,   to  have  heer,  attributed    to 
.'.'hovah,  and  so  we  find  worshippers  of  the  true  and  livin-  God  wont  to 
ook  upon  certain  events  in  connection  with  individual,  familv  and  na- 
tional l,fo  as  visitations  from  God,  who  was  an^rv  with  them  .-n  a-ount 
of  the.r  s.n  :  when  in  realitv  all  were  truest  expressions,  under  the  eireum- 
^tanccs,  of  His  love  and  sympathy-the  discipline  of  love.     But  not  so 
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wero  thpv  acoounkd.    llcnce  the  offerings  and  sacrifices  of  which  we  read 
in  tho  Old  'rt'.stanifnt,  instead  of  being  reckoned  among  means  by  which 
til,-  Cod  of  love  was  seeking  to  bring  men  to  be  reconciled— at  one  with 
him,  came  to  be  considered  expiatory  in  their  character  and  were  offered 
to  ap)n>n..,.  the  wrath  of  Jehovah  and  cause  Him  to  be  friendly  to  the  in- 
,l,vi,lu;.l  or  niition.    It  was  not  until  Jesus  came  that  the  love  and  friend- 
ship of  Ood  began  to  be  proclaimed  as  the  great  fact  of  His  nature  and 
life.     Not  until  Jcsu.  came  was  it  written:    "Cod  is  love."     Not  until 
Josus  came  was  the  Gosiwl  of  John  3:10.  pro;iched  in  the  hearing  oj^  men : 
"Cod  so  loved  the  world  that  Ho  gave  His  only  begotten  Son.  etc."  With 
.losus,  however,  the  proclamntion  long  deferred,  began.     He  Himself  wns 
tlie  concrete  expression  of  the  eternal  and  all  mbracing  love  of  God,  and 
■nl  His  great  works  wrought  for  the  relief  of  human  suffering— all  His 
doctrine  as  Prophet  and  Tencher-in  a  word,  all  His  ministrations  pro- 
flaimrd  the  love  and  friendship  of  God  for  the  race. 

But  thoucrh  the  words  and  deeds  of  Jesus,  proclaimed  so  fully  and  so 
constantlv,  God's  love,  vet  has  this  truth  been  frequently,  nearlv,  if  not 
quite,  buried  out  of  the  si-ht  of  men  by  theories  and  doctrines  which  have 
made  His  grace  onlv  possible  through  expiation  made  in  suffering  sacri- 
fice Tn  men's  endeavor  to  set  forth  the  enormity  of  sin  which  consists 
speciallv  in  the  sin  bein-  against  the  God  who  loves  and  seeks  the  sinner  s 
.rood-men  have  set  Him  forth  as  a  God  not  of  love,  hut  rather  a  Cod 
stern  and  unforgiving,  who  will  not  be  gracious  until  full  satisfaction  has 
been  made  and  punishment  endured. 

Tlie  day  however,  has  come  when  men  will  .lot  believe  falsehood 
ooncerninir  Deitv,  and  if  His  eternal  and  unconditional  love  and  friend- 
sliip  are  not  proclaimed  as  the  great  truth  of  His  nature  and  life  the 
church  will  lose  its  grip  on  men  and  Jesus  suffer    at    the  hands  of  hi^ 
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friends.  This  truth  which  Jesus  preached  is  the  gospel  for  the  times  and 
the  church  that  proclaims  it,  pure  and  simpK-,  is  so  far  the  church  for  the 
times. 

The  church  for  the  times  must  he  a  church  tliat  prochiims  atone- 
ment by  God.  To  make  or  efTect  atonement  between  parties  estranged  is 
to  make  them  to  be  at  one,  tliat  is  to  say,  reconciled  to  each  other.  Xow, 
(iod  and  men  are  not  as  one  with  each  other,  for  if  they  were  the  works 
cf  each  would  please  the  other  and  there  would  be  no  such  thing  as  siii 
and  transgression.  Sin,  however,  is  a  very  real  thing  in  the  relations  of 
men  with  God,  so  the  fact  of  estrangement  and  need  of  atonement  or 
reconciliation  is  apparent  to  even  the  casual  observer.  But  let  it  be  ro- 
membered  that  though  man  has  come  to  be  at  variance  with  God,  God  lias 
ever  lov  ^lim  and  always  wished  him  to  become  at  one  with  Him.  In- 
stead of  asking  for  propitiatory  offering  and  sacrifice  before  he  would 
consent  to  show  favo  and  forgive,  God  ha.s  ever  been  going  forth  seeking 
to  win  man  back  to  Himself — His  only  demand  of  the  sinner  Mieving 
this  gospel  of  love,  being  genuine  penitence,  indicative  of  his  return  unto 
a  life  of  righteousness. 

WTien  Jesus,  speaking  of  one's  duty  to  an  erring  brother,  said:  "If 
thy  brother  trespass,  go  and  convince  him,  and  if  he  hear  thee  thou  hast 
gained  'hy  brother,"  He  was  giving  utterance  to  a  truth  of  the  divine  life 
—a  truth  which  had  already  been  exemplified  by  the  eternal  Father,  for 
not  only  has  God  ever  been  graciously  disposed  toward  men,  demanding 
not  propitiatory  oflferings  and  sacrifices  in  order  to  insure  his  friendship, 
but  He  Himself  has  been  going  forth  in  all  generations  seeking  atone- 
ment with  men,  seeking  through  many  and  varied  means  to  win  men 
back  from  sinful  course  and  character  and  make  them  to  become?  at  one 
with  Himself. 
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then,  voii  -I'l',  (iod's  at()niii,t:,  roionciliiij;  work  in  incn's  lit'luilf  i.^ 
I'jir  iiiniv  cxlfiisivc  lluui  it  is  generally  eonccivt'il  to  1)0,  and  i>  not  to  be 
limited  u>  that  imiqiic  and  iireale^t  atoning:  wm'k  done,  wlicn.  as  I'anl 
puts  it,  "God  was  in  Christ,  reconciling,'  the  worhl  unto  Himself."  A-^ 
men  ascend  their  horizon  widens.  Once  incn's  horizon  was  bounded  by 
Caivarv  and  tlie  wliole  work  of  atonement  was  er()\vded  within  ttie  si.x 
hours  Jesus  was  on  the  cross.  Then  Christ's  passion  in  (Jetli.seinane  was 
inehided.  Then  risinjr  a  little  hi.irlier,  and  so  comin<?  a  little  nearer  the 
divine  thouoht,  the  horizon  widened  and  all  the  public  ministry  of  Jesus 
was  includ(d;  then  His  whole  earthly  life  together  with  His  resurrection 
from  tlie  dead.  But  not  until  we  rise  .still  hijjhcr  and  our  gaze  swoops  an 
horizon  so  wide  that  it  includes  th(«  .Vlpha  and  Omega  of  God's  dealings 
wilh  men  on  earth — not  until  we  rise  to  sucli  a  height  and  God  breathes 
into  us  His  own  tliought  can  we  get  true  conceptions  of  all  that  is  in- 
cluded in  tlie  atoning  work  of  God  which  is  coextensive  with  the  race. 
.\iid  so  it  comi's  to  jiass  that  God's  atoning  work  did  not  begin  and  end 
with  Jesus'  sacrifice  of  Himself  on  Caivarv,  nor  with  His  earthly  life  aud 
ministry  consummated  in  His  resurrection,  but  it  began  with  His  mes- 
sage to  our  first  parents  in  the  day  of  their  sin  and  shall  continue  until 
the  end  of  this  age.  Indeed  all  His  work  among  all  nations  and  in  all 
times  whereby  He  has  sought  through  whatever  instnimontalities  to  in- 
duce men  to  return  from  sin  and  become  at  one  with  Him;  that  is  to  say, 
reconciled,  at  frii'uds— this  constitutes  the  atonement  or  atoning  work  of 
God.  .And  the  church  which,  rising  from  the  lowlands  which  give  only 
limited  views  of  God's  atonement,  to  those  heights  where  it  can  be  viewed 
in  all  its  wondrous  greatness,  and  God  is  seen  to  be  the  atoning  one,  I  say 
the  church  that  rises  to  these  heights  and  gaining  these  views  procLiims 
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them  a>  the  copestonc  of  its  goripul  oi  God's  love  is,  so  far,  tho  duircii  for 

the  times. 

The  cliunli  for  tlie  times  must  be  a  olmroh  which  hives  the  world 
eveu  as  God  does.     Why  was  it  that  when  r.ord  Shaftsbury's  body  wa^ 
being  borne  to  Westminster  vast  crowds  thronged  the  streets  pronouncing 
their  blessing  upon  his  name,  while  the  ccstermongcrs  of  London  walked 
in  the  procession  with  a  banner  inscribed:   "I  was  sick  and  in  i)rison  and 
ye  visited  me,"  and  tlx'  hoys  of  the  ragged  school  followed  with  their  ban- 
ner inscribed  ''I  was  hungry  and  ye  f.'«i  mc.  nak.-d  u;id  ye  clothed  me"— 
whv?     Because  Lord  Shaftsbury  loved  as  God  d(K'..     This  world  is  full 
of  dreary,  lonely,  discouraged,  hopeless  men  an.l   women  who  pine   for 
sympathy  and  friendship  that  is  denicl  them— friendship  that  will  speak 
the  kindly  word  of  interest  instead  of  the  bitter  word  of  censure;    tliat 
will  support  and  cherish  the  faint-hearted  and  feeble-minde.l,  instead  of 
laying  snares  and  traps  and  stumbling  stones  for  them;  that  will  >hed  a 
cheery  light  upon  the  loneliness  of  lonely     lives,     instead  of  darkening 
them ;  tliat  will  relieve  of  the  burdens  which  crush,  instead  of  adding  t.. 
tliem.     Such  is  the  love  and  fricndshiii  and  brolherhuoil  men  are  pining 
for.     Such  was  the  friendship  and  brotherliness  Jesus  jjreathed  forth  up- 
o.i  the  sinful,  ignorant,  oppress4-d  and  friendless  of  His  dav.  aiul  such  is 
the  friendship,  love  and  sympathy  whiih  should  reign  and  rub-  in  every 
Christian  heart  md  life.     And  tiie  church  that  realiz.-^  this  ideal  in  the 
life  of  its  members— that   lays  hold  of  the  senmd  law  of  the  Kingdom. 
"Thou  shalt  love  thy  n.ighhor  as  thyself,"  which  is  a  dead  letter  in  the 
practice  of  men— and  makes  that  law  the  law  of  its  life— is.  so  far,  the 
church  for  tlu;  times.     And  so  we  come  to  the  last  thought  I  shall  <lwfll 
u|K)n : 

The  rhurcli  for  the  times  must  lie  a  chunh  that  manifests  its  love  in 
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going  forth  to  aid  men  and  will  not  be  content  until  they  have  become 
at  one  with  God  and  saved. 

The  mission  of  a  church  is  far  from  fulfilled  when  she  has  engaged 
her  pastor,  built  her  house  of  worship  and  caused  it  to  be  known  that  all 
are  welcome.  Like  her  Lord  she  should  go  out  and  seek  and  to  save  the 
lost  and  show  her  love  and  syr.pathy  in  atoning  work  like  as  Ood  does. 
Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  methods  of  the  Salvation  Army,  we  must 
admit  that  they  are  away  beyond  and  out  of  siglit  of  the  churches  in  their 
search  for  the  lost  and  strayed  of  earth.  Their  rescue  homes,  their  slum 
work,  their  outposts  in  the  midst  of  gross  darkness,  put  to  shame  the 
churches  of  the  land.  So  I  repeat  it.  The  mission  of  a  church  is  far 
from  fultilled  when  she  has  engaged  her  pastor,  built  her  house  of  wor- 
sliip  and  proclaimed  a  welcome  for  all.  If  she  shall  be  a  church  for  the 
times  she  must  proclaim  her  love  for  men  by  her  deeds  in  their  b«>half. 

Give  a  community  such  a  church — a  church  that  proclaims  tiie  love 
of  God — the  friendship  of  God — tlic  atonement  of  God — a  church  in 
which  love  like  God's  holds  dominion — a  church  which  expresses  its  love 
by  going  forth  to  win  men  to  God  and  redeem  them  from  sin  and  ignor- 
ance and  selfishness.  Give  a  community  such  a  church  and  you  give  it 
at  the  same  time  a  church,  intelligent,  illuminating,  holy,  helpful,  vic- 
torious— a  church  for  the  times. 
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